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INTRODUCTION. 



The compilatioiL of the foUowiug pages was commenced, 
daring the past winter, at the request of several gentlemen 
who have taken a deep interest in the question of a Confedera- 
tion of the British American Colonies. The Conferences held 
in the Maritime Provinces and in Canada, in connection with 
that question, in the autumn of 1864, have excited a great deal 
of public attention in Great Britain and America; and it has 
been considered, that — ^notwithstanding the confidential man- 
ner in which the proceedings of the Conferences were con- 
ducted — there should be some connected account of their 
meethigs— of the times and places when and where they met— 
and of some of the leading incidents connected with the great 
business entrusted to them. The most important of these 
incidents were the utterances of the Delegates on important 
public occasions. 

It has been the object of the Compiler to collect aU the prin- 
cipal speeches delivered on those occasions. Tliey contain 
valuable information bearing upon the interests of the Colonies ; 
and nearly all abound with high-toned patriotic sentiments 
which entitle them to a more lasting record than could be 
alloited to them in the newspapers of the passing hour. 

The speeches herein presented have been revised with much 
care. The CompUer has availed himself, in all cases where he 
could do so conveniently, of the polite attention of the speakers 
residing, in the several Provinces, in assisting him to correct 
the errors that were necessarily attendant upon hastily prepar- 
ed newspaper reports. This has certainly delayed the issuing 
of the present little work, but it is to be hoped that it may be 
all the more usefiil fixmi the delay, as being more correct than 
othearwise.ii would be. 

This little book makes no pretension to the digiiir> of author- 
ship, andrim that account it may not be supposed to be within 
the range of criticism. The Compiler cannot, however, but 
espect that those who look with an unfavorable eye on Con- 
fbderation will find something to cavil at in these pages. It is 
iho tMUon of some persons— wise Itv tVv^fcVsvjy^w c.v\xv<js^\r— Vfc 
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sneer at " after-dinner speeches" as altogether unworthy 0^ 
consideration. Such speeches would, indeed, be entitled to 
the most contemptuous rejection if it were the practice amongst 
gentlemen to utter one thing at the festive board and mean 
another; but every intelligent reader knows that all public 
men of character and standing, in Europe and America, fre- 
quently make use of festive occasions for the utterance of their 
most sincere and honest convictions in reference to important 
public, affairs. The best and most eloquent speeches knoT\fn 
to the British Parliament are those which arc delivered " after 
dinner ;" and no one out of Bedlam would be mad enough to 
disparage them simply because the speakers " fared sumptu- 
ously" during the day. There is reason to apprehend that ere 
long we shall be infested with a brood of philosopher and 
physiologists who will be prepared to detennine the value of a 
man's eloquence by the exact quajitity he ,eats and drinks ; the 
less of both, the more valuable his eloquence will be considered, 
A school of philosophers, who regard themselves as Financiers, 
have lately arisen, and are prepared to shew to the world what 
the expenditure and income of any given country will be, even 
to the fraction of a dollar, for a hundred years in advance of 
their age. Those ingenious Financiers appear to work their 
calculations with empty stomachs, as they are loudest in their 
complaints against those who make their deductions in a more 
comfortable condition at the festive board. 

The progress of Confederation has, no doubt, been checked 
by the decision pronounced in New Brunswick at the late 
elections in that province. The cause is not, however, aban- 
doned, nor are its advocates discouraged. The elections 
referred to, were influenced more by local interests and per- 
sonal feeling than by a 'calm and intelligent consideration of 
the great Question. The people of New Brunswick will yet 
see it in its true light ; and will not, it is to be hoped, continuie 
as an obstacle to the accomplishment of a measure which affects 
the interests of half a continent— which has certainly met with 
the warm approval of an overwhelming majority of British ■ 
Americans, when taken altogether— and which has received 
the liveliest encouragement from the press, the people, and the 
Grovemment of Great Britain, who can have no other, desire 
than to see the Colonies in that condition which would give 
assurance of their permanence and prosperity. 

Oharlottetown, P. £. Island, May, 1865. E. W. ^ ' - 
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THE CONFEEENCE OF DELEGATES AT 
CHAELOTTETOWN. 



The question of uniting the British American Colonies 
under one Legislature and one Government, or the greater 
question* of forming them into a Confederation, somewhat 
after the model of the United States Government, but 
preserving the connection with the British Crown — ^has 
for more than ten years engaged the close attention of 
leading statesmen in all the Colonies — the chiefs of rival 
parties merging sectional considerations in the advocacy 
of the measure. The late Lord Durham had advocated it 
many years before in his celebrated Eeport on the affairs 
of British America ; and there is no doubt that that Ee- 
port was the incentive to an enquiry by Colonial Statesmen 
into the merits of a Legislative or Federal Union. In the 
Parliament of Nova Scotia the question of Union was dis- 
cussed with singular ability in 1854, the Hon. Mr. Howe 
and the Hon. Mr. J9]t;^R|/>T]|^ leaders of the rival parties, 
although differing widely on questions of local policy, 
manifested a cordial agreement in their advocacy of a 
measure which they felt assured would be the means of 
constituting a great nation, by combining the elements of 
strength and wealth which all the British American Pro- 
vinces possess. Since 1864, the great directors of public 
opinion in England, have, through their press, strenuously 
advocated the question of "Union — statesmen occupying 
the highest places in the Imperial Cabinet, have, on public 
occasions, frequentiy done the same ; and within the last 
1 
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three years it seems to have become the unalterable policy 
of the Crown towards the Colonies, to insist upon their 
uniting, in order to rdieve Great Britain from the 
whole burthen of defending them in the event of 
any hostilities that might arise between the Mother 
Country and any Foreign Power. The subordinate ques- 
tion of Defence is, indeed, the one which may be said to 
have brought the primary question of Union to the position 
which it now occupies in the eyes of the world ; and there 
is no doubt that if the Union be accomplished, it will be 
owing to the sentiment of self-preservation against the 
perils which now threaten the Colonies from abroad, more 
than to a belief in the pecuniary advantages which new 
commercial regulations would confer. 

The first oflSicial action on the Union Question arose 
out of a resolution adopted unanimously by the Parliament 
of Nova Scotia on the 15th April, 1861. It was moved 
by the Provincial Secretary, and is as follows : — 

" Whereas the subject of a Union of the North Ameri- 
can Provinces, or of the Maritime Provinces of British 
America, has been from time to time mooted and discussed 
in all the Colonies ; 

" And whereas, while many advantages may be secured 
by such a Union, either of all these Provinces, or of a 
portion of them, many and serious obstacles are presented 
which can only be overcome by mutual consultation of the 
leading men of the Colonies, and by free communication 
with the Imperial Government : therefore Resolved, That 
His 'Excellency the Lieutenant Governor be respectfully re- 
quested to put himself in communication with His Grace 
the Colonial Secretary, and His Excellency the Governor 
General, and the Lieutenant Governors of the .other North 
American Provinces, in order to ascertain the policy of 
Her Majesty's Government and the opinions of the other 
Colonies, with a view to an enlightened consideration of a 
question involving the highest interest, and upon which 
the public mind in all the Provinces ought to be set ^\ 
rest. 
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** Which Resolution being seconded and put was agreed 
to by the House." 

This resolution, having been forwarded to the Colonial 
Office, was transmitted by the Duke of Newcastle in 
a despatch of the 6th July, 1862, to the Grovemor Gen- 
ensd, and to the Lieutenant Grovemors of the several 
Provinces ; and in a separate despatch to the Lieutenant 
Governor of Nova Scotia, his Grace expressed his unquali- 
fied approval of the matter referred to in the resolution 
above quoted, whether the Union referred to should include 
amalgamation with Canada, or merely a Union of the 
Lower Provinces. Keferiing to both topics, " I am far 
from considering," said His Grace, " that they do not form 
a very proper subject for calm deliberation." Then 
cautiously saying that Her Majesty's Grovemment was not 
prepared to annoucce any definite course of policy, on a 
question which seemed to originate with only one Province, 
the noble Duke expressed his own opinion on the question 
in the fijUowing words : — 

" If a union, either partial or complete, should hereafter 
be proposed with the concurrence of all the Provinces to 
be united, I am sure that the matter would be weighed 
in this country both by the public, by Parliament, and by 
Her Majest/s Government with no other feeling than an 
anxiety to discern and to promote any course which might 
be the most conducive to the prosperity, the strength, and 
the Jiarmony of all the British communities in North 
America.** 

Thus prompted to consider the question of Union, the 
Lieut. Grovemors of the several Provinces brought it under 
the notice of their respective Legislatures at the com- 
mencement of their Sessions of 1864, with the view to llie 
appointment of Delegates to confer upon the practicability 
of establishing a Legislative Union between the Maritime 
Provinces. The question was discussed in the several 
Legislatures, with calmness and ability, by the leading 
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men of the contending parties, and without referenoe to 
local party issues. The discussion elicited, however — and 
more particularly in the Prince Edward Island Legisla^ 
ture — ^a strong feeling of dissatisfaction at the proposal for 
a Legislative Union ; but still the liCgislature of the Is- 
land felt that they could not honourably keep aloof from 
the proposed Conference, and on the 18th of April passed,, 
but not without a division, the following resolution, which 
is identical with the resolutions, aiming at the same object, 
passed in the Legislatures of Nova Scotia and ^,ew Bruns- 
wick : — 

" Eesolved, That His Excellency the Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor be authorized, to appoint Delegates (not to exceed 
five), to confer with Delegates who may be appointed 
by the Governments of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, 
for the purpose of discussing the expediency of a Union of 
the three Irovinces of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and 
Princie Edward Island, under one Government and Legis- 
lature, the report of the said Pel^ates .to be laid before 
the Legislature of this Colony, before any further action 
shall be taken in regard to the proposed question." 

' In conformity with the resolutions refei;recl to,' Delegates 
were appointed by the Governments of Nova Scbtia, New 
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island. Canada was at 
this time, without previous concert witK the Maritime 
Provinces, engaged in considering the necessity of a 
change in its constitution, so as to reconcile, if possible, 
the conflicting interests of the Eastern and Western 
Divisions of the Province ; and it .was deemed an appro- 
priate time to bring the question of Colonial Union gener- 
ally, which would embrace Canada, under the notice of 
the proposed Conference. With this view the Canadian 
Government solicited permission to be present by Dele- 
gation at the Conference. Their request was most cordially 
complied with ; and on the 1st September, the whole of 
the Delegates met according to previous arrangement, at 
CiarJottetown. 
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THE DELEGATES. 

Nova Scotia was represented by — 
The Hoa. Charles Tapper, M.P.P., Provincial Secretary, 
** Wm. A. Henry, M.P.P., Attorney General 
Eobert Barry Dickie, M.L.C. 
Jonathan McCully, M.L.O. 
Adams G. Archibald, M.P.P. 

New Brunswick was represented by — 
The Hon. S. L. Tilley, M.P.P., Provmcial Secretary. 
" John M. Johnston, M.P.P., Attorney General. 
John Hamilton Gray, M.P.P. 
Edward B. Chandler^ M.L.O. 
W. H. Steeves, M.L.O. 

Prince Edward Island was represented by — 
The Hon. Col. Gray, M.P.P., President of the Executive 
Council 
" Edward Palmer, M.L.C, Attorney General, 
W. H. Pope, M.P.P., Colonial Secretary. 
GeorgoCol^s, M.P.P. 
A. A. Macdonald, M.L.C. 

Newfoundland sent no Delegates to this Conference. 

Canada was represented by — 
The Hon. John. A. McDonald, M.P.P., Attorney General, 
XJpper Canada. 
" George Brown, M.P.P., President of Executive 

Council. 
" Alexander T. Gait, M.P.P., Minister of Finance. 
" George E. Cartier, M.P.P., Attorney General, 

Lower Canada, 
" Hector L. Langevin, M.P.P., Solicitor General, 

of Lower Canada. 
" William McDougall, Provincial Secretary. 

Thomas D'Arcy McGee, M.P.P., Minister of 
Agriculture. 



The Canadian Ministers — not having been delegated to 
consider the question of a Legislative Uniou^ tfi ^Vido.^^ 
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attention of the other Delegates was specially directed hy 
a resolution of their respectiTe Assemblies — were informalljr 
present at the Conference. 

Although no report of the Charlottetown Conference has 
yet been given to the public, it is well understood that the 
proposal to unite the Maritime Provinces under one Go- 
vernment and one Legislature was deemed impracticable ; 
but the opinion of the Delegates was unanimous that a 
Union upon a larger basis might be effected ; and with the 
view of considering the feasibilty of such a Union in all 
its details, it was proposed by the Canadian Ministers to 
hold a further Conference at Quebec, with the consent of 
the • Governments of the Lower Provinces, and at such 
time as might be named by His Excellency the Governor 
General. This arrangement was agreed to, and the Con- 
ference at Charlottetown suspended its deliberations. 



BANQUET IN CHARLOTTETOWN-SPEBCHES 
OP DELEGATES AND OTHERS. 

Before leaving Charlottetown, a Committee composed of 
members of the Executive Council of Prince Edward Is- 
land, and some of the most prominent citizens of the 
capital, had made arrangement for entertaining at a Ball 
and Banquet the distinguished Delegates from the other 
Provinces, together with the Lady friends and others who 
had accompanied them. The entertainment was given in 
the Provincial Building at Charlottetown on the evening 
of the 8th September. The members of both branches of 
the Legislature, as well as the principal office-holders in 
the Colony, were invited as the guests of the Committee ; 
and no expense or trouble was spared to make the enter-- 
tainment worthy of the occasion, creditable to the Colony, 
and acceptable to its guests, who were unanimous in ex- 
pressing their appreciation of the generous spirit which 
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pt&m^M and oharacterized the festivity. At the Banquet 
several of the Delegates gave utterance to their sentiments 
on the greatquestion of Union — all declaring theiradhesion 
to that measure, pointing out its advantages, and urging 
its adoption. The speeches were not reported as fully as 
could be desired, owing to the inexperience of the Beporter ; 
but they were considered accurate in so far as they cou" 
veyed the spirit of the remarks of the different speakers^ 
The main object of this unpretending Compilation is to 
preserve the sentiments of the Delegates and other pro- 
minent public men, uttered on public occasions, while the 
former were employed in the duties of their mission in the 
Lower Provinces and in Canada ; and Charlottetown being 
the first place where an occasion of this kind presented 
itself, sudi a report of the speeches there delivered as can 
now be obtained, should, of course, appear first. After 
the usual loyal toasts were honoured in the customary way^ 
the health of the Governor General and that of the Go- 
vernors of the Maritime Provinces, were mentioned in the 
complimentary style which time-honored usage has pre- 
scribed. 

George Dukdas, Esquire, Lieutenant Governor of 
Prince Edward Island, returned thanks for the toast, on 
behalf of His Excellency the Governor General, and like- 
wise on his own behalf and that of his brother Governors 
in the other Provinces. He expressed great satisfaction 
at the auspicious meeting of so many distinguished 
gentlemen from the neightouring Provinces, whose Con- 
vention would, he trusted, be conducive to the best interests 
of Her Majesty's subjects on this side of the Atlantic — 
enabling them to form, as it would, a more extensive 
acquaintance with our people and their resources than 
could be acquired in our present isolated condition, and 
thus greatly enlarge the commercial and sodal intercourse 
^between the severd Provinces. 

The flaext toast was that of '' Our distinguished Guests, 
Ibe I>el0|;atea ftom Canada, Nova Scotia, and New Bruns- 
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OotONKL G-RAT, the leader of the Oovermnent of Frlttde 
Edward Island, who was Ohairman on this ocoasiony said^ 
in proposing the above toast, he had no doubt but that he 
was giving utterance to the sentiments of all the people o^ 
this Colony, in expressing pleasure and entire gratificatioii 
at this visit to our Island home of some of the ablest states- 
men of Canada and the adjoining Provinces. He would 
not, he said, attempt to make a n)eech, as he was proud 
to blow that those wno had honorably assembled to welcome 
their distinguished visitors would uqw be addressed by 
some of the representatives of two of the greatest nations 
of the world, whom he had the honor and extreme pleasure 
of seeing around him. One remark, however, he would 
make, and it was this, that he sincerely and confidentlr 
^believed that this visit would be productive of much good, 
land serve as the happy harbinger of such a imion of senti- 
ment and interests among the three and a half millions of 
freemen, who now inhabit British America, as neitiier 
time nor change could forever destroy. 

The Hon. John A, McDonald, Attorney Gteneral for 
Upper Canada, on rising to respond to the toast, was loudly 
applauded. He said the people of these lower Provinces 
and of Canada were separated too long. Our hearts were 
one, our loyalty and attachment to the throne of Enghmd 
one, and we were one ancestry — except a portion of Canada 
— ^and yet, we were unfortunately severed from each other 
by the present construction of our respective constitutions: 
and governments. He had, however, every reason to 
believe that the result of the Convention which held its 
sittings in Charlottetown for the past week, would lead to 
the formation and establishment of such a Federation of 
all the British North American Provinces as would tend 
very materially to enhance their individual and collective 
prosperity, politically, commercially, and socially ; and also 
give them, in their united manhood, that national prowess 
and strength which would make them at least the fourth 
nation on the face of the globe. He then alluded to the 
uninterrupted pleasure and happiness which he, in com- 
mon with all the Delegates, felt at their visit to this lovely 
Island. He said he appreciated the hospitality and kindness 
which they all receive at the hands of their oo-Delegatea 



aod others ia this place ; and he fdt amused that the very 
favorable impi^ssions made on the hearts and minds of all 
the Canadian gentlemen, whether married or unmarried, 
would lead to other, and if possible, more happy visits to., 
this charming place. 

The Hon. G^eobge Etienns Cartieb, Attorney General 
for Lower Canada, rose also to return thanks for the toast, 
and was loudly cheered. He felt reluctance, he said, in 
following his able colleague, the learned Attorney General 
for Upper Canada, and after some playM badinage on the 
remaiJS of the latter in reference to the ladies, he said, it, 
waaa gratifying: fact for the British American Provinces 
that they could daim, as their ancestry, two of the greatest 
nations of the world. He, in common with his countiT'*- 
men in Canada East, claimed to be the descendants of the 
inhabitants of old France^ He said we are Frenchmen as 
to race, but Frenchmen of the old regime. He spoke of 
a recent visit to France, and said when present at a meet- 
ing of the French Academy of Paris, a few years ago, he 
was asked how had the French in Lower Canada managed 
to maintain theit: nationality ? His reply was, that it waa 
because they separated from France brfore the French 
Revolution. Had it not been for that fact their nationality 
would have been lost in the convulsions which followed 
that period of their country's history. They owed the 
preservation of their natioiuility to tiie free institutions 
which they had received from England. It was a happy 
day, in his opinion, when England and France fought side 
by side as brothers in the Crimean war. That was the 
first time smce the 12th century that they did battle to- 
gether in on^ common cayse ; and he was proud to say 
that the French Canadians to-day rejoice as much at the 
prosperity of England as that of France. As to the question 
of Colonial Union, he said, though the Convention held 
its meetings with closed doors, and he was not at liberty 
to state all that transpired, yet this much he would say, 
that he hoped and believed the result of their deliberations 
would end in a grand Confederation of. the British Pro- 
vinces, such as must prove beneficial to all, and an injury 
to none. . They (the Delegates) met to en<|uire whether it 
weire p<M«ible for th^ FTOvinoes, from their present fragrp 
2 
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mentarjr and isdated materials; to form a Nation or 
Kingdom ; Canada of herself, thongh she was a larse 
Ooimtry, with a riast and extensive interior, cotdd not maJEe 
a nation ; neither could the Maritime ProTinces of them- 
selves become a kingdom. It was, therefore, essentially 
necessa^ that those national fragments and resources of 
aU the Provinces should be concentrated and combined, in 
order ^t they, in their trade, intelligence, and national 
power and prosperity, might be rated as at leEust the fourth 
nation of the world. He concluded his address by com- 
^jmenting the ladies, and referred to Francis the First, 
King of France, who was a chivalrous and brave King^- 
for, said l]b; chivalry and bravery always accompany each 
otbeis-who hadsaid that festivities like those we had now 
the honot and pleasure to enjoy, without the ladies, was 
like a year without a Spring, and Spring without flowers. 
Thiid, remai:ked the hon. and learned gentleman, cannot be 
said of the present assepabjy, for charming flowers were in 
their bloommg beituty. all arbind us, arid he would fain 
wish that the- floWers of Canada had the advantage of a 
contrast. ^ After ifepes*mg' ins thanks for the honour con- 
veyed by the toast, the learned gentleman resumed his seat 
amidst great cheering. 

The Hon. Dr Tuppbb', Provincial Secretary of Nova Scotia, 
said he felt that he would not do justice to the people of 
P. E. Island did he not render, on his own behalf as well 
as for all the Delegates present, his sincere and heartfelt 
thanks to the . Government of this Colony and all classes 
of the community, for the gehetous hospitality and good- 
will manifested by them toWiards their brethren from the 
other Provinces; who were now assembled at Charlotte- 
town, on a mission, the momentous character of which he 
would not then attempt to describe. The deliberations of 
the Convention, he said^ were conducted apart from the 
public, not because there was any desire to conceal its pro- 
ceedings, but in order that the confidential character of 
the Delegation might lead to speedier results. He felt 
assured that all would endorse the sentiment that it was 
our duty and interest to cement the Colonies together by 
every tie that can add to their greatness. A Union of the 
^orth American Provinces would elevate their position, 
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consolidate their influence, and advance their interests ; 
and at the same time continue their fealty to their Hother 
Country and their Queen, which fealty is the glory (rf 
us all. The British American statesman who does not 
feel it his duty to do all in his power to unite, politically, 
socially, and commercially, the British Provinces, is un- 
worthy of his position, and is unequal to the tai^ com- 
mitted to him. We know full well that the strong arm of 
England is ever ready to be outstretched in our defence, 
should the Colonies ever have the misfortune to require its 
powerful aid in defensive oprations. He was fully con- 
vinced that the great question of Colonial Union did not 
depend on the fluctuations incident to political parties. 
He believed this question would be safe if the political 
wheel in any of the Colonies were turned to-morrow. 
There were those in the ranks of the Opposition in all the 
Colonies who, he had no doubt, would lend their abilities 
to the advocacy of every measure calculated to unite the 
energies or elevate the status of the British North Ameri- 
can rrovinces.. If we would preserve the constitution 
under which we have the haziness to live, and that British 
connection so highly appreciated by us all, we should lend 
our aid for the consummation of that important event, the 
Union of the Provinces. 

The Hon. Adams G. Archibald, Leader of Her Majes- 
ty's Opposition in Nova Scotia, followed Dr. Tapper^ and 
said he would assure all, that in regard' to this question 
they in Nova Scotia had no Grovemment— no Opposition ; 
they were all one on this important subject. They want, 
as the Hon. Mr. Cartier very properly observed, to bind 
the Colonies together, and mafee of them one nation.* 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick feiel that by joining to- 
gether they can become what in their present separated 
condition they never can be. Who but will admit that 
the man who five years ago would predict the pr^ent con- 
dition of the American States, would be callea a false 
prophet — Whence the necessity of their joining togetheh 
It would be the proudest day in the history of BritiisB 
America, when they would unite hand in hand, and fJnrn 
a nation, which, in all the elements that constitute real 
greatness, might be ranked ^ the tbiird ^r iourtbL oa tk^ 
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fece of the globe. Well, then, said he, may we be proud 
of the inauguration of a moven;ient, which at no very dis- 
tant day, will be looked upon as one of the greatest and 
most important events of the present age. He then allud- 
ed to the harmony and good-will which prevailed during 
all the deliberations of the Convention — ^in proof of which 
he adduced the fact that the Conference was about to ad- 
journ to Halifax, lest Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 
should, without further notice, become annexed to P. E. 
Island. 

The Hon. John M. Johnson, Attorney General of New 
Brunswick, returned thanks on behalf of that Province 
which he was appointed to represent in the Conference 
Chamber. He said he would like to make the Union one 
of the heart as ^ell as of the understanding. We have the 
happiness tp belong tq a country second to none for the 
beneficence of her rule, the bravery of her sons, and the 
.extent of her power — a country which differs materially 
from that across the border. The constitution under which 
we have the honor and happiness to be governed keeps 
constantly expanding witii the wants of the people. Its 
elastic qualities can be adapted to the growing require- 
ments of its people. Sence the superiority over that of 
the States of America. The defects of their constitution 
have- led to -the present lamentable state of civil war into 
which they have been plunged. Well may we boast of the 
gbrious constitution of old England. He concluded his 
remarks by expressing his gratification at the progress 
which had marked tms Colony since his last visit some 
twenty years ago. It had been said, that when you see 
one scene on the Island you see all, such being the san^e- 
ness of its scenery, and its characteristic slowness. This, 
from his own personal knowledge, he could contradict ; for 
<ihat which twenty years ago might be considered as barely 
attractive was now extremely captivating — ^that which was 
then undeveloped and unimproved, has grown in beautiful 
proportions, ^rendering Prince Edward Island a place of 
no mean importance in British America, and one also 
which would be very materially benefitted in all its relations 
by its union with the other Provinces. 

The Hon. <Jol. 'John 'Hamilton Gray, M.P.P., for St 



John, NewBnmswick, and one also of the New Brunswick 
Delegates, then rose and expressed in chaste and eloquent 
terms nis high appreciation of the hospitality of the people 
of Prince Edward Island, which, he said, ** would not De 
readily effaced from the memories of the Delegates." 
Alluding to the influence of Union on the affairs of rrince 
Edward Island, Mr. Gray observed that one of the leading 
ffeattnres of a Colonial Union would be an adjustment of 
the Land Question, which had for upwards of half a century 
retarded the progress of this Island. He was confident 
that whatever the nature of the Union might be, the diffi- 
culties under which the people of this Island had laboured 
rdjitiye to that long vexed question, would be forever 
settled. When, said the learned gentleman, the people of 
all British North America, should, with one voice, proclaim 
the Colonies united, and when their united talent and in- 
fluence shall be exercised for the maintenance and advance- 
merit '.Wf their common interests, prosperity, and happiness, 
tfvriry -baTrier to their advancement would be removed. The 
gi^^pteBt drawback to this Island was its land tenures ; the 
removal of this grievance would certainly follow as the 
result of Colonial Union. The agriculturists of Prince 
Edward Island should, therefore be amongst the first to 
hail i;he day when British Colonial interests would be 
United against the continuation, any longer, of that system 
of Landlordism which has retarded and paralysed the 
energies of the farming population of the Colony. 

H6n. William McDougall, Provincial Secretary of 
OahiBtda, said the main object of this Convention was to 
secure' unanimity of sentiment on the important ques- 
tion of a Federation of all British Ainerica. He spoke of 
the differences existing between Upper and Lower Canada, 
but said they had common aspirations in connection with 
this subject. They all considered the absolute necessity of 
uniting the Provinces into one grand Confederation. They 
had no desire to sever their connection with the Mother 
Country. Their rights and liberties would remain un- 
touched. Their attachment to the throne and person of 
our beloved Sovereign the Queen would continue as un- 
sullied as ever. All they wanted was a concentration of 
the health, talent, resources, and all the inherent elem.<^\2&& 
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which British Americans possess, and which, when blended 
in one common country, would be capable of forming a 
Nation possessing no ordinary capabilities. He then said 
that, being an agriculturist, and feeling interested in that 
important branch of Colonial industry, he, in company 
with some friends, had taken a drive through a portion of 
this Island since his arrival here, and was much pleased, 
and he might add asreeablv disappointed at the agricul- 
tural prosperity which met his view. The fertility of the 
soil, the salubrity of the climate, and the healthful appear- 
ance of the inhabitants, are indeed unsurpassed in any 
portion of Her Mcuesty's Colonial possessions. And he 
was free to admit that he would return to his Canadian 
home considerably subdued from what he had witnessed 
of agricultural science and skill on this lovely Island. 

The toasts which followed that in compliment to the 
Delegates, elicitedspeechesof asomewhat general character, 
and it is unnecessary to reproduce them here even in the 
limited proportions which they occupy in the local journals. 
But in all cases they made some reference to the Union 
Question ; and it will not be out of place, to give short 
extracts from some of the speeches made by the leading 
public men on this occasion, who, though not Delegates, 
fully coincided in opinion with those who were. 

The Hon. John Longworth, M.P.P., and Member of 
the Executive Council, in his capacity as Vice Chairman, 
proposed the toast of the ** Army and Navy," and in doing 
so, made some appropriate preliminary remarks, and then 
observed; It is not necessary, that I should, dilate upon 
the prowess of our country's arms, or upon her military 
or naval achievements of past dayw, or to show that those 
branches of the service are entitled to our highest con- 
siderations. We know that our country stands high in 
the scale ot nations, that under her banners freedom is 
secured and the blessings of peace maintained and pre- 
served to her people ; and when we recognize the fact so 
forcibly referred to by our distinguished guest, Mr. Cartier, 
that (ireat Britain (including in the term Ireland, of 
course) and Imperial France, from one or other of which 
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the distingcdshed stsitesmmi whom we have the honor to 
entertain to-night derive their ancestry — countries which 
after long years of rivalry, were now happily united together 
in the bonds of what we hop^ may prove a lasting peace, 
and were now marching forward together in the foremost 
rani: of civilization; and when we also reflect that the 
power and greatness to which our common country has 
attained is in a large measure due to the chivalrous bear- 
ing and indomitable courage of her sons, which have earn^ 
for them the respect of pther nations — ^we could not but 
appreciate the merits of the military and navd power of 
Great Britain. He observed that we as Colonists, enjoy- 
ing the rights and immunities of British subjects, could 
not but feel a just pride in forming a part of so great an 
empire ; and, whatever the future destinv of these North 
American Colonies may be, "whether linkdd together in a 
Federal Union or not, he felt assured that he spoke the 
sentiments of the inhabitants of this little Inland, in com- 
mon with those of the larger and more important sister 
Colonies, when he expressed the hope, that the tie which 
now so happily bound them to the parent country would 
long be preserved, and that they,' her ohildrien, while en- 
deavouring to emulate her in her moral and intellectual 
attributes, might continue to grow in national prosperity, 
and in loyal attachment to the Throne and Constitution of 
that Country. 

Hon. T. H. Haviland, M.P.P., responded to this toast. 
He said that his profession was that of the pen, and not 
the sword, but if his country required it, he hoped that he 
would be found, like Hampden, ready to take up arms for 
the defence of his country^ Slaves, said he, can never be 
made of the three and a-half millions of British North 
Americans, who are as brave and as loyal a people as the' 
sun ever shone upon. A people, too, who, if they go to- 
gether as their forefathers did in the days of Hampden, 
have nothing to fear from any foe. He alluded to the 
glorious constitution of old England as being the basis of 
our liberties — ^the revolution of Democracy — ^the. current 
of which must be stemmed by the monarcmal institutions 
of our common country. He spoke of the important 



y> tnOOK. 01^. TB9. BBinW Plj^VQ^OS. 

character of the CoyentioiH-the moioentQias. u^^e^pf i^ 
delib^atioixa — and its eiSects upoa the future destiuieii«(^ 
the Colonies, He alluded to the supei^r knowledge wn% 
practical experience of the distinguished Del^a,tes from, 
Canada and the lower Provinces. He believed, from aU[ 
that he could learn, that the Provinces would, ere long, he, 
one great countiy or nation, from the Pacific to theAtlantici., 
Never, said he, was. there such an important meeting a^ 
this held before in the history of Britisn America ; mi it; 
may yet be said that here, in little Pripqe Edward Islands 
was mat Union formed which has p;coduced one of tbe^ 
greatest nations on the face of God's earth. 

The next toaat, which enunciated the noble sentiment 
of Fraternal Feeling "^ between all Britifiih Americans, 
having been pronosed, was responded to by FaspsBlc^' 
D£ St. Croix Bbbcken, E»)mre, M.P.P., for Charlotte^ 
town, who said that after heanng some of the most tateoted 
aud experienced statesmen of Canada, Nova Scotia smE 
New Brunswick, on the grave question which engaged their, 
attention for the past week, he felt that it would be pre- 
sumptuous on his part to attempt a speech on the subject. 
He could not, however, refrain from expressing the grati-. 
fication he experienced at hearing from their distingmshed 
visitors how favourably they were impressed: wi3i w^tat 
they had seen of the Island, and that they would return to 
their homes with new and enlarged ideas of our capabilities. 
It would appear from the remarks of some of the gentlen^en 
that they were under the impression th^t some wooing 
and courting was necessary to induce us to join hm^s with- 
the other Provinces, He would, however, assure them 
that we had no prejudices to overcome. We viewed the 
British North American Provinces as a portion of one. 
great family, who owed and were hound to pay common 
allegiance to our Noble Queen. This wa^ j^ot a quesit^on 
for bringing foreign elements together ; he regarded it 
rather in the light of a fapiily arrt^ngemeat, in which the 
Island, aa the youngest and smallest member, ns^urivUy 
looked ^.fler its own mteresi He.believed that ai present 
public Qpinic^iu this Codony was. adverse to a Union, but 
this zoigbt arise from a misapprehension of t^e question. 
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What is required is to convince the people that their real 
and sulmtential interests will be advanoed by the change ; 
they will then lend a willing ear to the proposition. Much 
as the people of Prince Edwiurd Island value the privilege 
of having tne ^itire control of their own affairs, and hi^y 
as they esteem the present Bepresentative of their Sovereign, 
they would, if once satisfied that their condition would be 
improved, willingly yield up the little paraphernalia of a 
very little (Jovernment for the more respectable and power- 
ful statfM of being part of Ccmfederated British North 
America. He concluded his remarks by observing that 
whether a Union of the Colonies be effected or not, by the 
present Conference, he felt confident that beneficial results 
must flow from the interchange of sentiments and opinions 
that had taken place in the Conference Chamber, as well 
as at the festive board. 

Several other speeches were delivered at the Banquet, 
but they were not of sufficient importance, as connected 
with the Union Question, to require a place here. 



THE DELEQATION CONFERENCE IN 
NOVA SCOTIA. 

The Canadian and the other Provincial Delegates having 
left Charlottetown on Friday morning, the 9th September, 
in the beautiful steamship Victoria, belonging to the 
Canadian Government, which was specially detailed and 
appointed for the service of the Delegates — ^they arrived in 
Halifax on the following day, where the Delegates again 
met in Council on Saturday the 10th September. The 
meeting being a pro forma one, no business was done to 
change, in the least degree, the character of the Charlotte- 
town Conference. Every consideration was reserved for 
the then projected scheme of Confederation, which the 
Ministers of Canada proposed to submit in all its detaila 
at Quebec. 

3 
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BANQUET IN HALIFAX— SPEEOHBa 

In order to afford, however, to some of the statesoieu of 
Canada, New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Idaad^a 
further opportunity of explaining their views on the Union 
. question, in a City of greater importance, size and wealth 
than Charlottetown, where the explanation could reach a 
larger number of the whole communiiy, the Delegates of 
Nova Scotia entertained them at a sumptuous Banquet, in 
the Dining Hall of the Halifax Hotel, on Monday evening, 
the 12th September. The Hon. Charles Tupper, Provinci&l 
Secretary of Nova Scotia, acted as Chairman, and the Hbxu 
W. A. Henry as Vice Chairman. His Excellency the Lieut 
Q-ovemor of the Province, and His Excellency the Vice 
Admiral of the North American and West Indian station, 
graced the occasion by their presence. There were in attend- 
ance also, the Chief Justice, the President of the Legidatiire 
Council, several members of both branches of the Legis- 
lature, and many prominent persons connected with the 
public and learned institutions of the Province. 

After disposing of the usual loyal toasts in reference to 
the Royal Family, the Chairman proposed, in a few 
eloquent and well chosen sentences the health of^— 

The Lieutenant Governor, Sir Richard GsAtifs Mc- 
Donnell, C.B., who, after expressing his thanks for the 
honor thus conferred, and for the complimentary re- 
marks of the Chairman, proceeded to say : — It would give 
me very great satisfaction were I to realize in the future 
course of my administration one half of what the Provincial 
Secretary has ventured to anticipate ; but whatever I 
might wish to effect, or whatever any individual might 
hope to accomplish, is nothing in comparison to that which 
a free and intelligent people have it in their own power to 
accomplish for themselves. (Cheers,)^ I have had some 
exjperience, . gentlemen, in the administration of public 
afifeirs, and have at all events been able to learn this during 
my term of office — ^that there is no greater mifife!ke in 
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governing than governing too much. In a country like 
this, whose institutions have grown up underthe auspices 
of the British throne and constitution — ^the freest ever 
known in history — a Governor must itely on his Ministry 
and on the people whose representatives they are, if he 
hopes to effect any real public benefit. Yet whilst he 
looks to the Ministry and to the peop^le for assistance, it is 
his duty to aid by every means m his power the develop- 
ment of the intellect and education of the country, so that 
if power be given to the masses they may so use it as to pro- 
mote the general happiness and prosperity of the country. 
Therefore I feel that I am here in tne discharge particu- 
larly of that duty, and I should be very sorry indeed if I 
had been absent on this occasion, which is so calculated td 
be pre-eminently serviceable, by leading the people of 
Nov£^ Scotia to look beyond the limited horizon of evenr 
Ab;^ life and take a survey of the general interests of au 
Bntish America. As I stated when I had the great 
pleasure of meeting several representative men from the 
sister Provincfes, on a recent occasion, it is the special duty 
of the Governor of the Colony which they visit to counten- 
ance re-unions such as this, and to be present with you. 
I cannot hope and certainly have no wish to divest myself 
altogether of that representative capacity which, whether 
I will or not, attaches to me, withm the limits of Nova 
Scotia ; and I now prize it the more as givifag me the 
privilege of expressing to your guests this evening; though 
feebly, on the part of the community at large of which for 
the time being I am the head, the pleasure which I know 
the whole Province experiences at our having with us, and 
under such special circumstances, such distinguished men 
as we have to-night. ^Loud cheers.) I feel, Mr. Chair- 
man, that it is impossible for us to entertain in this room, 
or to meet in social intercourse, those who are so decidedly 
representative men of the British Colonies — and some of 
whose names before I expected to be among you had been 
fwniliar to me as historical names on this continent — 
without deriving from the mutual interchange of thought 
and experience some considerable advantage. It is im- 
possible that such men should come here to discuss the 
questions on which they have been deliberating without 
di^eminating among us larger view^, which must in due 
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time— ioooer or later — bear their appropriate, and I hope 
fortunate, froitt. Nevertheless in my position yoa may 
enect that I should feel some reserve in speaking on that 
subject There is, however, one great pleasure miich any 
representative of the British Crown must feel — and very 
umike what he must have often felt in the old days of our 
colonial history — ^viz., that no man is now really a repre- 
sentative of that crown, or of the feelings which animate 
Her Majesty's government, unless he has at heart the 
interests of the people among whom he is placed, and 
unless he be detenmned to promote these interests by all 
the means in his power. Therefore, gentlemen, I feel in 
that capacity there is very little reserve necessary on my 
part when I say in bidding you welcome that whatever 
may be the result of the deliberations of the delegates of 
the Britidi Provinces, the Crown of England and the 
British (Government have but one object in view, namely, 
to give the most indulgent consideration to whatever plan 
you yourselves may devise with a reasonable hope and pros^ 
pect of promoting the social welfare and material progress 
of Her Majesty's subjects here. I have already alluded to 
the change which has come over the colonial administra- 
tion in mte years — ^how very diflferent it is from the days 
when we lost one of the finest portions of the earth, the 
neighboring States, through what would now be considered 
venr great ignorance of the first principles of government, 
and very culpable mismanagement. Any gentleman serv- 
ing Her Majesty in the capacity that I do, must feel veijr 
differently nrom what one would in former days. He is 
not sent out to build up or maintain any monoply here for 
the benefit of parties in England. He has no such mission ' 
now ; and I have no hesitation in saying that Her Majesty's 
Government, though for obvious reasons unlikely to initi- 
ate any scheme of union amongst you, yet looks with an 
affectionate and parental interest on the proceedings which 
you have initiated. Though there may be a difference of 
opinion as to the measures which you are considering, Her 
Majesty's Government, equally with yourselves, is desirous 
that you should agree upon some imity of action, as to 
many matters in which you have a community of interest. 
Her Majesty's Government have not forbidden me to say 
this much, and I beSlieve it is its intention to give the most 
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favourable consideration to the result of the deliberations 
of tiie gentlemen who are now around this Board. I can- 
not help adding, as being personally more or less identifi^ 
with Nova Scotia, that Itrust whatever project may here- 
after be submitted to the united wisdom of the 
Legislatures of the different Provinces, in case these deli- 
berations ever ripen so far as to bear the fruit of a distinct 
proposition— -that it will be such as will give the maritime 
provinces a worthy and adequate position. (Cheers.) At 
all events, their geographical [position and their identity of 
interest point to some more intimate union amongst them- 
selves at least. Should that be accomplished in the first 
instance^ I am sure our Canadian fellow-countrymen would 
not less willingly receive us when representing large 
revenues, and larger territories, and larger populations — 
all of which are matters which could not but have an effect 
even with a people so disinterested as those of Canada are. 
(Cheers and laughter.) 

The toast of the " Army and Navy " having been pro- 
posed by the Chairman, who referred, in a few felicitous 
remarks to the vast importance of these Services in main- 
taining, as they would do, when the hour of peril came, the 
connection between England and her Colonies — and the 
toast having been honoured with the usual enthusiasm, it 
was responded to, on behalf of the Army, by Commissary 
Qeneral Eouth ; and on behalf of the Navy, by — 

His Excellency Sir James Hope, K.C.B., Vice Admiral 
on the North American and West Indian Station. After 
expressing his thanks for the toast. His Excellency said : 
I am glad I have been able to be present, not simply on 
account of the personal gratification which is afforded me 
of making the acquaintance of so many gentlemen with 
whom I could hardly have hoped to meet under ordinary 
drcumstances, but because not long from England I think 
that I may venture to say to you that the feelings of 
jealousy with which a project such as you now entertain 
might have been regarded not many years ago, are now 
entirely outgrown. We are now well assured of the strength 
of the ties by which you are bound to us — the tie of 
loyalty to a common Sovereign — ^the tie o£ ^ c^xscccl^^ 



kindred-^ the tie of many a name common to us all, anci 
last, though not least, the tie of " Auld Lang Syne/' Best 
well assured that your aspirations for nationality will find 
nothing else than a cordial response among us. I know, 
that there are some who have now begun to tell us that tlie 
colonies and the mother-country will cease to be united wheu 
common interests cease, but I don't believe one word of 
that, and I am sure you don't believe it. Best well assured 
that there are feelings which lie far deeper than that, and 
which are far nobler too, and those who tell us this have 
eitl^er never read history, or if they have read it, havQ 
never read it aright. (Cheers.) Only look back to the 
history of the best men in tjie War of Independence, what 
a severe wrench it was to sever them from their allegiance 
to the mother-country, and you can tell better than I how 
many descendants stUl live among you of those who sacri- 
ficed their all for loyalty to England. Can you forget 
when that young Queen presented herself to her Hungarian 
nobles — when she supposed that she was to be crushed by 
all the forces of Europe united — and held up her babe 
before them — can you forget the answer that tiiey made ? 
"We will die for our Queen Maria Theresa/' Now are 
there those who will tell us that England, who sent her 
best blood to the Crimea, would give a deaf ear to the cry 
of Canada in the time of peril, or do you doubt that if a 
son of our common Sovereign presented himself in British 
America, feelings deeper than those of self-interest 
would be stirred to their inmost depths ? Therefore it is, 
that I, looking to the glory and interest of my country, am 
able to say to you, in this project as in any other which is 
for your advantage and welfare, go on and prosper, (cheers). 

The next toast was : " The Provincial Delegates." In 
introducing it, the Hon. Charles Tupper, (Chairman), 
said : It is no secret to any person in this assemblage that 
a number of public men of C^-nada, New Brunswick, 
Prince Edward Island and Nova Scotia, have been en- 
gaged for some time at Charlottetown in deliberating upon 
. questions of the deepest importance to British America. I 
have had the pride and the satisfaction on the present oc- 
casion of asking my fellow citizens in Halifax to testify 
;their appreciation of , the visit of so many distinguished 
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public men from all these provinces. I am, perhaps, saife 
m saying, that no more momentous gathering of public 
men has ever taken place in these provinces — ^whether re- 
garded as comprising the ablest and best men, not only of 
one party, but of both the great parties into which all 
these Colonies have been divided — the *Ins,' and the 'Outs/ 
"When I speak of Canada, it is true that on the 
present occasion only the Executive Q-ovemment is repre- 
sented ; but I need not tell this assembly that which is no 
news to them, that on the great question which has en- 
gaged our deliberations, two parties who have stood in the 
most determined political antagonism to each other have 
been brought together. All minor considerations of 
queirtions of party have been merged into one common 
sentiment — ^to unite, in order to elevate their country, and 

Srovide it with a stable and efficient Government. I feel, 
lerefore, on the present occasion, that both of the great 
parties in these provinces are represented as fully as they 
could be. I may say, that engaged as we have been with 
these deliberations during the past week, I have the proud 
satirfactioiiof being able to state to this Assembly to-night 
that a more harmonious, or more united, or more cordial 
body of men, without a single exception, never were brought 
together in an endeavour to benefit their common country, 
I will go further, and say that I believe, and I have reason 
for believing so, that ihe great question in which they are 
engaged will receive at no distant day a satisfactory solution 
at their hands. But, even if that were not the case, if at 
present we should fail in devising such a system of Gov- 
ernment in these Colonies as would be calculated to unite 
us and consolidate our influence, and place us in a position 
not only to aid each other, but in the hour of danger and 
need to give that united co-operation to the Parent State 
which is due to her at our hands — even if our deliberations 
should fail, I say, still I am confident they will not have 
been lost upon us, but will exercise a most salutary in- 
fluence. I believe the discussion of these questions would 
enable public men to co-operate on other matters as they 
have on this. 

' The toast having being drunk — 

the'Hbnenrable GxoitGB Exnu^nim Qiwb:£Iss&^ Kid^T&&i 
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(General of Lower Canada, rose to return thanks on behalf 
of the Canadian Delegates. After a feiiir preliminary re- 
marks, he said : — True it is that the deliberations of that 
Conference to which allusion has been made, have been to 
a certain extent carried on with closed doors ; but at the 
same time it must be known that the great object and the 
great question submitted to that Conference is nothing else 
than this : If there could not be any means devised by 
which the great national fragments comprised in each ot 
the British American Provinces could be Drought together 
and made into a great nation ? Now here is the question : 
Shall we continue to remain separate Provinces, presided 
over, it is true, by a common Sovereign, our worthy and 
gracious Queen, but at the same time politically divided? 
We know very well that there must oe attached to tiiat 
separation a certain amount of weakness, and it must be 
obvious to every one of us that if these Provinces can be 
brought together in one government they would be more 
powerful and more worthy of being an appendage to the 
British Crown. ([Cheers.) The question, as I luive sub- 
mitted it to you, is of veiy great importance, but is it a 
presumption on the part of those who have sent us together 
to deliberate on this matter ? I don't think so. I think 
there was good cause for this Conference, and that this is 
a most propitious time for holding it. When we consider 
that Canada has a population of 3,000,000, Nova Scotia 
350,000, New Brunswick nearly 300,000, Prince Edward 
Island veiy nearly 100,000, or a total population of over 
three million and a half, we see there is a sufficientper* 
soncd element in these Provinces to make a nation. ^Wnen. 
we come to the territory occupied by these Provinces, vrm 
see again another great element requisite for the foundation 
of a great State. I need hardly bring to your notice 
gentlemen, that we in Canada have those two great ele^ 
ments of nationality — ^the personal and territorial elements 
.but we know our short comings — ^that though great i* 
iterritpry and population, we want the other element whicC 
is absolutely necessary to make a nation, that is th^ 
tmaritime element. What nation on earth has obtained 
rany amount of greatness unless it has been united with ^ 
maritime element ? We know that for a long time it wa^ 
stJwugbt that the sea was a barrier to the progress of 
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people. I remeniber when tbo people of Great Britain 
were called the inauhirea; yet this nation has managed to 
l)econie the greatest power in Europe. Take again Aus- 
tria, great in territory and population, — take Prussia, even 
Russia, or any of the great territorial powers — they have, 
had a certain amount of power, but it is limited, for they 
have not had the sea to enable them to expand it ad infini^ 
turn. Knowing as we do in Canada, that we possess so 
large a personal element — ^that we have cleared so much, 
of our territory as would secure to us as respectable a 
position as many of the European Powers, we want to be 
something $n*eater yet ; but that cannot be unless you unite 
with us. Nor must you lose sight of this fact, that though 
the Maritime Provinces occupy a sea board position, yet if. 
they do not unite with us, they must be for all time to 
come only a mere strip of sea-shore. (Laughter.) We 
hav9 too much love for you, I can assure you, and at the 
same time consideration for ourselves, to allow any such 
thing. (Renewed laughter.) Is it not within our power 
to forrd a vigorous Confederation, leaving to the local 
governments the power of dealing with their own local 
matters ? There are difficulties in jthe way, but they are 
susceptible of solution if managed with wisdom. All that 
is requisite to overcome difficulties is a strong will and a 
good heart. When I think of the nationality which can 
be formed if we can but bring the Provinces under one 
Federal Government, it seems to me I see before me — 
and! am now speaking by a sort of metaphor — ^a great 
British American nation, with the fair Provinces of New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia as the arms of the national 
body, to embrace the trade of the Atlantic. None could 
make so fair a. head as Prince Edward Island. This 
ni^Qnial body will then want a trunk, and we in Canada 
baying the ** Grand Trunk," can affi)rd to be the trunk to 
4be nation. The two Canadas will stretch mtb their toes 
&r out Jo the West, and bring as much as possible of the 
.Western territory into the Confederation. When we are 
united in a system of Federal Gevernment, one of the most 
important questions that will be submitted to us will be 
the defence of the country. As it is now, we have each 
of us the will and determination to defend ourselves if at- 
dacked,-^but can we do 00 at present with effi/dienc^? 
4 
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Tttk^ <ir instance, Prince Bdward iBlanS, or Nora Scbtift^ 
or Nevr Brunswick, or the CaQada8-^-<»n they defend* 
themselyes or help England in their defence, wmlst 8ep&> 
rated as they- are ? No, but united, one of the questions 
with which the (General Gtovemment must deal will be 
that of Ddence. We know very well that united the" 
Militia of ike Provinces could turn out to the number of 
at least 200,000, and then, with the 60,000 sailors that the 
Oanadas and the Maritime Provinces could provide, to 
htlp»the army and navy of England, what power would be 
crazy enough to attack us ? I have heanl sinee I have 
bei9ti in Halifas, the objection thrown out that then is 
mxj^h danger that vou would be absorbed. It will be vei^' 
etisj-iGi me to dispel sudi fears. I answer them by a. 
(juestton : Have you any objection to be absorbed by com*. 
merce ? Halifax through the Intercolonial Baibroad will bee 
the recipient of trade which now benefits Portland, Boston 
wid New York. If you ate unwilling to do all in year 
power to bring to a satisfactory consummation this gieati 
qtuestion, you will force us to send all this trade which you; 
ought to have thr6ugh American channels. Will th$:; 
people of Nova Scotia or New Brunswick be better. oS: 
Decause they are not absorbed by commerce or prosperity?: 
It is as evident as the sun shines at noon that when the 
Intercolonial Bailway is built — ^and it must necessarily be 
built if that confederation takes place — the consequence' 
will be that between Halifax and Liverpool there willb^ 
steamersalmost daily leaving and arriving at the fornieri— ~^ 
in feet it will be a ferfy between Halifax and Liverpool^ 
(Cheers.) We know very well too, that very many travel- 
lers would come to visit you at the sea side. When I atn 
addressing myself to you on this question I must also 
dispel a certain amount of fear which I see exists in cer- 
tain ifiinds, thatifihis union takes' place the tie which 
connects us with England will be weakened. Now I be^ 
HM theeonttdty will be the case. I am living in a Pro^ 
vinoein whi^h the inhabitants are monarchical by religiok, 
by hibit and by the rememberance of past history. Our 
great desire and our great object in making efforts to ob- 
tain the federation of the Provinces is not to weaken 
linoiiarclifical institutions, but on the contrary to increase 
thdit inftuence. We knot^ veiy treU tbat, as soon M 



v'oreciaid ioNr.ai Viqe[-1(o7a%»nwd we Aaj expect tiutt^ 
:mdiDcber.i)£ tiie BoM F^uoUjr ^iU be sent here as tUe homd. 
:Wi^:.r^3A- ta.f.tlni &elu% ia Englandt I am sare^blb^ 
imdaistQJ^dJjieyqtiestk^ ooDTeraiog 

wiSi 'Exif^hmmy oc^readkigtbe En^isfa: papers, wiUl scie 
tiuife the question which pcevaUs there is thedefeneeTof iife 
tsotmtry. ^:I oiay siqt at ooce tbat I dislUse that schoolof 
Bright, Odbden & Ca I was gbd to hear a Uttleiwlute 
ago^ the brave and noble. Admiral tell ns that thene is -an 
wider-eurrisnt which is .•deeper :tiban all that school. ;.We 
know that all this atter indilference to ookmial dependency 
onlj exists among a certain nifinber of pblitidans ; butiat 
all events it behaves us to be- wise and.itake away from 
tluit flchooVeverveaase c^cdmplai&t which they may barb 
against the colonial eysiexsL If. we can Qrgani2e<our 
imlitiain such away as to assure England tiiatinaiqr 
case of emergency weoan help her, you may depend upon 
it that school will have no very long existence.' Gentiemen, 
you mnst'Bot be afraid of us who.cofaiie from Canada 
because we represent a country greater in respect to popit- 
lation and territory. . Don't be afraid of us,-r^on't ^Hns 
togo back with all our offers, of no avail-rdoh't teU tid*a^ 
it was said: formerly of others:— ^ - ■ ■ '. :i 

](j9t me; assure yoi^ thaji the. premises w^ makei^e m;^e"in 
a^ sincerity and good faith — ^in urging UQion<upon you we 
believe we. are doing that which will be fory^ur happiiii^ss 
and "prosperity. (Cheers.) . ,, ■ 

The Hon. G^BGiJ BaowN, President of the Exepative 
Council of Canada, followed the Attorney General of Lower 
Canada, in a speech replete with statistical and. other 
aoformatioQ. .^^fter a. .few jntroductory remarks, opmpU- 
mentary to the. people of Halifax for .their U^ge. an4 
generous, ho^pijtalitytf 'the honorable' gentleman ^aid:*-rlt 
may be expected that I should say a few word^ ^ 4fq^ the 
x^ectof our preseot n^|ssian ; and p^rhapsl^ cannot beg^t 
jy^i:. tht^n % noticing pe]:tain; stajf i^ents th^Rij Jbaye apr 
peaxed ,ii:| the public press^ and which ]iave received; some 
i9g4§P€i8 in. reference to oi^r ivisi.t- :. It haS;bj^en .^d iyi^t 
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W6 have hiA the cpportanitj before now of entering into 
closer union with JNova Scotia and New Brnnswic^ bnt 
We did not avail ourselves of it— that we were offeredan 
Interoolonial railway, but refused to undertake if>-^iadd 
tha^ we only come now seeking union with these Provinces 
to escape fn)m our own sectional difficulties at home. Now, 
"Sir, I am a member of the party in Canada, which up to 
this moment has been most strenuous in its resistance to 
the Intercolonial Railway; and I ampersaaded there is 
not one man in this assembly who, under similar circom- 
stuces, would n6t have acted precisely as we did. In ihem 
Lower Provinces you have alt had your political troubles, 
but we in Canada have had sectional difficulties to distract 
imd embitter us vastly more serious than any you have 
had to contend with. Our Constitution of IB40 brought 
together under one government two' countries peopled bjr 
t^ races, with dififerent languages, different creeds,. and 
different laws and customs; and unfortunately, while mak>- 
ing us nominidly one people, it retained the line ofdemar- 
dation between Upper and Low^ .Canada, and gave the 
same number of : representatives in . Parliament to .each 
section,' without regard to their respective populations, 
their contributions to the general, revenue, or any othm* 
consideration. The disproportion between the two sections 
gradually increased, until Upper Canada has 400,000 
people more than Lower Canaaa,and pays full three-fourths 
of the whole iiational taxation, — ^but all the while the 
Lower Canadians had equal representation with us in both 
Houses of Parliament. A systematic agitation for the 
redress of the great wrong was commenced in Upper 
Canada— and as the only means of enforcing justice, we 
resisted all large schemes of improvement, we refefsed to 
enter into any new undertakings involving an increase of 
our public debt until a reform of our constitutional system 
was obtained, and we knew what our future position as a 
people was to be. We regarded the apparently far-off 
scheme of Federation of the whole Provinces as no remedy 
for our present wrongs, and we scouted the idea of build- 
ing more railroads from the public chest until the tax- 
payers who were to bear the burden of their construction, 
had their just share of control over the public purse. 
Long and earnestly did we fight for the justice we demand- 
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ed, but at last light ^ broke in upon us. Parties wer^ 
nearly equally balanced, the wheels of government had 
nearly ceased to move, a dead lock was almost inevitabld>, 
when Mr. Cartier, who wields great power in Lower Canada 
boldly and manfully took the ground that this evil muW 
be met, and he would meet it. On this basis, I and two 
political friends, * joined the Administration, and the ex* 
isting coalition was formed expressly for the purpose of set* 
tling justly and permanently the constitutional relations b^ 
tween Upper and Lower Canada. We have agreed to a 
principle of settlement acceptable to a large majority of the 
representatives in Parliament, and, Tam also persuaded, to 
the grqal mas^ of our people in both sections of theProvince. 
We are pledged as a Government to place before Parlia- 
ment at its next session a Bill giving effect to the con- 
'ffiioris of our'compabt, — and shotild Uie union 'of the 
whole Provinces not be proceeded with, our Canadian 
Reform Bill will go'on and our grievances be redressed. 
You will therefore clearly perceive that Ive have not come 
here to seek relief from our troubles — ^for the remedy -of 
our grievances is already agreed upon, and come what may 
of the larger scheme now before lift, our smaller scheme 
will certainly be accomplished. Our sole object in coming 
here 19 to say to you — ** We are about to amend our con- 
stitution, and before finally doing so, we invite you to enter 
with us frankly and earnestly into the inquiry whether it 
would or would not be for the advantage of all the British 
American Colonies to be embraced under one political 
system. Let us look the whole question steadily in ihe 
face — if we find it advantageous let us act upon it, but if 
not, let the whole thing drop. This is the whole story of 
our being here — ^this is the full scope and intention of out 
present visit. But, sir, there is another objection raised. 
It is said that the debt of Canada is very great, our tax- 
ation is heavy, and that we seek to throw a portion of out 
burdens on the shoulders of our neighbors. Now, I belong 
to the party of economy in Canada — ^the party that has 
resisted the increase of the public debt and taxation, and 

** The Honorable William McDougnll, Provincial SecretAry, &nd 
Member of Parliament for North Lanark, Upper Canada, and the 
honorable Oliver Mowatt, lately Postmaster Genera), and now Lord 
Chaneellor for Canada. 
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has loudly complained of their rapid advance — but largt 
as our debt aud taxation uodoubtedly are for a young 
country, the people of Caoada are abuadaotly able to bear 
it all and much more without assistance from any quartei 
whatever, (Cheers.) Were our burdeas much greater 
than they are, we would but have to aftand etiU in our extra- 
prdiaary expenditures for a few years^ and the rapid 
increaBe of onr population, industrial energy and wealth 
would easily enable us to overcome it all- And it' gentle* 
man who make this suggestion would look narrowly into 
the finances of their own Proviacee — and having regard 
to the populations of their respective countrieSjWill compare 
them with ours, I fancy they will find no great disparity 
between our respective burdens* Sir, it ought not excite 
any surprisie that the Federation of all the British North 
American Provinces is at last presented to us as a practicfld 
question. The subject has often and again been discussed 
in the ijress and in Parliament, but at no time haa any 
Provincial State«man ever expreBsed a doubt that the fit- 
ting future of these Colonies was to be united under one 
Grovernment and Legislature under tbo sovereignty of 
Great Britain. But two questions ever sprang up at once 
in considering so great a movement — Have the Colonies 
yet gained such a strength m to warrant their undertaking 
such a charge ? — and could such terms be agreed upon 
and such a constitution be framed as would be acceptable 
to the whole of the Provinces ? These questions are as 
fieriona and needful to be met at this hour, m they ever 
were in the past. It is no light matter to change the whole 
political and commercial relations of any country. In 
these Colonies, as heretofore governed, we have enjoyed 
great advantages under the protecting shield of the mother 
txountry. We have had no army or navy to sustain, no 
foreign diplomacy to maintain — our whole resources have 
gone^ to our internal improvement — and notwithstanding 
our occasional strifes with the Colonial Office, we have en- 
j(iyed a degree of self-government and generous consider- 
ation such as no colonies in ancient or modern history ever 
enjoyed at the hands of a parent state. Is it any wonder 
that thoughtful men should hesitate to countenance a step 
that might change the happy and advantageous relations 
we have occupied towards the mother countiy ? I am 



perstfaded there never was a moment in the hietorjrd 
•these Colonies when the hearts of oar people were so fiftnlSK 
attached to the parent state bj the ties of gratitude and 
affisction as at this moment; and for one I hesitate not to 
say, that did this movement for colonial union endanger the 
connection that has so long and so happily existed, it would 
hate my firm opposition. (Cheers.) But far frok fearing 
suchi a result, a due consideration of the matter miust 
satisfy every one that the more united we arepthe st rtmgttf 
will we be--and the stafonger we are, the less troubti We wttl 
give the Imperial Gbvemment, the more advantageous 
will be our commerce, and the more proud they will i)e oi 
us BS a portion of the Empire. Our relation to the U cilhiBt 
Oountry does not, therefore, enter into the qMMioBJ 
Whether the right time for a general union hai an^e4' 
xhoet be determined by a close esamination into the 'pvi^ 
s^t pontion of all the Provinces, and the posiifeiU^ of 
such an arrangement being ma.tured as will h^ satisfiEU^ioiy 
tdall (X)ncerned. And that, Sir, has been the work is 
which the Conference has been engaged for twowed^s 
past. W^ have gone earnestly into the condd^atic^ <^ 
the question in aUits bearings, andoui^ unanimoui con^ 
elusion is, that if terms of union fair to all and acceptable 
to alt ceuM be devised, a union of all the British American 
Provinces would be highly advantageous to every one of 
the Provinces. (Loud cheers.) In the first plaoe,^8i^, frbm 
the attitude of half a dozen inconsiderable colonies, we 
would rise at once to the position of a ^eat and powerful 
state.„ At the census taken on 12th January, 1861, the 
jk^uktion of the Provinces was as follows : — 

Upper Canada 7'...l,39e,0df " 

Loww Canada 1,111,566 

Nova Scotia. 330,857 

New Brunswick. 252,047 

Newfoundland 122,635 

' Prince Edward Island. .V .80,S57 " 

Total in 1861. ......:. .^^Hfi56 '' '^ 

But since then nearly four years have elapsed, and the 

'kverf^ increase meanwhile, calculated at fifteen per cent. 

- malUMi 4he population of the six F^vinees «t thk'ttOOSM&Sw 
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3,787,750. . And if to this wie add the large, numbers 
necessarily omitted in countries so vast and sparsely settled, 
we will fi^nd, that our total population, in the event of a 
unipn^ woujd from the start be not much less than four 
tnillions of souls. (Cheers.) And there is perhaps a 
better way of measuring our strength than by mere num* 
becs-r-aod that is, by comparing ourselves with other 
pountries. Kpw there are in Europe forty-eight Sovereign 
States. Of these there are no fewer than than thirty-seven 
cont^inidg i^s population than would the united British 
Jfiprth American Provinces — and among them are no less 
prominent countries than Portugal, Holland, Denmark, 
fiwit^rlattd,; Saxony, Hanover and Greece (cheers)— all 
of which, are inferior to us in population. There are but 
el^vei^ states. in Europe superior to us in population ; ana 
ibreeof these are so little in advance of us that a very few 
jiiears would undoubtedly send us far ahead of them. The 
th?ee. are Sweden and Norway, containing 6,349,775 
peQple — Belgium, containing 4,182^255 — and Bavaria^ 
with 4j.689,837... These three once passed, and but eight 
JEuropean States would be in advance of UP, (Cheers.) And 
let us see bow we would stand in regard to the question of 
defence. I find by the Census returns of 1861, that the 
male perj^ono then in the provinces were as follows : — 

tJpPKB Canada -From 20 to 30—128,740 

, : 30 to 40— 84,178 

40 to 50— 59,660 

:. . 50 to 60— 36,377 

308,956 

Lower Canada From 20 to 30— 93,302 

30 to 40— 59,507 
40 to 50— 42,682 

50to60— 30,129 

' / 225,620 

Nova Scotia^ From 20 to ep .: 67,867 

New Beunswick — ^From 21 to 40-r- 33^574 

40 to- 50— 10,739 

: — . : • -50 to 60— 7,312 

— ;51,625 

/iiivi7TouimLAKD*-N«^From;20.to 60..;...^ 
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Princb E. ISLiND— Prom 21 to 46— 11,144 

45 to 60— 3,675 14,819 

Total Males from 20 to 60 693,918 

Of this enormous body of men, about 160,000 were between 
the years of 45 and 60 — but striking them all off and 
throwing off fifty thousand for the lame and the halt, we 
would have still left half a million of able bodied men 
ready and willing to defend their country. (Cheers.) But 
let us look at the aspect we should present to the world in 
an industrial and commercial point of view. And first let 
us examine the agricultural interest. From the Census 
Returns it appears that there were in 1861 no fewer than 
333,6i04 farmers in the six British American Provinces, 
and 160,702 laborers, of which doubtless a very large pro- 
portion are fium laborers. It also appears that the land 
granted by government and now held by private parties in 
the Provinces is not less than 46,638,854 acres — of which 
13,128,229 are under cultivation, and the balance has yet 
to be brought into use. These lands are thus distributed: — 

Held. Cultivated. 

Upper Canada 17,708,232 6,051,619 

Lower Canada 13,680,000 4,804,235 

Nova Scotia 5,748,893 1,028,032 

New Brunswick 6,636,329 835,108 

Newfoundland, about 100,000 41,108 

Prince Edward Island... .1,365,400 368,127 



45,638,854 13,128,229. 

And mark the enormous amount of produce obtained from 
these cultivated lands. I compile from the Census Returns 
of f!he several Colonies the following results as our united 
crop in the year 1860 : — 

Wheat bushels 28,212,760 

Barley *• 6,692,991 

5ye. " 1,934,683 

fsfm.. " 12,302,183 

Oa«» '' 46,634,472. 

5 
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Buckwheat bushels .•3.648,460 

Indian Com " 2,624,163 

Beans " 75,755 

Potatoes " 39,485,246 

Other Roots " 23,730,706 

GraasSeed " 115,345 

Hay tons 2,242,596 

Hops ..lbs 300,439 

Maple Sugar " 16,782,872 

Wool " 7,010,914 

Flax and Hemp " 2,183,759 

Butter " 52,570,886 

Cheese " 4,602,065 

Beef. bbls., 200 lbs 134,562 

Pork *' « 581,802 

At a fair valuation, these crops will be found to sum up to 
the enormous amount of nearly one hundred and twenly 
millions of dollars — ^and if to this we add the increaae on 
tiie number and value of the £axm stock during the year, 
and the value of garden and orchard produce during ^ 
year, and the improvements in clearing and fencing and 
buildings during the year — ^we will come safelv to the con- 
clusion that the products of our fields and gardens in 1860, 
was not less than $150,000,000. (Cheers!) Theaesesaed 
value of our farm lands in 1860 was upwards of $550,000,- 
000. And then, if we consider that our agriculture is yet 
in its infancy — ^that only a small portion of the thirteen 
millions of acres in pasture and under the plough is yet in 
high cultivation and much of it almost in a state of nature 
— ^that thirty millions of good lands over which the plough 
has not passed are yet in private hands — and that vast 
quantities still remain with government for disposal — ^soxxle 
slight conception may be gained of the future agricultural 
capabilities of the united British American rrovinces. 
(Cheers.) But, Mr. Chairman, if our position would be 
so remarkable as an agricultural people, our union would 
give us almost as high an attitude before the world as a 
great Maritime State. By the census of 1861 it appears 
that foux years ago the sailors and fishermen of the six 
Colonies summed up no fewer than 69,256. (Cheen.) 
There were 
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In Upper Canada 808 

In Lower Canada 5,150 

In Nova Scotia 19,637 

In New Bmnswick 2,765 

In Newfoundland 38,678 

In Prince Edward Island 2,318 



Total sailors and fishermen 69,256 

Setting aside the unspeakable value of such a body of men 
in deduce of the country, the commercial returns from 
their industry must be very great. The exports of fish 
alone firom the united provinces amounted to no less a sum 
than nearly ten millions of dollars. I have been unable 
to iEuscertain with accuracy the number and tonnage of the 
shipping owned and sailed in British America — ^but tins 
we ao mow, that last year no fewer than 628 vessels were 
built within our borders, having an aggregate tonnage of 
230,312 tons. (Cheers.) These vessels were distributed 
thus : — 

•Built in Canada 158 vesssels 67209 tons. 

" Nova Scotia 207 " 46,862" 

" New Brunswick 137 " 85,250** 

" Newfoundland 26 "about 6,000" 

" P. E. Island 100 " 24,991" 



Total 628 vessels 230,312 tons 

And highly gratifying as are these results, they are the 
product of two branches but yet in their infancy and both 
capable of great extension! I might continue this analysis 
through our whole industrial pursuits and show you one 
and all of them in the same nigh state of efficiency^'— I 
might tell you how we exported last year $15,000,000 in 
timber alone — I might expose to you the rapidly increas- 
ing importance of our Coal Mines, our Gold Kelds, our 
Copper Mines, our Iron Works and our Petroleum Wells 
— I might enlarge on the fast rising importance of our 
manufactures — ^but already I have detained you far longer 
than I intended and must come to a close. LeC me, how- 
ever, wind up with this, that were the Provinces all imited 
io-morroW} they would have an annual Export trade q£ \9a 



less than $65,0(X)^()00) and au Import traffic to an equal 
amount — they would have twothoubandi fire hundred 
miles of railway ; telegraph wires extending to erery city 
and town throughout the country, and an annual' govern- 
ment revenue of nearly thirteen millions of dollars. (Cheers) 
Mr. Chairman, it needs no special wisdom to pensive that 
a state presenting such resources and offering such varied 
and lucrative employment to the immigrant and the capital- 
ist, would at once occupy a high position and attract to it 
the marked attention of other countries. It would be 
something to be a citizen of such a state. Heretofore we 
have been known as separate colonies, and the merits ahA 
disadvantages of each compared and s^t off against the othet 
— ^but with union the advantages of each would pertain to 
.the whole, — a citizen of one would be a citizen oi all — ^and 
the foreign emigrant would come with very different feel- 
ings of confidence to our shores. In England we should 
occupy a very different position frOm what we h^Ve ^Ver 
done as separate and feeole colonies. I cannot ajgree with 
my hon. friend, Mr. Cartier, in his opinion as to the great 
political party in Great Britain that. has done so mudb to 
break the fetters of trade and raise the commerce of Eng- 
land to its present unexampled, point of high prosperity. 
But regretting, as all must do, the extreme colonial views of 
Messrs. Bright and Cobden and their political friends, who 
cannot fail to see that a union of the whole Provinces would 
have the effect of inspiring respect even with that school 
of public men, and commanding confidence in our com- 
mercial future. The doubt and uncertainty as to the fixture 
of these Colonies that have hung so long and so injuriously 
over us, would be greatly modified by the union ; and our 
securities would sensibly feel the effect in the money market 
of the world. How different a position, too, would we* oc- 
cupy in the eyes of our American neighbors. Instead of 
appearing in their commercial returns as separate buyers, 
we would stand out unitedly as their very best customer— 
and we would be able to deal with them for a permanent 
renewal of the Reciprocity Treaty, under advantages that 
we have not enjoyed before. But far in advance of all 
other advantages would be this, that union of all the Pro- 
vinces would break down all trade barriers between usj and 
tbrow' open at once to all a combined market of fout 
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millions of people. Yon in the east would send us your 
fiflhandi your coajs and your West India produce, while 
we -would send you in return the flour and the grain and 
the meats you now buy in Boston and New York. Our 
merchants and manufacturers would have a new field before 
tiiem — ^the barrister in the smallest provinces would have 
the judicial honors of all of them before him to stimulate 
his ambition — a patentee could secure his right over all 
British America — and in short all the advantages of free 
intercourse which has done so much for the United States, 
would at once be open to us all. One other argument 
there is in favor of the Union that ought with all of us to 
weigh most seriously, and that argument is, that it would 
elevate the politics and the politicians of our country 
(cheers)— it would lift us above the petty strifes of small 
communities, and give to our public afiairs a degree of 
importance and to our leading public men a status very 
different from that they have heretofore occupied. On a 
survey of the whole case, I do think that there is no doubt as 
to the high advantages that would result from a union of 
all the Colonies — ^provided that terms of union could be 
found just to all the contracting parties, and so framed as 
to secure harmony in the future administration of affairs. 
That is the unanimous conclusion of the Conference, and 
I am persuaded that when the facts are before the country 
it is a conclusion that wUl be cordially endorsed by the 
people of all the Provinces. But it were wrong to conceal 
for a moment that the whole merit of the scheme of union 
may be completely marred by the character of its details. 
The consideration of the details has already received in an 
informal manner the earnest attention of the Convention. 
I commit no indiscretion in sajdng that a^ yet we have 
arrived at no formal conclusion as to any of those details — 
and I am sure you will feel we are right in studiously re- 
fraining at present from all discussions of our views in 
regard to them. A formal meeting for their earnest and 
mature consideration will be held at an early day — and 
when difficulties have been removed and our plans matured, 
the whole scheme will be placed fully and frankly before 
our constituents in all the Provinces. The hoD. gentle-^ 
man resumed his seat amid applause. 



The Honorable S. L. Tilley, Provincial Secretary and 
Leader of the Government of New Bnmswick, in replying 
to the toast on behalf of that Province, said : — ^I mnst con- 
fess that I rise under no ordinary degree of embarrassment 
to-night. We are summoned here by the representatives of 
royalty^ and surrounded by the ablest men that Canada has 
produced at the present day ; and I am quite sure that the 
feelings which embarrass me at the present moment wilt be, 
to a certain extent, participated in by my friends of New 
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, when they reflect on 
the insignificance of our position in comparison with that of 
the great country so ably represented by the men who have 
already spoken. I may say with regard to the question 
which we have been considering during the past week^ 
that I do not intend to keep my mouth quite as close as 
my friend Mr. Brown. I don't hesitate to declare my own 
sentiments upon one or two matters which I consider are 
of some importance. I may state here emphatically as one 
of those delegates constitutionally appointed for the pur- 
pose of considering the Union of the Maritime Provinces, 
that I am decidedly in favor of that proposition ; but I am 
prepared, at the same time, if an arrangement equitaUe to 
these Provinces, can be made, to expand this union and 
have a general confederation. I have been in favor of a 
Union of the Maritime Provinces because it has been my 
good fortune to represent my government in delegations in 
England, in Canada, and in Nova Scotia, either for the pur- 
pose of increasing or improving our inter-colonial communi- 
cation, or extending our trade ; and I don't hesitate to say 
that in every step we have made we have been frustrated 
by the existence of these separate Legislatures and Govern- 
ments. Mr. Chairman, I made a visit to Nova Scotia 
some years ago, in order to extend, if possible, our trade 
relations, but when we sat down to consider this, what did 
we find ? We found that any manu&cture sent over to 
New Brunswick from Nova Scotia, was met by a duty of fif- 
teen per cent. , and any from my own province to this one had 
to pay ten per cent. It is just the same as if a tdbxi going 
firoin Cumberland into Colchester was met by a duty on 
his products. We have tried our best to remedy the evil 
and to remove these absurdities, but we found 4&fficultie8 
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piMentfaig themB^ves at almost every step. The expendi- 
tnre in some of the Provinoes requires a large revenue, and 
thei^oie the imposition of large duties. The raw material 
in some pays twoper cent., in anotherit is free; and so you 
will perceive that where that article is free, that province 
would have a great advantage over the other. Then, again, 
when we were discussing the subject of an Intercolonial 
Railway, what did we find ? We found at once a differ- 
ence in the interests of the respective Provinces. In 
Upper Canada, we found that the people were opposed to 
the project because it was so far from them, and would 
not create an expenditure in Canada. And then, as my 
friend, Mr. Brown, has told you, they have had their constitu- 
tional difficulties to settle before this railway could be buUt ; 
and I am glad to hear that these difficulties have been 
settled. WTben we go to Lower Canada we find objections 
also meeting us there. We go to Nova Scotia, and we 
hear you say: You have large territories to be opened up, 
and ttie road is of greater advantage to you than to Nova 
Scotia. In New Brunswick, they say : all the trade is to 
be carried away from that Province to Halifax. Now sup- 
pose we were all drawn together into one confederation, 
you would not be met with these difficulties in any of your 
negotiations. If you wanted to secure intercolonial free 
trade or an inter-colonial railway, then there would be no 
troubia How much more effectually could measures of 
self-defence be arranged if we were all united ; and I don't 
hesitate to say that the time is not far distant when we must 
do more than we have done heretofore. It is shewn that we 
have a population of nearly four millions ; that our exports 
reach $130,000,000 ; that the value of our agricultural 
property amounts to $160,000,000 ; that our assessed pro- 
perty is put down at ^550,000,000 ; under these circum- 
stances, knowing, as I believe I do, something of the spirit 
and intelligence of the people of these Colonies, they are 
prepared to say, that in view of the privileges we enjoy, 
and the responsibilities which we ought to assume, we are 
ready to pay our share for the defence and the maintenance 
of the liberties of our country. When it is said that those 
who are engaged in securing the confederation of the 
Maritime, or of the whole of the Provinces, do so because 
the Imperial Government desires it, I €«j \]!c^^3cmc:j^nr\i^«3^ 
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acting in oommon with me, and I think I har^ hod ahufOr 
dajit opportunities of knowing it, are actuated hj higW 
motives. I believe there are no feelings on the part of tJEt^ 
Imperial Government that are antagonistic to these GpIck 
nies. We have had it from the lips of those distinguished 
gentlemen sitting by you, sir, that they are ready to as- 
sent to any proposition in reference to the provinces which 
is likely to advance their happiness and promote their 
prosperity. If arrangements can be satisfactorily comr 
pleted, so that the interests of each province will be main- 
tained, I can see no objection to a confederation of the 
whole. We are in the Lower Provinces a manufacturing 
people to a large extent, and we would, to the whole of 
British America, occupy the same position that Massachu- 
setts does to the United States. Reference has been 
made to our proceedings having been carried on secretly. 
I think any man who reflects upon the delicacy of our mis- 
sion— -and knows that we have been discussing it in a merely 
conversational matter — ^must see that it was absolutely ne- 
cessary that such informal discussions should be carried on 
with closed doors; but when we have come to some' conclu- 
sion, then it will be submitted to our respective Legislaturea 
We have only one common object in view — ^the promo^ 
tion of the prosperity of these Provinces, their advance- 
ment, socially and politically ; and I can assure you that 
all of us fully feel the importance and responsibility of the 
trust that has been placed in our hands (Cheers.) 

The Honorable Colonel Gray, Premier of Prince Ed- 
ward Island, and President of the Convention of Mari- 
time Delegates, spoke, also, on behalf of his Colony, in 
the following terms : — ^If an old practised politician like 
Mr. Cartier approaches this subject with diffidence and 
hesitation, how much more must I feel who am the 
youngest politician, if indeed one at all. Perhaps it 
would display a far greater amount of wisdom if I would 
observe a complete reticence ; but, Mr. Chairman, there 
are points with regard to which I feel called upon to deal 
shortly — ^the one being that which involves my giving 
thanks to the people of this city for their reception of my- 
self and colleagues, and the other being my firm resolve 
upon all pul^ occasions to raise my voice in order to 
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disabuse the public mind on^ a subject ou which cousider- 
«^ble misapprehenfcjion exists — I allude to our public de- 
fences. The people of the Colony in which my lot is at 
present cast, have been ko long intimately connected witli 
Noya Scotia — 8o much unity has ever existed between 
them in all their relations, that I consider no union is 
necessary between them further than that which already 
exists. I have always entertained great ])rognostic8 as to 
the future of this city ; I look upon it as certain to be the 
London of the Western Confederation; but throwing aside 
the politician let me speak individually. I have had some 
little acquaintance with many countries in the four quar- 
ters of the globe, and I have come to the conclusion that 
in the city of Halifax hospitality has taken her seat. — 
(Cheers.) I thank you cordially on behalf of the Colony 
I represent, for myself and colleagues, for the high honor 
you have conferred upon us in the toast which has been pro- 
posed. But there is a question which I think deeply upon, 
and that is one on which I may offer an opinion. I consider 
that a considerable amount of misapprehension has arisen 
in reference to the question of self-defence, both on the 
part of the profession in which I passed so many years of 
my life, and of those of our fellow-colonists who appear to 
me to underrate themselves, and to forget from whom they 
are descended. It has been asserted that in case of an in- 
vasion — and I suppose that in any war that might arise. 
it would be one of self-defence on our side simply — that 
our frontiers cannot be maintained, but that the regular 
soldiery would have to withdraw and concentrate behind 
fortifications, and that the militia of the Confederation 
would be scattered like a flock of sheep. I take issue with 
those that assert this. To my old comrades I would say, 
that when that day arrives I hope I may not live to see 
them taking positions behind stonewalls. Their place has 
ever been in the front, and there they must ever be. To 
my fellow colonists, I would say, why underrate your 
capabilities ? Consider what was the conduct of the Militia 
of Britain diuing the Crimean war. I remember, during 
that period, when serving on the Staff of a General Officer 
in the Mediterranean, we had two Regiments of the Lan- 
cashire farmers counted worthy to hold the all important 
fortress of Gibraltar; — ^at Malta the glistening bayoni^t& of 
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the brave men of Kent lined the ramparts, and at Ooifti 
that important post washeld by the stout yeomen of Nor- 
folk ; and need I remind the men of a Provinoe which has 
lately sent forth a Williams, an Inglis, the saviour of 
India, a Welsford and a Parker to add imperishable lustre 
to the arms of Britain, that they have plenty such, craite 
as capable of holding Quebec, Montreal, St. John or Halir 
fax. (Cheers.) Only let a wise and vigorous policy be 
adopted, let our Militia be armed and organized as th^ 
will be proud to be, and standing shoulder to shoulder 
with their brethren of the Boyal -Ajrmy, should the day of 
trial arrive when our gallant neighbors forget that,desoend- 
ed from the same stock and lineage, we ought to live in 
peace and amity as brothers, then we will be prej^ared to 
shew them that, profitting by their own example m dajB 
gone by, there are four millions of free men in these pro- 
vinces not unworthy descendants of their sires. (Cheers.) 
I have now but to say that whatever may be the result cf 
our deliberations, the people we represent may rest assured 
that we approach the consideration of this grave and mo- 
mentous question in all its bearings with a frill sense of 
our solemn responsibilities. 

Hon. Dr. Tupper then proposed as the next toast, 
" Colonial Union," coupling with it the name of Hon, J. 
A. McDonald, Attorney General for Canada West. 

Hon. J. A. Macdonald then rose amid loud cheers, and 
spoke as follows: My friends and colleagues, Messrs. 
Uartier and Brown, have returned their thanks on behalf 
of the Canadians for the kindness bentowed upon us, and 
I shall therefore not say one word on that subject, but 
shall approach the question more immediately before us. 
I must confess to you, sir, and to you, gentlemen, that I 
approach it with the deepest emotion. The question of 
" Colonial Union" is one of such magnitude that it dwarfs 
every other question on this portion of the continent. It 
absorbs every idea as far as 1 am concerned;" For twenty 
long years I have been dragging myself through the dreary 
waste of Colonial politics. I thought there was no end, 
nothing worthy of^ ambition, but now I see something 
which 18 wdl wotQxj of all I have suffered in the cause <S 
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mj little country. This question has now assumed a posi* 
turn that demands and commands the attention of all the 
Colonies of British America. There may be obstructions, 
local difficulties may arise, disputes may occur, local jeal- 
Gosies may intervene, but it matters not — ^the wheel is 
now revolving, and we are only the fly on the wheel, we 
cannot delay it — ^the union of the colonies of British 
America, under one sovereign, is a fixed fact. (Cheers.) 
Sir, this meeting in Halifax will be ever remembered in 
tbe history of British America, for here the delegates from 
the several provinces had the first opportunity of express- 
ing their sentiments. We have been unable to announce 
them before, but now let me say that we have arrived 
unanimously at the opinion that the union of the provinces 
is for the advantage of all, and that the only question that 
remains to be settled is, whether that union can be arranged 
with a due regard to sectional and local interests. I have 
no doubt that such an arrangement can be effected, that 
eveiy difficulty will be found susceptible of solution,and that 
ihe great project wiU be successfully and happily realissed. 
What were we before this question was brought before the 
paUic mind ? Here we were in the neighborhood of a large 
nation — of one that has developed its military power in a 
most marvellous degree — ^here we were connected by one 
tie only, that of common allegiance. True it was we 
were states of one Sovereign, we all paid allegiance to the 
great central authority, but as far as ourselves were con- 
oemed tiiere was no poUtical connection, and we were as wide 
apart as British America is from Australia. We had only 
i&e mere sentiment -of a common allegiance, and we were 
liable, in case England and the United States were pleased 
\o differ, to be cut off, one by one, not having any common 
means of defence. I believe we shall have at length an 
QigaiiUEation that will enable us to be a nation and protect 
oindives as we should. Look at the gallant defence that 
is being noade by the Southern BepubUc — ^at this moment 
flwy have not much more than four millions of men — ^not 
mneh exceeding our own numbers — ^yet what a brave fight 
they have made, notwithstanding the stem bravery of the 
New Englander, or the fierce elan of the Irishman. — 
(Cheers.) We are now nearly four millions of inhabitants, 
aodintfaianextdeoennialperiodof takingthe oensa&)^^bA?sf& 
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we shall have eight millions of people, able to defend their 
country against all comers. (Cheers.) But we murf! 
have one common organization — one political govenunentc 
It has been said that the United States (Government is a 
failure, I don't go so far. On the contrary I consider it 
a marvellous exhibition of human wisdom. It was as 
perfect as human wisdom could make it, and under it the 
American States greatly prospered until very reoently ; bat 
being the work of men it had its defects, and it is for us 
to take advantage by experience, and endeavor to see if we 
cannot arrive by careful study at such a plan as will avoid 
the mistakes of our neighbors. In the first place we know 
that every individual state was an individual sovereignty 
— ^that each had its o^vn army and navy and political or- 
ganization — and when they formed themselves into a con- 
federation they only gave the central authority certain 
specific powers, reserving to the individual states all the 
other rights appertaining to sovereign powers. The dan- 
gers that have risen from this system we will avoid if we 
can agree upon forming a strong central government — a 
great central Legislature — a constitution for a Union 
which will have all the rights of sovereignty except those 
that are given to the local governments. Then we shall 
have taken a great step in advance of the American Ee- 
public. If we can only obtain that object — a vigorous gen- 
eral government — we shall not be New Brunswickers, nor 
Nova Scotians, nor Canadians, but British Americans, 
imder the sway of the British Sovereign. In discussing 
the question of colonial union, we must consider what is 
desirable and i)racticable ; we must consult local preju- 
dices and aspirations. It is our desire to do so. I hope 
that we will be enabled to work out a constitution that 
will have a strong central Government, able to offer a 
powerful resistance to any foe whatever, and at the same 
time will preserve for each Province its own idenity — and 
will protect every local ambition ; and if we cannot do this 
we shall not be able to carry out the object we have now 
in view. In the Conference we have had we have been 
united as one man — ^there was no difierence of feeling — 
no sectional prejudices or selfishness exhibited by any ore ; 
— ^we all approached the subject feeling its importance ; 
feeling that in our hands were the destinies of a nation ; 
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and great would be onr sin and shame if any different 
motiveB had intervened to prevent us carrying ont the no- 
ble object of founding a great British Monarchy, in con- 
nection with the British Empire, and under the British 
Qaeen. (Cheers.) That there are difficulties in the way 
would be folly for me to deny ; that there are important 
questions to be settled before the project can be consunmiat- 
ei is obvious ; but what great subject that has ever attracted 
ihe attention of mankind has not been fraught with diffi- 
cultieB? We would not be worthy of the position in 
which we have been placed by the people if we did not 
meet and overcome these obstacles. I will not continue 
to detain you at this late period of the evening, but will 
meie^ say that we are desirous of a union with the Mari- 
time Provinces on a fair and equitable basis : that we de- 
sire no advantage of any kind, that we believe the object 
in view will be as much in fsivor as against these Maritime 
Colonies. We are ready to come at once into most inti- 
mate connection with you. This cannot be fully procured, 
I admit, by political union simply. I don't hesitate to say 
that with respect to the Intercolonial Bailway, it is under- 
stood by the people of Canada that it can only be built as 
a means of iK)litical union for the Colonies. It cannot be 
denied that the Bailway, as a commercial enterprise, 
woold be of comparatively little commercial advants^ to 
the people of Canada. Whilst we have the St. La^vrence 
in ^mmier, and the American ports in time of peace, 
we have' all that is requisite for oiur purposes. We recog- 
nise, however, the fiict that peace may not -always exist, 
and tiiat we must have some other means of outlet if we 
do not wish to be cut off firom the ocean for some months 
in the year. We wish to feel greater security — ^to know 
tiiatwe can have assistance readily in the hour of danger. 
In the case of a^ union, this Bailway must be a national 
work, and Canada will cheerfully contribute to the utmost 
extent in order to make that important link without which 
no political connection can be complete. What will be 
the consequence to this city, prosperous as it is, from that 
communication ? Montreid is at this moment competing 
with New York for the trade of the great West. Build 
the road and HalifBo: will soon become one of the great 
emporimns of the world. All the great resources of th^ 
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West will come over the immmae railwiijw of OanadAto 
the boBom of your harbor. But tliere are even greater 
advantages for us all in view. We will become a great 
nation, and God forbid that it should be one separateorom 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and IrelancL*^ 
(Cheers.) There has been a feeling that because Hie old 
colonies were lost by the misrule of the British Govern- 
ment, every colony must be lost when it assumes the reins 
of self-government. I believe, however, as stated by the 
gallant Admiral, that England will hold her position in 
every colony — she will not enforce an unwilling obedience 
by her arms ; but as long as British Americans sludl retain 
tnat same allegiance which they feel now, Englimd will 
spend her last shilling, and spill her best blood like wine 
in their defence. (C^rs.) In 1812 there was an Ameri- 
can war because Englana empressed American seamen. 
Canadians had nothing to do with the cause of the quarrel, 
yet their militia came out bravely and did all they oonld 
for the cause of England. Again, we have had the Ore- 
gon question, the Trent difficiUty, question after question 
m which the Colonies had no interest, yet we were ready 
to shoulder the mm^et and fi^ht for the honor of the 
mother country. It has been said that England wishes to 
throw us off. There may be a few doctrinaires who. argue 
for it, but it is not the feeling of the people of England. 
Their feeling is this — ^that we have not been true to our- 
selves, that we have not put ourselves in an attitude of de* 
fence, that we have not done in Canada as the English have 
done at home. It is a mistake: Canada is ready to do her 
part. She is organizing a militia, she is expending an enor- 
mous amount ofmoney for the purpose of doing her best for 
self-protection. I am happy to know that the militia of 
Nova Scotia occupies a front rank ; I understand by a ju- 
dicious administration you have formed here a large and 
efficient volunteer and militia organization. We are fol- 
lowing your example and are forming an effective body of 
militia, so that we shall be able to say to England, that if 
she should send her arms to our rescue, at a time of peril, 
she would be assisted by a well disciplined body of men. 
Everything, gentlemen, is to be gained by Union, and 
everything to be lost by disunion. Everybody admits that 
Union must tslce place sometime. I say now is the time* 
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Here we are ziow in a state of peace and prosperity — ^now 
we can sit dovm without any danger threatening us, and 
canBJderand firameascheme advantageous to each of these 
colonies. K we allow so fiivorable an opportunity to pass, 
it may never come again ; but I believe we have arrived at 
such a conclusion in our deliberations that I may state 
without any breach of confidence — ^that we all unitedly 
agree that such a measure is a matter of the first necessity, 
and that only a few (imaginary I believe) obstacles stand 
in tiiie way of its consummation. I will feel that I shall 
not have served in public life without a reward, if before I 
enter into private life I am a subject of a great British 
American nation, under the government of Her Majesty, 
•and in connection with the ^npire of Great Britain and 
Ireland (Loud cheers.) 

Dr. TuppER then gave, as the next toast, " British 
American Commerce," coupUng with it the name of the 
Hon. Mr. Gait, Finance Minister of Canada. 

Hon. Mr. Galt, in reply, said: — ^I must confess that I feel 
very great reluctance m rising to address you at this late 
hour of the evening. I feel that the remarks made by gen- 
tlemen who have preceded me have exhausted this subject. 
We must all of us have listened with satisfaction to the 
views which have fallen from previous speakers. Thou{;h 
it be true that England's position is due in a great mea- 
sure to her adherence to constitutional usage, yet at the 
same time,we cannot but see that after all,the commerce, in- 
dustry, and intelligence of the people are the true sources of 
her greatness. I feel proud to be permitted to say a few 
worda this evening — an evening which I consider as form- 
ing an era in the history of British America. Whatever 
may be our views with regard to constitutional questions, 
there can be no doubt entertained by any of us that our 
interests are identical in endeavoring to increase the trade 
and commerce that should exist between the different 
fiunilies of British America. I believe the Union of these 
Provinces must cause a most important change in their 
trade. Union is free trade among ourselves. Perhaps in- 
gunnountable difficulties may prevent us carrying out any 
IBUoh thing whilst separated, but when united our inter- 
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course mnst be as free as between Lancashire and YOTkshire, 
The free intercourse between the States of the American 
Union — ^free trade in the interchange of products, has 
had more to do with their manrellous progress than any- 
thing that was put in their constitution. Give us Union 
and the East shall have free trade with the West. We 
shall have a common interest in each other's proceedings. 
We shall feel that the political connection is the introduc- 
tion to the commercial connection. We have had a com- 
mercial connection with the great cities of the States, but 
we have not had political union with them. We have not 
that affection for them which we have for the cities of 
Britain. We desire to foster this affection. But, whilst 
we may all be agreed that in a political and commercial 
sense we should be united, yet there may be grounds that 
forbid the banns. It may be said that the extravagance 
of some of the members render this union undesirable. 
In regard to this question I think those gentlemen who 
hear me will be perfectly satisfied to leave it in the hands 
of the men who represent the Lower Provinces in the Con- 
ference. If the union with the Canadas is to be attended 
with such disadvantages, we may be sure they will see 
it. I don't wish that this audience should go away with the 
idea that we Canadians, in coming down here, and bringing 
this subject before you, are actuated by any other object 
than feelings of patriotism. Therefore, I will briefly say 
this, that notwithstanding the differences that may exist 
in the tariffs and excise laws of each of the Provinces, 
there is practically very little difference indeed in the 
amount per head. New Brunswick raises probably the 
highest, Nova Scotia the least, and Canada occupies a cen- 
tral position. Looking .also at the respective debts, we 
find that they bear the same proportion per head as in 
the case of the Excise and Customs. If we are united we 
must have an Intercolonial Eailway. I am an advocate 
of this great work, and it becomes an absolute necessity if 
a union of these Provinces is to take place at all. Under 
the last proposition seven-twelfths was to be built by the 
Lower Provinces, but if the Union is agreed upon, and 
three millions of Canadians are to bear a share of the cost 
proportionate to the 600,000 in the Lower Provinces, yon 
will get the best of the bargain. But the railway is n(^ tq 
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be l(k>ked upon as a question of cost, but as a bond of 
anion, that will unite us in peace andin time of need — ^and 
God forbid the latter should ever arrive. I may venture to 
say that there is nothing we can more lament than the de- 
plorable war that is disturbing the neighboring States. 
Situated as we are, we cannot look upon the calamities that 
are decimating our neighbors without feeling the deepest 
regret. We cannot but trust that nothing may arise to 
break up the friendly relations that exist between us ; but, 
at the same time, it is our duty to provide against all con- 
tingencies. If ill-feelings should arise, then the Intercolo- 
nial Bailway would be of the highest importance to us. 
It would enable the strength of the Maritime Provinces to 
be available for Canada, and allow us to obtain that assist- 
ance from Great Britain which she will ever accord us 
when we need it. Let us trust that the diflSculties which 
now stand in the way of the great object we have in view 
will be firmly taken in hand, and overcome ; and that the 
people of these Provinces, feeling that union is strength, 
will do their utmost in assisting the men who are strug- 
g^g to bring it about. (Cheers.) 

~ A few other toasts, which did not bear directly on the 
question of Union, were then proposed and honored in the 
usual way. Amongst these was one in reference to Agri- 
culture and Emigration, which called forth an eloquent 
speech from the Hon T. D'Arcy McGee, Minister of Agri- 
culture for Canada, characterised by wit and humor. The 
■wit, though bright and genial, was evanescent, and pointed 
by allusion to local objects and persons. Shortly after Mr. 
HcQee's speech, the company separated. 



THE DELEGATES IN NEW BRUNSWICK. 

Leaving Halifax the morning after the Dejeuner there, 
the Delegates from the Maritime Provinces, and several of 
the Canadian Ministers, proceeded to Fredericton, the 
Beat of Government for the Province of New Brunswick, 
where they held a consultation with His Excelk\iC;'j livKo^. 
6 
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Oovemor Gordon, concerning the object of their miBsum, 
and where an informal Conference, similar to that at 
Halifax, was also held. This Conference was of the same 
private and confidential character as those at the two pre- 
vious places, and no public record of it has yet appeared. 



PUBLIC DINNEE AT ST. JOHN, N. B. 

The Delegates from Nova Scotia and Prince Edward 
Island, together with several of the Canadian Ministers, 
having visited, by invitation, the Commercial Metropolis 
of New Brunswick, the City of Saint John — ^were enter- 
tained at a Public Dinner in St. Stubbs' Hotel, given by 
the New Brunswick Delegates, on the evening of the 14th 
September. The local press describes the entertainment 
as a very superior one, highly creditable to the hosts and 
to the caterer of the establishment, Mr. James Mcintosh. — 
The Chair was occupied by the Hon. Colonel John 
Hamilton Gray, M.P.P., (one of the New Brunswick 
Delegates), and the Vice Chair was filled by the Hon. 
Charles Waiters, M.P.P., Solicitor General of the Province. 

The cloth being removed, and the usual loyal toasts 
given with all the honors, the Chairman proposed — 

" Our Friends from Canada, Nova Scotia, and Prince 
Edward Island — " 

In doing so, he referred, in felicitous terms, to the gen- 
erous reception which had been given to himself and his 
brother Delegates from New Brunswick by the Govern- 
ments and peoples of Nova Scotia and Prince Edward 
Island. 

The George Etienne Cartier, Attorney General of 
Lower Canada, was the first to address the company in 
response to the toast. After alluding to the visit made to 
the Lower Provinces by some of his friends and fellow 
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oountrjrmen in Canada, during the summer of 1864, and 
dwelling on the grateful impressions of hospitality which 
they carried home with them, he said — there are matters 
upon which men are sometimes called to express themselves 
which are often considered tiresome, but to give expression 
to the feelings of the heart was never tiresome, and this 
he would now take delight in doing. The subject which 
most deeply engrossed his thoughts concerned the welfare 
and prosperity of his country, and by that word he meant 
the whole of British America. Prosperity such as this 
great country was capable of attaining to, could never be 
folly enjoyed until the several sectional parts of it were 
united under the same political and commercial systems — 
their respective populations brought into closer relations 
with each other, and all the maritime facilities alike 
afforded to all which Nature had so bountifully bestowed 
upon some of the parts. This was what Confederation 
proposed to accomplish. Canada has population and 
temtory sufficient to make a great nation in course of 
time. But she wants what the Lower Provinces possess — 
an outlet to the sea. As the Lower Provinces now stand, 
they are comparatively weak and powerless — and the 
wealth, labor, and industry which Canada possesses, go, in 
a great measure to enrich such cities as New York, Boston 
and Portland. This must continue to be the case until 
the inter-colonial railway, of which he had ever been an 
advocate, shall be built ; and as soon as the Colonies were 
confederated, the construction of that work would undoubt- 
edly commence. He said it had been urged against 
Confederation, that such a change in our constitution 
would make us republican, and gradually lead to a final 
separation from the mother country. But he believed it 
would have the contrary effect — that it would bind us 
more closely to that country, and probably secure to us 
the vice-royalty of a prince of the reigning family. With 
regard to the question of defence, which was inseparable 
from the general subject, he was confident that when 
England saw we were self-reliant to a great extent, and 
capable of organizing a large military and naval force for 
mutual protection, and which union would only enable us 
to do — ^she would cheerfully come to our assistance, with 
all her vast power, in any difficulty that might arise. 
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Canada had been accused of insincerity in her dealings 
with the Maritime Provinces, and this led to the formation 
of a strong prejudice against accepting the proposals of 
his province for confederation ; but he assured every one 
who listened to him that Canada was unjustly accused ; and 
that her Ministers did not come there to urge them by 
undue means into the adoption of any scheme of union ; ' 
but fairly to point out to them the enormous advantages, 
which, in a commercial point of view, their merchants, 
traders, and manufacturers would derive from having a 
market of four millions of people for the exchange of their 
several commodities, instead of being restricted to the small 
and scattered populations which now compose the Lower 
Provinces, where their industry is hampered by Custom 
House regulations, different in each. After a few further 
remarks, the honorable and learned gentleman sat down 
amidst loud and long continued cheers. 

The Honorable George Brown, President of the Ex- 
ecutive Council of Canada, then rose and spoke to the fol- 
lowing effect. He agreed with the sentiments expressed 
by his friend Mr. Cartier. Canada had no wish, even if 
she had the power — ^which she had not — to force these 
Provinces into a Union — she only desired to propose fair 
terms under which such a measure might be effected. It 
remained for these Provinces to accept or reject them He 
hoped to see all the Provinces united, and they would no 
doubt then constitute one of the first nations in the Wes- 
tern Hemisphere. They had every advantage — a sea 
coast on the east, with great fishing, mining, and agricul- 
tural resources ; and a vast territory on the west, contain- 
ing countless millions of arable land. In Canada there 
were three millions of inhabitants — there were thirteen 
millions of acres of land only half cultivated, and thirty 
millions of acres actually in the possession of settlers, but 
under no cultivation, with millions upon millions of acres 
yet lying unreclaimed from their wilderness state, which 
would, at some future day, be inhabited by thrifty farmers, 
producing breadstuffs for the Lower Provinces, while they 
received the manufactures of those Provinces in return. 
What a happy and prosperous state of affairs would thus 
be presented when compared with the present isolated con- 



UNION OF THB BBITISH PB0VINCE8: 63 

dition of the Provinces ! New Brunswick, for instance, 
instead of being confined to its own small market of 250,- 
CKX) consumers, would have four millions of customers. 
Far away on the western slopes of the Rocky Mountains 
were the rich gold fields of British Columbia, awaiting the 
enterprise and capital of our people, and in the direction 
of which immigration was now steadily flowing. It was . 
not unreasonable to suppose that rich deposits would also 
be discovered on the eastern side of the Rocky Mountain 
range, which would be the means of attracting vast crowds 
of the surplus populations of Europe, thousands of whom 
would halt in their progress westward and settle upon the 
fertile lands of all these provinces, thus adding to the 
common wealth by their productive industry and enhanc- 
ing the greatness of the Confederacy. He had no doubt 
that one of the first results of Confederation would be the 
construction of a railway from Halifax to the Pacific, 
afibrding an outlet to the Atlantic, through British, and 
not through foreign territory, for the rich products of 
Canada and the far west. — There was another practical 
view of the question, which should not be lost sight of: it 
was incumbent upon these provinces to make some provi- 
sion for protecting themselves in times of danger. It was 
evident that the British Government had determined to 
throw them, in a great measure, upon their own resources, 
of which the withdrawal of the British troops from Canada 
was an unmistakeable sign. United, the provinces could 
readily organize a force of 500,000 men for field duty, 
besides about 70,000 marines. — The honorable gentleman 
then referred to the great commercial resources and the 
extent of shipping now possessed by the provinces in their 
youth, and showed how rapidly these would increase when 
there would be freer intercourse between them all, and a 
closer identity of interests. — He could not speak of what 
had taken place at the Convention at Charlottetown ; but 
this he would say, that all the members of it were desirous 
of having a larger measure of union than the one at first 
proposed, if the details could be arranged in a satisfactory 
niannen The Canadian members of G-overnment present 
at the Convention were clothed with no official authority, 
but a new Conference would shortly take ig\«i.c.e/vci^\ivji^ 
all the details of a plan of Confederatioii 'wo\x\^\i^ cxaxdv^* 
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ed with the greatest care, which, if it went into operation, 
would place us all on an equal footing as British Ameri- 
cans, instead of being as now, sectional provincialists with 
divided interests. The honorable gentleman resumed his 
seat amidst loud cheers. 

The Honorable Charles Tupper, M.P.P., Provincial 
Secretary of Nova Scotia, next addressed the assemblage. 
He had for a long time, he said, favored the project of a 
federation of the provinces. He referred to the circum- 
stance of having deliverd a lecture before the Mechanics' 
Institute of St. John in favor of this measure. It was 
then stated in some of the local papers that in so acting he 
was not influenced by patriotic motives, but rather from a 
desire to obstruct the government of Nova Scotia against 
which he. was in opposition. He re-delivered the lecture 
in Portland, (N. B.,) on which occasion he combatted the 
arguments or assertions brought against him, and clearly 
defined his position in reference to the question. One of 
his first acts, after coming into office in Nova Scotia, was 
to agitate for a confederation or union of some kind with 
the other Lower Provinces. To a union with Canada he 
was not at that time so favorable, because of its large debt. 
But he was anxious to hear the statesmen from that coun- 
try give their views on the measure ; and having heard 
them, he was free to confess that many of his apprehen- 
sions regarding a union with Canada had been removed. 
He believed that the Canadian Government were actuated 
by honest and patriotic motives in seeking a political alli- 
ance with their fellow subjects in the Lower Provinces, 
which would give strength to each and every portion of 
the Confederacy, which they could scarcely hope for in 
their present disunited state. They were weak and de- 
fenceless, living at the threshold, and it might be, at the 
mercy of a great military nation. To command the 
respect of such a neighbor, and the maintenance of peace- 
ful relations, it was necessary to show that they had the 
power to enforce both the one and the other ; and there 
was no surer way of accomplishing this than by a union of 
all the provinces. After a few further remarks the honor- 
able gentleman resumed his seat amidst applause. 

The Honorable Colonel J. H. Gray, President of the 
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Executive Council of Prince Edward Island, expressed 
himself warmly, but briefly, in favor of Confederation. He 
had, before leaving England, in order to take up his resi- 
dence in the land of his birth, resolved to use his influence 
in favor of this measure, and he hoped to see it effected at 
least in his lifetime, when a railway from Halifax to Van- 
couver's Island would bring us in speedy communication 
with the rich and ancient countries washed by the Pacific, 
bearing their treasures to us, and carrpng the fruits of our 
indusby to them. 

The Honorable George Coles, M.P.P., (P. E. Island,) 
then followed in a short and playful speech. Canada, he 
said, had come down to the Maritime Provinces, and his 
little daughter, P. E. Island, had been wooed, but had not 
yet been won. The blandishments of the wooer had not 
altogether prevailed. Before he would consent to the 
wedlock, he should understand fully whether Canada, 
with her expansive territory and great debt, was able to 
maintain her in the connection as well as she was in her 
present condition. The prospect, however, he frankly 
confessed, seemed to favor a happy and prosperous Federal 
Union. 

"The Colonial Union," having boen proposed as a 
sentiment by the Chairman — 

The Hon. A. T. Galt, Finance Minister of Canada, 
promptly responded to a call made upon him, and pro- 
ceeded to review the financial condition of the several 
provinces. While Canada, he said, did not appear to 
occupy as favorable a position in a financial point of view 
as the Lower Provinces, each one of which had a surplus 
in its favor at the end of the fiscal year, yet Canada should 
be credited with the vast improvements which were being 
constantly made to develope its resources ; and this year, 
(1864), she would have a large balance in her favor 
against her expenditure. Her debt might appear large, 
but her population was larger in proportion to her debt 
than that of New Brunswick, and the actual taxation on 
the citizens of Canada was not, all things considered, so 
heavy as the taxation in New Brunswick. MVxsi'iMi"^ \si 
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the efforts that had been made in Canada to improve tbf 
communication between the St. Lawrence and tne oceanl 
and to the large expenditure of money for the conBtructio 
of railways, all tending to the same result, those things, hi 
said, were undoubtedly a heavy charge upon the publil 
treasury of Canada, but the people were deriving va 
benefits from the outlay, and its advantages would be feli 
more sensibly hereafter when the back country was opened 
up , and its immense resources to some extent developei He 
was glad to find that in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 
efforts were being made to open up their wilderness country. 
These efforts would, of course, entail new obligations, but 
their ability to meet them would be enchanced, as was the 
ease in Canada. Though much had been said in reference 
to the debts of the respective Provinces. from time to time, 
their position did not appear to be correctly known. Ta^^es 
imposed on the people in the provinces were derived from 
two sources — Customs and Excise. From these sources 
the debt and expenses of government are paid. In the 
case of Nova Scotia, if he rightly remembered, the.tax<» 
were $2.32 per head ; in Canada, $2.50 ; and in New 
Brunswick, .^2 56. Thus it would be seen that Canada 
would not be such a burthen to her sister Provinces aa 
some persons imagined. As regards the Intercolonial 
Railway, it was well known that the Canadian Govern- 
ment had some time ago agreed to bear five-twelfths of 
the cost of constructing that work, and that the other 
seven-twelfths were to be borne by Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick. Should the Union be consummated, this 
work must be done, and Nova Scotia and. New Brunswick 
will only have to bear their share of the cost in proportion . 
to their population, which will be very considerably less 
than the seven-twelfths. Under the old arrangement, 
before a Federal Union was contemplated, Canada's pro- 
portion would be very much the smallest, being but $2.50 
per head, while that of New Brunswick would be $14 per 
head. He then referred to the commercial advant^es of a 
union, which would confer upon the Colonies benefit* 
similar to those which have been enjoyed by the United 
States in consequence of their union, their free trade and 
uniform tariff. — In framing the constitution for British 
America, the errors of the Bepublican Union .were avoided. 
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The rebellion which distracted that Union was, in some 
measure, caused by slavery, and to a very great extent, by 
what was known as state rights. Of course, the question 
of slavery could never be an element of discord with the 
Buited provinces, and as regards " state rights," collision 
might be easily avoided in reference to that subject by 
clearly defiuing the powers of the central Goverment as 
totally distinct from the authority which should be vested 
in the local legislatures. [After a few further remarks, as 
the local report reforms us, Mr. Gait sat down, having 
left the most favorable impression on the minds of his 
hearers as to the advantages of Colonial Union.] 

Speeches were made by several other gentlemen, 
amongst whom were, the Hon. William McDougall, Pro- 
vincid Secretary of Canada ; the Hon. Mr. McCuUy, one 
of the Nova Scotia Delegates ; the Hon. Mr. Palmer, one 
of the Prince Edward Island Delegates; the Hon. Mr* 
McGloe, Minister of Agriculture for Canada ; and the 
Honorables Messrs. Gray and Tilley, New Brunswick 
Delegates, — ^but it appears that no report of their speeches 
was taken ; at least, no report has been published. The 
St. John papers, however, state that their speeches, as well 
as the foregoing, were all highly in favor of a Union of 
the Provinces. 



THE VOYAGE TO QUEBEC. 

The Government of Canada having named the 10th of 
October as 'the day on which it would be desirable to com- 
mence the new Conference at Quebec, the beautiful Steam- 
ship Victoria, commanded by Capt. Pouliot, and owned by 
the Canadian Government — ^was despatched to the Mari- 
time Provinces for the purpose of conveying the Delegates 
to the ancient capital of Canada. She arrived at Pictou, 
N. S., on the 6th of October, where the Nova Scotia Dele- 
g(^te9 came on board of her, together with His Excelkxv.ci 
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Sir Richard Graves McDonnell, Lieutentant Governor <rf 
the Province, and also his amiable Lady and their servants* 

Arriving at Charlottetown about noon on Thursday, 
6th of October, a delay of four hours was made, whicli 
time was employed in driving around the City and suburbs, 
under the guidance of the Hon. Colonel Gray— also iii a 
brief visit to His Excellency Governor Dundas, at Govern- 
ment House, and in partaking of a sumptuous Limcheon 
at Inkerman House, the residence of Col. Gray. Shortly 
Tifber three o'clock the same day, the party — ^including the 
Prince Edward Island Delegates, with the exception of 
Mr. Secretary Pope and the Hon. Mr. Coles, who had 
proceeded to Quebec by way of Portland — were conveyed 
to the Victoria, anchored in the roadstead, and in a few 
minutes she was ploughing her way to Shediac, N. B., at 
which place it was arranged that she should call for the 
New Brunswick Delegates. Arriving off the harbor of 
Shediac about 10 o'clock, p. m., she anchored there until 
the morning, and then steamed closer in to the harbor, 
when, after the delay of a few hours, five of the New 
Brunswick Delegates came on board — ^two others, Messrs. 
Secretary Tilley and Hon. Mr. Chandler, having proceeded 
by the Portland route. The Victoria then at once pro- 
ceeded on her voyage up the Gulf and Kiver St. Lawrence 

The voyage was rendered interesting by the presence of 
many ladies, whose number included the wife and daugh- 
ter of the Provincial Secretary of Nova Scotia; the wife 
and daughter of the Hon. A. G Archibald, Delegate from 
the same Province ; the daughter of the Hon. Col. Gray, 
of New Brunswick ; two daughters of the Hon. W. H. 
Steeves, and a daughter of the Hon. Charles Fisher, two 
Delegates from the last named Province ; and the daugh- 
ter of the Hon. Col. Gray, and Mrs. Alexander, sister of 
the Hon. Mr. Haviland, of Prince Edward Island. 

The Steamer was most abundantly provided with every 
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<X)mfort and luxury that could be desired, and these were 
dispensed with, an unsparing hand by direction of the 
•obliging Captain, in regard to whom and his staff of 
officers, and male and female servants, it is only just to 
observe that they were untiring in their exertions to con- 
tribute in every possible way to the happiness of their 
guests. 

Notwithstanding all the discomforts of a sea voyage, 
when the chilling blasts and the lowering skies of autumn 
succeed the warm sunshine and the gentle breeze of sum- 
mer — notwithstanding, too, that other discomfort attend- 
ing the payment of tribute to Neptune — ^too rigidly exacted 
when the weather is least agreeable — ^yet the trip up the 
St. Lawrence had many attractions for the voyagers — the 
deck of the noble Steamer was seldom deserted by prome- 
naders during daylight and long after dark — ^the bold 
scenery of the St. Lawrence, after passing the mouth of the 
River, being a special object of admiration. To attempt 
a description of the scenery of the majestic Eiver would 
be out of place in a compilation of this kind, especially 
when glowing descriptions can be readily found in ' the 
pages of the poet and tourist. 

On Saturday evening, the 8th, a violent gale and snow 
storm occurred, which continued during the whole night, 
in consequence of which the ship made little progress — 
the engine being stopped at frequent intervals to enable 
the officers to take soundings, and use every precaution 
that could secure the common safety. Early on Sunday 
the gale abated, and putting on full steam, the Victoria 
pursued her voyage in gallant style, reaching her wharf 
at Quebec at an early hour the same evening. 

Apartments having been provided by the Government 
of Canada, at the St. Louis Hotel, for all the Delegates 
and their lady companions, they were immediately, on 
landing, conveyed thither, where they were most sumptu- 



onsly entertained during their whole stay in Qaebeo, ai 
the guests of the Canadian Gk)vemmenb 



THE CONFERENCE AT QUEBEC. 

On Monday, 10th of October, at 11 o'clock, the ftiU 
Conference met in the Parliament Buildings — ^the whole 
Canadian Ministry, consisting of twelve, being present ; 
there were five Delegates from Nova Scotia ; seven from 
New Brunswick; two from Newfoundland; and seven 
from Prince Edward Island. The names of all the gen- 
tlemen who sat in Conference are as follow : — 

CANADA. 

Sir Etienne P. Tache, Premier, 

Hon. J. A. McDonald, Attorney General, West, 

Hon. G. E. Cartier, Attorney General, East, 

Hon. Wm. McDougall, Provincial Secretary, 

Hon. George Brown, President of Executive CounoO, 

Hon. A. T. Galt, Financial Minister, 

Hon. A. Campbell, Commissioner of Crown Lands, 

Hon. Oliver Mowatt, Postmaster General, 

Hon. Hector Langevin, Solicitor General, East, 

Hon. James Cockburn, Solicitor General, West, 

Hon. T. D'Arcy McGee, Minister of Agriculture, 

Hon. J. C. Chapais, Commissioner of Public Works. 

NOVA SCOTIA. 

Hon. Dr. Tupper, Provincial Secretary, 

Hon, W. A. Henry, Attorney General, 

Hon. E. B. Dickey, 

Hon. Jonathan McCully, 

Hon. A. G. Archibald. 

NEW BRUNSWICK. 

Hon. S. L. TiLLBY, Provincial Secretary, 
Hon. John M. Johnson, Attorney Greneral, 
Hon. Peter Mitchell, 
Hon, Charles Fisher, 
Hon. Edward Chandler, 
Hon. W. H. Steeves, 
Son. John E. Gray. 
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NEWFOUKDLAin). 

Bon. F. B. T. Carter, Speaker of the House of Assomblj, 
Hon. Ambrose Shea. 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND. 

Hon. Col. Gray, Premier, 

Hon. Edward Palmer, Attorney General, 

Hon. W. H. Pope, Provincial Secretary,* 

Hon. George Coles, # 

Hon. T. Heath Haviland, 

Hon. Edward Whelan, 

Hon. A. A. McDonald. 

The Conference was organized by the unanimous election 
of Sir Etienne P. Tache, Chairman, who, on taking the 
Chair, conmiented briefly on the vast importance of the 
object that was to be brought under the consideration of 
the Convention ; he said he relied on the forbearance and 
cx)-operation of the Delegates to enable him to discharge, 
the duties of the Chair; and then, in a few eloquent sen- 
tences, he tendered to the gentlemen composing the respec- " 
tive Delegations from the Maritime Provinces, a cordial 
welcome on behalf of the Government and people of 
Canada. He fervently hoped that their Mission would be 
productive of great advantage to all the provinces, and 
would be agreeable to themselves. 

The Provincial Secretaries of the several Provinces were 
then elected Honorary Secretaries to the Conference, and 
Major Hewitt Bernard was appointed Executive Secretary. 

The first and second days of the Conference were chiefly 
occupied in regulating the modes of proceedure ; and as 
soon as these were disposed of, the Delegates addressed 
themselves to the general question of a Federal Union. 
Some admirable speeches were delivered by several of the 
Delegates, (which were not reported, as the Conference 
sat with closed doors;) and all, without one dissenting 
voice, pronounced in favor of Union. The main principle 
having been affirmed, the Conference entered at once on 
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the work of arranging the details of a Constitation for the 
proposed federation. 

"DRAWING ROOM" AND RECEPTION OF THE 
DELEGATES. 
On the evening of the 11th October, His Excellency the 
(j^overnor General held a " Drawing Room" in the Council 
Chamber of the Parliament Buildings, when the Delegates 
from the Maritime Provinces were formally presented to 
His Excellency before a vast and brilliant assemblage* 
including almost every person of note or influence in the 
Naval, Military, Volunteer and Civil Services of the Pro- 
vince, together with the leading members of the best 
society to be found in the social circles of Quebec and 
vicinity. A lengthy description of the " Drawing Room" 
appears in the Quebec papers of that date, but it is now 
unnecessary to take any further notice of it. 



INVITATIONS TO FESTIVITES.— BALL IN THE 
PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS. 

While the Conference was proceeding with its arduous 
and important duties, invitations were received from Cities 
and Corporations in both sections of the Province, to par- 
take of their hospitalities. The Stadacona Club, (Quebec,) 
the Board of Trade, (Quebec,) the Cities of Montreal^ 
Ottawa, Belleville, Kingston, Toronto, Hamilton, and 
other places to the remote western boundaries of the Pro- 
vince, forwarded invitations to the Conference Room, 
proffering their hospitalities. To the distant Corporations 
and Cities answers of acceptance were returned through 
the Chairman, conditional as to the time when the busi- 
ness of the Conference should be completed. 

On the evening of the 14th a very brilliant Ball was 
given in the Parliament Buildings, under the auspices of 
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the Canadiaa Ministry. It was attended by the same 
classes — ^the same distingoished persons and society as 
attended the " Drawing Room" on the 11th. His Excel- 
lency the Governor Greneral, His Excellency the Lieut 
Gtevemor of Nova Scotia and Lady, the Members of the 
Canadian Government, the Delegates from the Eastern Pro- 
vinces, and about 800 others, formed a large and most 
agreeable party, by whom the pleasures of the dance were 
kept up without interruption, and without an incident to 
mar the harmony of the occasion; until nearly 3 o'clock on 
the morning of the 15th. 



PUBLIC DINNER UNDER THE AUSPICES OF 
THE QUEBEC BOARD OF TRADE. 

SPEECHES OF DELEGATES. 

The first and only public occasion on which the Dele^ 
gates from the Lower Provinces had an opportunity of 
expressing their opinions on the question of Confederation, 
was at the Dinner given to them by the Quebec Board of 
Trade on the evening of the 15th of October. It took 
place at Russell's Hotel, in Palace Street, and was pro- 
nounced by the Quebec journals as the most successful 
public banquet ever witnessed in Quebec. The attendance 
was very numerous, including the leading members of the 
mercantile conmiunity, the principal officers of the Army 
in Garrison, the heads of the Civil Service, several mem- 
bers of both Houses of Parliament, and nearly all the 
Canadian Ministers. The Banqueting Room was superbly 
decorated, displaying on its walls mottoes in reference to 
the several Provinces. The viands were of the best 
description, including everything which a rich and popu- 
lous city like Quebec could afford, to gratify the taste of 
an epicure. A. Joseph, Esq., President of the Board of 
Trade, occupied the Chair, and the Vice Chair was occu- 
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pied by H. S. Boott, Esq. The Stewards armgcfd them- 
selves at different tables, and by the most judiciooB and 
delicate management, provided ior the comfort and oon^ 
venience of their numerous guests. 

When the cloth was removed, and the usual patriotie 
toasts had been duly honored, the Chairman proposed, 
amid loud cheers, *' The Health of His Excellency the 
Governor General." It was drank with all the honors^ 
the Band playing '' The fine old Irish Gentleman.^ The 
next toast on the list was *'Our Guests**-the Delegates 
from the Maritime Provinces." 

The Chairman, in rising to propose this toast, said that 
the merchants of Quebec had reason to feel a legitimate 
pride that they had here, as their guests, this evening, 
gentlemen occupying such a high position in the sister 
provinces, assembled in this city in order to discuss a 
highly important subject. (Cheers.) And while the 
merchants of Quebec did not think they were called upon 
to express an opinion on the question of confederation 
itself, they all heartily desired some change in our present 
position — they desired a thorough commercial union — 
they desired that the unequal and hostile tariffs of the 
several provinces should disappear. (Cheers.) We want- 
ed one tariff instead of five. We wanted a commercial 
union in order to bring about closer ties, and we wanted 
that union under one flag — ^the flag of old England. 
(Loud cheers.) We wished,, too, that this union should 
be strengthened still further by the iron ties of the inter- 
colonial railway. (Cheers.) It had long been the habit 
to call the maritime colonies by the name of the sister 
provinces ; but notwithstanding this appellation they were 
strangers to us and we were strangers to them, as was 
shown by the diversity of the tariffs. But let us hope 
that a new era was about dawning upon us, now when we 
saw the great statesmen of the British North American 
Provinces assembled in this city, in this month of October, 
1864 — let us hope that if we did not obtain a political 
union, we should at least have a commercial union* 
(Cheers.) There was but one matter to which he would 
brie£y allude before proposing the toast of the eveningl 
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As they were all well aware, a vast number of our people 
were interested in ship-building, and he was glad to kiK)w 
that it was a highly important interest among the inhabi- 
tants of the Lower Provinces also. Referring to the 
BeciiHTOcity Treaty, he might say that it was not framed 
with any particular view to the interests of the eastern 
section of the Provinces ; but we were as wilUng to stand 
by it as others, and when the proper tune came we should 
unite with Nova Scotia, New jSrunswick, Newfoundland^ 
and Prince Edward Island, and say that we should also 
haye free-trade in ship-building. He would now propose 
the toast of the evening — " Our Guests the Delegates firom 
the Maritime Provinces,'' and he spoke the wish of the 
merohants of Quebec, when he said he trusted the Dele- 
gates would receive this small compliment to themselves 
a the same open, cordial, unreserved spirit in which it had 
becoi tendered. (Loud cheers.) 

The toast having been duly honored — 

The Hon. Dr. Tuppbr, Provincial Secretary of Nova 
Scotia, replied on behalf of that Province, as follows : — 
Mr. President and gentlemen, — ^I gladly avail myself of 
this opportunity to return thanks on behalf of myself and 
co-delegates from the Province of Nova Scotia, for the 
land and hospitable manner in which we have been receiv- 
ed in this coimtry. I feel that our thanks are not only 
especially due to the Ministry of Canada for the very hos- 
pitable and generous manner in which we have been re- 
ceived, but that they are also alike due to the city of Que- 
bec, the city of Montreal, and the city of Toronto, in fact, 
I may say to the people of Canada, who of one accord 
seem to join most heartily in rendering our visit to this 
great Province agreeable as well as useM. ^oud cheers.) 
I feel not a Utde embarrassed in rising to address you. 
The magnitude of the question which has called the dele- 
gates from the Maritime Provinces to this meeting is one 
which actually appals me to contemplate, when I reflect 
that from the time in which the immortal Wolfe decided 
on the plains of Abraham the destiny of British America to 
the* present, no event has exceeded in importance or mag- 
nitude the one which is now taking place in this ancient 
and &mou8 d^. You wiU understand m<^^\x«GL\«»?)^Q&a^ 
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^ ... 

I feel embarrassed as I approach its consideration, before 
BO intelligent an audience. (Hear, hear.) But tUs is 
not the only source of embarrassment which I feel on the 
present occasion, because I need not tell you that, assem- 
bled as we are to discuss the great and momentous inter- 
ests of British North America — assembled as we are to de- 
vise, under the authority and with the sanction of the 
crown of Great Britain, a better and more useful system 
of government for these Provinces, we are obUged to pre- 
serve to a large extent that confidence in our interchmge 
of opinion which is essential to the discussion of so great a 
question. (Cheers.) I need not tell you how embairass- 
ing it would be if the immatured opinions at which; we 
may have individually arrived were thrown broad-cast be- 
fore the people, to become matters of contention before we 
had, by mutual concessions and mutual compromises, ar- 
. ranged and matured a plan of action that we could, wi^ 
confidence, submit to the intelligence of British North 
America. (Cheers.) But beyond this I have . another 
source of embarrassment. I need not remind you that, 
from the time when we had the pleasure of receiving that 
large deputation of the members of the Canadian Govern- 
ment at Charlottetown down to the present, we have had a 
/series of social meetings in Prince Edward Island, in Nova 
Scotia, and in New Brunswick, that we have severial times 
been before the public in connection with this question ; 
4nd when I tell you that the question has been already 
discussed by gentlemen connected with the Government of 
Canada — men who occupy not only the proudest position 
as statesmen in British North America, who have not only 
a British, but I may say a European reputation, you will 
understand how difficult it must be for me, familiarised as 
you must have been undoubtedly by the intelligent Press 
of this country, which has discussed this question and 
made you acquainted with the speeches of these men — ^you 
will, I say, understand the embarrassment I feel in rising 
here to-night to attempt to offer anything new in addition 
to that wMch has been before offered. When it is under- 
stood that the object of this meeting of delegates is to as- 
certain whether the time has not come when a more use- 
ful system of government can be devised for those Britifih 
American Provinces, I need not say IMt its importanoe 
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is one wMch it is impossible to overrate. Uninformed as 
the public mind in the Lower Provinces was on this ques- 
tion, the visit and the statements made by the gentlemen 
connected with the Government of Canada have aroused 
a large and marked degree of attention, which I believe 
will be fraught with the best consequences in its effects 
upon these Provinces, (cheers); and as these gentlemen in 
order to lead the public mind of the Lower Provinces to 
an appreciation of this question, took the opportunity to 
place before us statements of the vast resources of this 
great colony of Canada, I may, perhaps, be excused if I 
mvite your attention to some of the facts connected with 
the growth and increase of the Lower Provinces. (Loud 
cheers.) It is true you have a magnificent country, em- 
bracing an immense territorial area; it is true you have a 
comparatively large population of 3,000,000 ; it is true you 
have land teeming with inexhaustible resources, on every 
hand ; but as was observed by your able and talented 
minifiter, Mr. Cartier, great as is your country, large as is 
your population, inexhaustible as are your resources, the 
Maritime Provinces have something to you equally essen- 
tial to the formation of a great nation. (Cheers ) We shall 
bring into the federation with Canada a territorial area of 
50,000 or 60,000 square miles, and an additional population 
of 800,000 souls ; and I need not say to the gentleman who 
has just sat down, and who has made such complimentary 
allusions to the Lower Provinces, that the prospect of the 
addition of a population of 800,000 souls must necessarily 
excite the attention of the manufacturers of Canada. 
(Cheers.) We should bring a revenue to the common 
purse of something like $3,000,000, and when I tell you 
thati Nova Scotia has something like doubled her revenue 
within the last six years, you will understand that we do 
not require a union with Canada to draw from her resour- 
ces. We should add, at the same time, to the trade of the 
common federation something like $35,000,000 in our 
exports and imports. I need not tell you how much 
Canada owes to the mighty St. Lawi-ence ; but this high- 
way, great and Tuagnificent as it is, is but an imperfect 
one, inasmuch as it is closed to all commerce some five * 
mpjotb^ in the year, not to speak of the humiliating posi- 
Uoa isL whj^.this great country is left, when you fi^l ^J;^^ 
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you ai6 dependent upon a foreign, if not a rival sti 
access to the ocean, one of the essential requiremn 
commerce, without which no country can be penm 
great. (Cheers.) You can readily understand h< 
portant it is that Canada should obtain means of bk 
the ocean not only for five months but for twelve i 
in the year — ^means of conmiunication not only wi 
ocean but with the parent State. (Cheers.) Wh; 
that the Intercolonial Railway is not a fact ? It is b 
being divided, that which is the common interest a 
Colonies has been neglected ; and when it is undi 
that the construction of this work is going to g 
Canada that which is so essential to her, its imp< 
will be understood, not only in connection with yom 
cal greatness, but also in connection with your comi 
character, as affording increased means of common 
with the Lower Provinces — ^for the inexhaustible rei 
of the Great West will flow down the St. Lawre 
Quebec, and from there to the magnificent harl 
Halifax and St. John, open at all seasons of the yi 
would ask you, too, to contemplate the inexha 
wealth of the ocean which surrounds the Maritin] 
vinces, in the fisheries which we there have ; but it is n 
in that respect that the Maritime Provinces are pr 
to show you that they will be able to bring sometl 
the treasury of British North America. If you look 
Colony which I have the honor to represent you w 
that its mineral resources cannot be excelled on this 
the Atlantic. You will find a vast country occupies 
valuable coal deposits as are to be found on the sui 
the earth. You will find iron mines in the Provi 
Nova Scotia which, in quality, will successfully ri\ 
finest Swedish iron. You will find iron and coal as 
ed with limestone. In fact, you will find in Nova 
all those chief natural characteristics which have 
Great Britain the chief commercial mart of the 
There are also our gold mines, not yet developed, 
they are valuable, and in illustration of their worth 
tell you that the receipts from rents and royalties 
within the last six months, enlarged to the extent c 
000. You will thus understand that our gold minei 
a prospect of remunerative employment to the larg« 
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which will inevitably be attracted by them. (Loud 
l) When you look at these facts, you will easily 
stand that the confederation which shall unite the 
li American Colonies, which will give a common aim, 
nite by a common bond the whole people, will tend 
lance tibeir credit — ^to place them upon the exchanges 
world in a far better position than we can hope for 
r present divided state. I fail myself to understand 
he commercial union, so ably referred to by your 
pan, is ever to be realized, except in connection with 
itical union. The public men of British North 
ica have not, probably, yet exhausted that subject; 
ey have given it their carefiil attention, and hither- 
f have been unable to devise means whereby a com- 
il imion could be formed separate from a political 
(Cheers.) Their tariffs would require to be ad- 
to meet the necessities of each people by different 
Aures, and while this is the case, while we are separ- 
e can never hope to have such an adjustment as to 
o the people of the whole of the Provinces such a 
ercial union as the Quebec Board of Trade judges to 
essential to our common interest. But there are 
questions in presence of which even the financial 
and commercial prosperity of these Colonies sink 
^mparative insignificance. I do not underrate these 
dieve it should be the business of the statesmen of 
free country to endeavour to increase its commercial 
jrity and exalt its credit, but there is that which is 
* BtiU, and that is freedom and safety. (Cheers.) I 
e the time has come when the statesman of British 
America is unworthy the position he occupies, who 
lot feel it his imperative duty to devote his most 
t attention to the solution of the great and impor- 
uestion, how the lives and property and peace of the 
Ltants of British North America may not only be 
ved, but guaranteed against any assault. (Cheers,) 
►ying the official position I do in connection with the 
nment of one of the Provinces, it would be wrong for 
say a single word on this subject liable to misconcep- 
r misconstruction anywhere ; yet I must say that no 
ho regards the changed aspect of affairs on this conti- 
dthin the last few years can fail to see tb&i\]JCkL<^e&^^ 
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are to be dependent for onr safety on the generous forbear- 
ance of our neighbors we must be prepared unitedly to 
co-operate for the common defence of our country — 
(cheers,) and I must say also that I do not believe the, 
time has come when Great Britain is indifferent to our 
defence. I am not one of those who fancy there is any 
large or influential class of statesmen in Great Britain 
who are insensible to the great advantage and importance 
of preserving the British American colonies as part of the 
empire. It may suit the Manchester school and doctri- 
naires like Goldwin Smith to put forth the contrary notion, 
but I speak under the deepest conviction of the truth of 
what I say, when I assert that the statesmen who have 
charge of the Government of the British Empire would * 
be thrust from place and power the very moment they 
should propose a policy so fatal to the greatness of the 
Crown and the dignity of England, as would be the cast- . 
ing adrift of her colonies. (Cheers.) I need not say that 
these Provinces have a common interest. ' The loss of 
Halifax means the loss of Nova Scotia ; the loss of Jf ova 
Scotia means the loss of Prince Edward Island i^nd New 
Brunswick, and the loss of these necessarily involves also ■ 
the loss of Canada — ^for we stand or fall together. (Cheers ) 
And the loss of these Provinces involves also the loss of 
the West India Islands, and the result would be that 
Great Britain would sink from the mighty position she ' 
now occupies into the comparatively insignificant position 
of a kingdom comprising only two small islands. (Hear, 
hear.) I believe the day is far distant — I believe the 
child is not yet born who will live to hear the proposition 
authoritatively propounded by any Cabinet in Great Bri- 
tain of the abandonment of the British North American 
Colonies. (Loud cheers.) I believe that a blow struck 
which would assail the property or liberty of British 
America would bring into action all the power of the 
British Crown — all the force of that magnificent army 
and gallant navy on which we confidently rely for protec- 
tion. But, at the same time, the fact that this is the tem- 
per of the British mind, the sentiment of the British Em- 
pire, instead of rendering us supine and indifferent, should 
nerve us with increased vigor to place ourselves in the 
position in which we can best co-operate with the brave 
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Y and gallant navy of Great Britain for the defence pf . 
portion of the British Empire, (Cheers.) I have . 
5 more to say, as I do not wish to trespass on the time 
rved for other gentlemen from my own and the sistejr [ 
dnces who will address you. But I must say that I can- 
understand the caution which your chairman, the. 
ident of the Board of Trade, felt it necessary to exer- 
in referring to the great question of Confederation. 
jl, Sir, it was wise on your part, and on the part of tb^ 
lential body for whom you spoke, that due caution 
lid be exhibited ; but when you were speaking of a 
tion in presence of whose magnitude the voice of fac- 
has been hushed — for I find around this table, com- 
d to obtain a satisfactory solution of that question, th^ 
Bsentatives of the two great parties who have so long 
. in antagonism to each other, and not particularly to 
idvantage of the Province of Canada — I find the re- 
entatives of these great parties, almost hereditary in 
• antagonism, combining in the most patriotic spirit 
Ind a solution of the great question how the best 
irnment shall be obtained for British North America. . 
3n I look at all this, I think the circumstances would. 
J justified the President of the Quebec Board of Trade 
iving a little more encouragement to the project than 
las given here to-night. (Loud cheers.) And it is 
only in Canada alone that, in presence of this ques- 
, the voice of faction has been hushed. There is pre- 
at this moment in Quebec, not only the extraordinary 
tacle of the difierent Governments of the four outlying 
r Provinces being representee! here on this occasion, 
we find side by side with the prominent members of the . 
3U8 Administrations, and intimately and closely a^so- 
jd with them, the able and talented leaders of thei; 
osition in their respective Provinces. (Cheers.) tJn- 
these circumstances, then — when, as I have said, in 
presence of the great question the voice of faction is 
led — why should it be necessary to exercise so muoh, 
ion not to commit the public to the conclusion at 
ch we may arrive ? (Cheers.) The question, ^t. a^ 
its, is of that magnitude which requires that any hos- 
expression of opinion should be suppressed, and' that 
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ihe public ahonld be ready to give it that calm and dis- 
passionate consideration without which it is impooibls 
that any number of statesmen, however able, can oring ifc 
to a satisfactory issue. Dr. Tupper having a^ain express- 
ed his thanks for the ^nerous hospitality with which be 
and his collea^es had been received in this ancient and 
venerable capital, resumed his seat amidst loud and pro- 
longed cheermg. 

The Hon. Samuel L. Tilley, Provincial Secretary of 
New Brunswick, responded as follows, on behidf x^ lug 
Province : He said that the manner in which the toast 
had been received showed how deep and earnest was the 

Eneral feeling respecting the grave question on which the 
tercolonial Oonierence was engaged. His friend, the 
Hon. Dr. Tupper, had said he felt embarrassed; and he, 
too, felt embarrassed at observing a certain table (the re- 
porters' table), but at the same time he was reassured hj 
the great forbearance these gentlemen had shewn on a re- 
cent occasion when several of them visited the Maritime 
Provinces. (Laughter and cheers.) The delegates from 
the Lower Provinces were not here seeking this union. 
They had assembled at Charlottetown a few weeks ago, in 
order to see whether they could not extend their own mmily 
relations, and then Canada intervened, and the considera- 
tion of the larger question was the result. He considered it 
right to make this remark, inasmuch as it had been assert- 
ed in certain quarters that the Maritime Provinces, weak 
and impoverished, were endeavoring to attach themselves 
to Canada, in order to reap the benefits arising from such 
a union. This was not the case. Look at the immense 
amount of shipping they owned. He was in a position to 
state that, for the year 1 864, after paying the interest on 
all their debts, and after providing liberally for roads, 
bridges, and other public works, they would have a sur- 
plus of half a million. (Cheers.) Therefore, they were 
not coming in as paupers — ^they were coming to put some- 
thing into the capital that was worth having. Next 
aUumng to the Intercolonial Bailway project, he said their 
feeling on this subject was : " We won't have this union 
unless you give us the railway." (Cheers.) It was utter- 
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h[ impossible we could have either a political or commer- 
<aal tmion without it. With regard to the latter, he might 
887 that he had at one time beueved with others that we 
could haTe a commercial without apolitical Union ; but he 
now held with his hon. friend (Mr. Tupper) that it was all 
but impracticable, as was easily shewn by the question of 
tariffs, to which that hon. gentleman had referred. With- 
out going into details, he might say that it was the opin- 
ion of the Conference that union was desirable if the de- 
tails could be satisfactorily arranged. Of course, in mak- 
ing these arrangements we shomd have to have due re- 
gard to the wants, requirements and even, in some degree, 
to the prejudices of the people. Even in the Lower rro- 
vinces the tariffs acted adversely to each other. He asked 
them as conunercial men was it desirable that this state of 
affiiirs should continue? (Oriesof "No," "No.") He saw 
no other way of obviating those difficulties than by a 
political union. He would not now refer at any great 
lei^glih to the defence question, inasmuch as we had here 
the gallant Colonel from Prince Edward Island (Col. Gray,) 
who had made it his special study. He would, however, 
remark that the anxiety respecting the subject of defence 
in New Brunlwick was not intense among the masses of 
the people. This was because the popmation was very 
small, and the people felt that their inmvidual efforts would 
be useless. But throw the three hundred thousand souls 
of New Brunswick in with the population of Canada and 
the other provinces, making a total of four millions ; 
and twice as much in the way of a defence contingent 
might be obtained from New Brunswick, because the peo- 
ple would feel that they were part of a great nation. 
(Cheers.^ If details could be satisfactorily arranged it 
was advisable we should be united in one jgreat Confederar- 
tion. Look, for instance, at the example offered bjr Canada. 
Since the union of Canada its poprdation had increased 
from a little over a million to two millions and a half. 
He (Mr. Tilley) hoped for the best ; and with the intelli- 
gence of which the Conference was composed, he trusted 
fliey would overcome all difficidties ; and that they would 
soonlmeet in Quebec, Montreal, or Ottawa, to consunimate 
the union — despite the caution of his friend the President. 
(Laughter and cheers.) 



74 iTNioir or THUBBirisn PkovioxoB. 

Hon. Mr. Carteb, (of If ewfoundland), returned thanks 
for himself and his oo-delegate. He had listened at- 
tentively to the speeches made hj. his hon. friends who 
preceded him, and believed that they had stated their 
cases very ably indeed. The colony to which he belonfled 
was not represented in the Charlottetown Convention ; but 
it had responded to the appeal to take part in thai of 
Quebec. He might safely say, for th^ great m^ority of 
the people of Ne\dbundland, that they would feel it a great 
advantage to enter this proposed union, and that they 
would consider it a serious loss to be left out of it. New- 
foundland did not occupy such a high position as Nova . 
Scotia and New Brunswick ; but she would nevertheless 
be no burthen to the Confederation— nay, more, he believed 
if the Union were consummated it would be an aldvantage to 
the city of Quebec. What was wanted was increased 
facilities for trade. The trade of Canada V70uld be de- 
stroyed if Newfoundland were in the hands of a foreign 
power. It was only necessary to look at the map to enaWe 
one to arrive at the conclusion that the stability of the 
Confederation would require ]&wfoundland. He had oc- 
casion to visit Quebec severe years ago, on .matters of 
public business, which brought forcibly before his mind, 
the benefits which would be derived from a union of the 
Provinces; he had then expressed the wish that we might 
one day be all united in one common countir under a scion 
of the Royal family ; and it was his beliei now that the 
wished-for union was not far distant. (Cheers.) There 
were, of course, many things to be arranged ; but he 
nevertheless hoped they would be in a position to announce 
a successful result to their respective constituencies. — The 
hon. gentleman concluded by expressing a hope that he 
would have an opportunity of seeing his kind hosts in 
Newfoundland, so that he might reciprocate their courte- 
sies. (Cheers.) 

The Honorable Colonel Gbay, President of the Execu- 
tive Council of Prince Edward Island, began by express- 
ing a regret that he was suffering from a severe cold 
which, he said, almost rendered his voice inaudible. His 
friend the Hon. Mr. Tilley had referred to him an. import 
tant but rather dry point— that of defence ; but he would 
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not now elpress his eteiltiments upon it, nor wonld he have 
arisen to speak, but that it was his duty to thank them 
on behajtf of his co-delegates and of the people of Prince 
Edward Island for their kind and courteous hospitality. . 
When he saw such an amount of wealth and intelligence 
around this board he looked upon it as a proof that Que- 
bec wias destined to occupy the first rank, if not the first 
plage, in a mighty nation. (Loud cheers.) It would be 
long, indeed, before the hospitality now extended would be 
effaced from their recollection. — After some laudatory 
reference to the articles on Mr. Howe's letter to Mr. Adder- 
ley, which appeared in a Quebec journal, the hon. gen- 
tleman went on to say that he was glad to have an oppor- 
tunity of raising his voice to help in bringing about that 
whiqh he believed was now about to be consummated. The 
dream of his youth and manhood was that he would, one 
day, be the. citizen of a great nation, extending from the 
extreme west to the sea-board ; and he believed that 
dream was about to be realized. (Cheers.) What a 
time was that in which we met to endeavor to accomplish 
this great purpose ! Who could tell what would occur 
on this continent in the next four years ? The previous 
speakers had alluded to our commercial interests, and on 
this point he (Col. Gray,) could not pretend to follow 
them ; but he would say that the colony he represented, 
could throw something into the common treasury. It 
could contribute its mite — it could be to the other Pro- 
vinces what Ehode Island was to the other States of the 
American Union. But the delegates required from their 
hosts something more than this feast — ^they required their 
sympathies in another direction. It was impossible to 
attain the result so ardently wished for unless they gave 
their aid in banishing all sectional prejudices and jealou- 
sies which would interfere with the great end. He would 
say for himself that there was not a man among them who 
would not come forward to spill the last drop of his blood 
and spend his treasure rather than the soil of Canada 
should be polluted by the foot of a foe. But if the people 
of the Maritime Provinces united with those of Canada, 
as a band of brothers, they might rest assured that God 
would defend his own work. (Loud cheers.) In conclu- 
sion, he hoped they would accept \is eox^^ ^^siK& ^^st 
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the honor conferred on his brother-delegates and himself 
by drinking their healtL 

The Chairman said they had now to drink the health 
of their other guests, Her Majesty's Ministers. (Cheers.) 
These hon. gentlemen had undertaken a greaA task — a task 
the object of which was to put an end to those sectional 
dijQFerences which, for years, had existed in Canada, and 
to which his hon, friend Mr. Tupper had referred. We 
had certainly to admit that, in this Province, we had been 
divided in a way that was not to our advantage. It was, 
he repeated, an important task the Government had un- 
dertaken in trying to mature a measure which would pro- 
mote the materifiS welfare of all the British North Ameri- 
can Provinces, and give us a strong Grovemment. If they 
succeeded in their endeavors to bring about the Union to 
which he (the Chairman) had so cautiously referred 
(laughter) — ^if they succeeded in giving us a good Grovem- 
ment, they would not only deserve but would receive the 
thanks of every true Canadian. Without further preface, 
he therefore begged leave to propose, "The Members of the 
Executive Council of Canada/' 

The toast was received with loud cheers — the Band 
playing " A la Claire Fontaine." 

Hon. Sir E. P. Tache, Eeceiver General and Minister 
of Militia of Canada, said he arose to thank them in the 
name of his colleagues and for himself, for the toast which 
had been proposed and received so cordially. Under 
ordinary circumstances, lie (Sir E. P. Tache) would have 
contented himself with merely thanking them for this 
toast, because in mixed assemblies it was looked upon 
simply as a matter of respect to those who, for the time 
being, held the reins of Government. But there was such 
a close connection between the principle upon which the 
Government was formed and the present occasion that he 
might be justified in saying more. They were aware that 
the present Administration was formed for the very pur- 
pose of carrying out the important measure which those 
distinguished gentlemen from the sister provinces had met 
in Quebec to endeavor to bring about. He had, therefore, 
as it were, a right to say a few words on the subject, but flie 
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hon. gentlemen who preceded him had entered so earnestly, 
80 folly, and so clearly into the subject, that it was almost 
useless for him to add more. This project of uniting the 
British North American Provinces was not a new scheme. 
It had been suggested years ago by an able statesman. 
Lord Durham, in his Eeport ; and though he (Sir E. P. 
Tache,) might not agree with all it contained, he would 
say that it was undoubtedly the work of a very able states- 
man. One of the recommendations of Lord Durham's Ee- 
port had been carried out ; and whatever might have been 
said then, it would be admitted now that the union of Upper 
and Lower Canada had doubled our population and trebled 
our resources in twenty years. (Cheers.) Little, however, 
was said about the union of the provinces until 1853, 
when the late lamented Mr. Merritt moved for a committee 
on the subject. Then there was very little said or done 
until 1857 or 1858 — he believed in the session of 1858, 
when his hon. friend Mr. Gkilt moved a series of resolu- 
tions on the subject, which were submited to Her Majesty's 
Government, but were not acted upon, the other Govern- 
ments not having taken simultaneous action in the matter. 
But since the last mentioned date it had been amply dis- 
cussed by articles in the public journals and by irochures. 
However, difficulties of a sectional nature grew upon us, 
and after the defeat of the Ministry last spring, a Govern- 
ment was formed on the avowed basis of a Confederation 
of the British North American Provinces. We had been 
in political difficulties, no doubt, as an hon. gentleman 
who preceded him had said, but these difficulties were not 
so great — the body politic was not so sick or incurable as 
to make a remedy of no avail. (Laughter.) Union 
would benefit us all — ^not merely this oi^e or the other one, 
but the whole. His hearers might expect something from 
him as to the secrets of the Conference ; but if they did 
they were much mistaken, (Laughter.) The members 
were not sworn ; but they were bound in honor as gentle- 
men to preserve secrecy. It would be highly imprudent 
at this stage of the proceedings to divulge anything, for we 
did not know what modifications or changes might become 
necessary. The leaking-out of half-matured points of the 
arrangement would create erroneous impressions and 
would produce a very bad efifoct He would^ before oiti^% 
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down, form a vow or give expressioa to a vow-tImi did not 
know whether the phrase was good English, but it was 
excellent French — ^that at no distant period a fraternal era 
might be opened unto us by which the cool-headed and 
persevering Englishman might be drawn closer to the 
warm-hearted and generous Irishman, to the keen, perse- 
vering and economical (laughter) — they should reserve 
their laughter as he had not finished the sentence — ^the 
persevering and economical son of Caledonia, and the gay 
and cMvalric offspring of old Gaul — each of these contri- 
buting their quota of the good qualities they had inherited 
from their ancestors, blended together in one grand peo- 
ple — Acadian or Canadian, he did not care which, for they 
were both dear to his heart. (Enthusiastic cheering.) 

The Chairman called upon Mr. James Bell Forsyth to 
propose the next toast. 

Mr. FoBSYTH said the toast he had the honor of pro- 
posing was " The Commercial Prosperity of British North 
America." But if statesmen accustomed to speak in 
public, on important subjects, felt their position so embar- 
rassing as they had themselves declared, how miich more 
embarrasing was it to him (Mr. Forsyth) unaccustomed 
to public speaking, yet called upon to introduce this 
extensive subject. The Ministry of Canada had shewn 
great patriotism when they cast aside the bickerings and 
heart-burnings of past years for the purpose of uniting us 
in a great nation. (Cheers.) When he (Mr. Forsyth) saw 
around the board those delegates from the Maritime Pro- 
vinces joined with our own leading men in this great 
undertaking, he felt that it was a subject for congratula- 
tion ; and the general feeling throughout the land, from 
Lake Superior to Halifax, was to wish them " Godspeed." 
He would not enter into statistics, but he did think 
that if nothing else arose from this meeting but the con- 
struction of the Intercolonial Kailway, it would be a great 
result indeed. He trusted, however, that we would have 
not only a railroad, but a uniform tariff", and not only a \mi- 
form tariff, but such a union, whether Federal or Legisla- 
tive, as would give us unity of sentiment and cpnmiunity 
of interest. (Cheers.) It was most consoling, throughout 
^ the bearings of this great question, thait there was the 
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same good feeling as ever, to gloripus old England, under 
whose flag we Kved-^tbat aricfeiit flag whichi for a thous- 
and years, had braved the; battle ^and the breeze. (Loud 
cheers.) Without further comment, he proposed the toast 
of " The CommercialProsperity of British North America." 

The toast was enthusiastically received — ^the Band play- 
lug the " Canaiian Hymn." 

Hon. Mr. Galt (Knance Minister of Canada), who was 
loudly called for, arose amid much cheering, and observed 
that though he felt it was highly flattering to be thus 
called upon, yet that before he ventured to address such 
an enlightened commercial community, it would have been 
only fair to allow hini some time for preparation. — Allud- 
ing to the lack of information so long pr^vs^iling in Canada 
respecting the Maritime Provinces, he §aid it was to:»be 
hoped that the visit of those gentlemen in vhose honor 
they hAd ' ^sembled ' to-night would dispel that ijgnorance. 
Whek "we" saw the ability' of those gentlemen and reflected 
that ihey might bei one day called to the ooundils of our 
united country, it was consoling to think that, if the Con- 
federation of the Provinces were brought about, we nlight 
have the benefit of such talents.. (Cheers.) With regard 
to the qujestioii of commercial prosperity arising out of this 
subject, he might' remark that, in commerce, we should 
never be contented with the minor advantage if we could 
get the majorr What depressed the commercial energies 
of this country ? Because we had hitherto been confined 
to two markets — England and thej United States. Now a 
Union with the Lower Provinces would not only give us 
the benefit of their local markets, but would also open up 
to us the benefit of their foreign trade— a trade which, in 
one or two instances, we had once. possessed but had now 
lost. We had in our own Ptovinoe a certain amount of 
the maritime element ; but not so much as we should have 
after a Union with the Sister Provinces. In the circum- 
stances in which we were placed, it was gratifying that 
those points in which we might be deficient would be 
amply supplied by the other Provinces. We were trying 
to encourage mamafacturing in Canada. A supply of coal 
was a most important. §lem^?^t of success in this respect ; 
anil we had before us the ;faci that Nova Scotia possessed 
Hiat elexxient. Th.e great resouroea <£ ^ ^&£s»Si^^'^x^* 
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vinces had been amply ahewn by the ban. geuitenieii who 
had already spoken, and who had abundantly proved that 
ihev came not as seeking assistance from ns but in abroad 
and national spirit. (Cheers.) He was glad their speech^ 
would go forth to the public, and that it would be seen 
that the Provinces did not come together as suppliants, 
but with a liberal and patriotic desire to improve our lot 
and to perpetuate and preserve British institutions in a 
truly British spirit (Cheers.) And the enthusiasm 
shewn here to-ni^ht was an earnest of the manner, in 
which the realization of the great object in view would be 
welcomed. 

The toast of " The Press,'' was then given, and respond- 
ed to by Mr. G. A. Sala, the Essayist, and at thai time 
correspondent of the London Telegraph; — ^the health of 
the Chairman was also given and responded to ; and " the 
Ladies" were likewise remembered as worthy of festive 
honors ; after which the company dispersed, it being then 
nearly midnight. 

The Conference continued to meet daily between the 
hours of ten and eleven o'clock, and adjourning at four 
o'clock, resumed their sittings at seven o'clock, which were 
continued until a late hour when no engagements inter- 
fered. Festivities were not wholly abandoned, but were, 
in a measure, checked by the declared desire of the Dele- 
gates to apply themselves assiduously to the discharge of 
their public duties. At an early date after their arrival in 
Quebec, M. and Madame Tessier, lady of the Speaker of 
the Legislative Council, invited the Delegates to a Ball, 
expressly designed in honor of them. The evening of the 
19th October was set apart for this interesting event ; and 
all the Delegates and dignitaries of the Crown in Quebec, 
together with some of its best Society in the private walks 
of life, accepted the generous invitation, and, after many 
pleasant hours, left the Ball Boom with the impression that 
the^ had ei:goyed one of the bi^piest re-unions ever eaqperi- 



VISIT TO, AND ADDBESS FBOM, LAVAL 
UNIVERSITY. 

On the 20th of October, the Delegates from the Mali- 
time Proyinces were, by mvitation, reoeived at tibe Laval 
University, and honored with a grand official reoeption, 
headed by His Lordship the Bishop of Tloa, administra* 
tar of thQ Diocese of Quebec, His Lordship the Bishop of 
Hamilton^ His Lordship the Bishop of Kingston^ The 
B!ector of the University, and the Deans and Professors of 
the several Faculties, appeared in their official robes. The 
attendance of the students was unusually large, and the 
occasion was graced by the presence of many ladies and 
distinguished persons in Quebec at the time. The whole 
party having proceeded to the great Hall, where the pupila 
of the Quebec Seminary, to the number of four hundred^ 
were assembled, the Very Keverend Eector read the follow- 
ing Address:— 

Honorable Gentlemen, — ^There are in the lives of 
nations, as in those of individuals, moments of solemn 
import, on which their destiny bangs. 

The British Colonies of North America are now in one 
of those critical periods, the influence of which may even 
surpass our prevision. 

History will hand down to posterity the names of all 
those to whom the confidence of- their fellow-citizens has 
entrusted with this great mission of examining the basis 
of our political constitutions, and of proposing fundamental 
modifications. 

It is not the part of a literary and scientifical institution 
to express an opinion on the all-important questions of 
the day; yet it cannot remain indifferent to debates 
which concern our common country, understanding as it 
does how well worthy of the best wishes of all are the 
eminent personages on whose shoulders weighs so heavy a 
responsilnlity. 

Moreover, the prosperity of an institution such as this is 
- . . s 
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to(hllbli^lK)xtti&aa Tviffi Itli6 Ifitare jof the i»wraif. not to 
partake in the anxiety'ilVith Tfhirti/from the scmrces to the 
mouth of the St Lawrence, five millions of British subjects 
S^mfmh&itiK 6f ytMxrlm^rtant labors. • ' 
^^Thb (SfitbdeirtB of theQttidbeeiS and thosei.riE 

:^hbU{ Ufiivkisiitfy Whom you. ^h$f^ shweic^ 

0W^?«^PIQtW ; :..ifi'«lt?i?.yeafq spnc|e pf .(^em .m«.y, in.- their: 
^n^^^ eaj,le4,!3ft tpgjiide the ehijJ.oi the State, and to 
coi&hue Ihe 'coustructio;!, 'tne fdiiiiaatioiis of which it is 
fMmfSstdri'tbV; *'';'^ -i -^"^ '•■'■■ •!:..■ 
^'>'Wbis^vi^riih$tf bdlhei isstte'of yo^lrdeliberatibtis, p«inijfc 
niJb asfiukfi jroby.honidcablfi gentlemen, in the nc^e; pi a^ 
9Sfi WiW^^jf^^ 4iiwauii: Ibhftt .your \u8it will be long hprm 
ki. pjipd.. oy . them^ . Nor will it be without result, for, 
w^ue engaged in. ihe task of .developing their intelKgerice; 
fliey'^l be animated by* the gi^ateral remembrance of 
StoA^[ootife]*pe<I' ok their>aima »tafer by the presence ' of the 
uHosi eminent! and' most influential men of this immense 
t^ritoTy..-:, ',,; . .' . ■' . '//■ . . . . ., . 

Hon. Mr. Tupper, on behalf of himself and his Associ- 
ate Pdlj^atps, read the following Beply : 

' To the Very Beverend E, A. Taschereau, D.CL,, 
, ,; ., Rector, of JiJie V 

ay¥EBY".RBVBEE]SrD SiB,--T-We beg to express our grate- 
ful estimate of the very flattering terms in which we have 
Iibed ) addressed .b^ yon, on behalf of. the iE'aculties and 
Aldmni of this distinguished University, and of the pro- 
fisaoI'dTaindji^dents of the Quebec Seminary, 
li.iBnga^ed as weare in thib important duty of endeavoring, 
in conjunction with the Government of Canada, so \x> 
imprpve'tii6> political institutions of the British American 
firoviiuoes'i^ to.* promote the common iiliterests of all, wo 
aDe;an]lcbgraiified to learn that our high mission is duly 
dppcecdated at a great seat of learning , from which the 
priblicBeiitiinent of the oountryi must be largely influenced. 
a ^heii students of the'.Quebeo: Seminary, as also the 
Faculties and Alumni of Laval University, may rest a** 
tiirfidi tha(i.Qur best^efibrta- will, foe j03^rted:jto And ft wise 
solution of the great question w&ich nasl^eim submitted to 



iSiif deliberations ; but in My event we will not booh forget 
the distingaisbed mark of respect which you have been 
pleased to offer us on the present occasion. 

: (Signed,) Charles Tupper, W* A Henry, J. McCully, 
KB. DiCKEYj . A*. G. Archibald, of Nova Scotia. 

S. L. TiLLEY, W. H. Steeves, J. M. Johnson, E. B. 
Chandler, J. H. Gray, Charles Fisher, of New Bruns- 
wick. 

F. B. T. Carter, J. Ambrose Shea, of Newfoundland. 

J. H. Gray, Edward Palmer, W. H. Pope, A. A. 
McDonald, Geoboe Coles, T. Heath Haviland, Edward 
•WhelaNi of Prince Edward Island. 

The Seminary band then struck up a joyous strain, and 
the visitors proceeded to the terrace-roof of the main 
building, whence a magnificent view of the city, harbor and 
surrounding country was obtained. The Delegates were 
highly delighted with the prospect, and unanimously de- 
clared it to be one of the most beautiful they had ever 
beheld. After having thus feasted their eyes on the beaa- 
ties of nature, they proceeded — accompanied by their hosts 
— ^to visit the several departments of the University, in- 
cluding the library, the museum of rainerology and botany, 
the cabinets of pliysics and chemistryj the schools of law 
and medicine, and the students' residence attached, <fec. 
It ii^ needless to say that they were deeply impressed with 
the vast extent of the University and the unrivalled edu- 
cational facilities which it affords. 



THE BACHELORS' BALL, 

The Bachelors of Quebec entertained the Delegates at a 
Ball at the Parliament Buildings, on the evening of the 
21st' October. His Excellency the Governor General and 
his Ministry were present ; and, indeed, all the other dis-. 
tingiiished persons who attended the Government Ball in 
the sam6 place, on the 14th, participated in the hilarity 
liappiiy and most successfully inaug;uxa\.^^\)i^ ^Sti^^^^s^^ 



lors. The attendance was large— the digplay of beauty 
highly attractive — ^the entertainment in the Snpper Boom 
of the best description ; and, in short, eveiything combiiied 
to make the Bachelors' Ball one of the most agreeable in- 
cidents remotely connected with the Convekition. 



DEPAKTURE FROM QUEBEC. 

Nothing further of any importance remains to be noted 
during the time the Delegates remained in Quebec. Thiej 
brought their official labors at Quebec to a close on the 27tii 
October ; and on the afternoon and evening of that dajt 
nearly all the Delegates, their lady friends, and several mem- 
bers of the Canadian Ministry, proceeded to Montreal bjr 
special train, most obligingly placed at their service by O.J. 
BRYDGES,Esq., the popular and efficient Managing Director 
of the Grand Trunk Railway, to whom the Delegates are 
indebted for much courtesy and kindness, and which will, 
no doubt, be ever gratefully remembered. 



ARRIVAL IN MONTREAL. 

VISIT TO PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS — OONFERBNCB — ^BALL. 

The Delegates and their party arrived at Montreal early 
on the morning of Friday, 28th October, and proceeded 
to the St. Lawrence Hall, where apartments were provided 
for them. The weather was wet and disagreeable during 
the whole day, which prevented a Volunteer Review from 
taking place, designed as a mark of respect to the Dele- 
gates, and for which extensive preparations had been made. 
Visits were made, however, to several of the public institu- 
tions, during the forenoon ; and the Geological Survey, 
under the direction of the eminent Geologist, Sir William 
Logan, was an especial object of attraction to the visitors. 
The collection of geological specimens, fossils, woods and 
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miMrtls, in this institdtion, is said to be the largest and 
best in America. The Delegates were fortunate in being 
introduced by the Hon Mr. McGee ; and the gentleman 
in charge of the institution most ably and cheerfully ex* 
plained to his visitors every object of a curious and attrac* 
tive nature which it contained. 

The Delegates held a brief Conference at the St Law* 
renoe Hall, for the purpose of revising the Minutes of the 
Proceedings adopted at Quebec, and adjourned until the 
fcUowing day. 

On the evening of Friday, a magnificent Ball was given 
m honor of the Delegates, at the St Lawrence Hall, at 
which about 1,000 persons were present — His Excellency 
Sir Bichard G. McDonnell, Lieut. Governor of Nova 
Scotia, and Lady, and Sir General Fenwick Williams, 
Commander of the Forces, being amongst the guests. It 
is needless to say that the beauty and fashion of Montreal 
were largely represented, and that all the magnates of the 
Cily were also present, dissporting in the mazes of thfi 
dance, or indulging in the lively interchange of thought in 
conversational circles. The party was, altogether, an ex- 
ceedingly gay and brilliant one, and afforded unmixed sa- 
tisfaction to the pleasure-seekers who filled the splendid 
Hall of the St Lawrence Hotel. 



PUBLIC BANQUET. 

SPEECHES OF DELEGATES AND OTHERS. 

On Saturday morning the Delegates again met in Con- 
ference to continue and conclude the revisal of the Minutes 
of Proceedings, which they accomplished a little after 
two o'clock. A magnificent Banquet or Dyeuner was 
prepared in honor of them, the same day, and served in 
the Ball Boom of the previous evening. The Delegates 
and their Bntertaiiiers met in the Btvmxi^ 'Qaksqi^ ^^ca 
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Hotel about 3 o'clock, and having been severally preflested 
to General Sir Fenwick Williams, who was a gueat on 
this occasion likewise, were introduced to the leadisg 
merchants and professional gentlemen of Montreal^ and. 
then conducted to the Banquetting Room, which was ele- 
gantly decorated. Five tables were furnished for the com- 
pany, and a cross table at the head for some of the most dis- 
tinguished of the guests. Large vases, full of beautifiil 
flowers and green-house plants in full bloom, were placed 
upon the board in the intervals between the highly deeorf; 
ated dishes and wonderful specimens of the confectioner's 
art. An abundance of wine, of most excellent quality, 
was provided, and the attandance was all that could be 
required. The music for the feast was supplied by the 
band of the Kifle Battalion then quartered in Montreal. 

The Chair was taken by His Worship Mayor Beaudcy, 
and the Vice Chairs were filled by Messrs F.. Pominville, 
Peter Redpath, the Hon. T. Ryan, M.L.C, and A. M. 
Delisle, Esq. When justice was done to the substantial, 
viands, the intellectual part of the entertainment was. 
promptly commenced by the excellent Chairman.. The. 
healths of Her Majesty the Queen, of H. R. H. the Prince., 
of Wales and the other members of the Royal Family, 
and the health of His Excellency the Governor GeneralTit! 
were given in quick succession, and received with great 
bursts of applause, the Band playing an appropriate air 
to each. J 

The Chairman then proposed ** The Army, Navy and 
Volunteers." r^. ' 

General Sir William Fenwick Williams, who was 
received with prolonged cheering, said that in responding 
for the Army and Navy he would only detain them a few 
minutes. In the first place, he had to express his regret 
that the gallant Admiral, who commands the fleet on the 
N^rth American ^tlpn, was Aot here to respond for ^ 
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^Navy. . That gallant officer could have tpld tbem bpw 
that NTavy gave protection fo British .cotiifeefcei ^Wih'-I^ 
tint coiintrles, even oti the .distaiit seas of Ohiria/.tHi^ 
.Admiral Hope had so gallantly distingtilsheij mfiSl^*. 
(Qheers.) As regards the Army, they'll^ seetf foi^'theftl- 
selyes its discipline during the last tnrteof foilr ye'Sftf'j^i 
this country, but thev werci aware also of the very'fimitcd 
numbers of that portion of tl^e Britilsh forces "whitljlfi hi^'had 
the honor to command; ancjuieetitiff thetn onthis occ?(ii6ifi, 
and especially the Delegatifs from m^'dlfiei^CTit Pi'oVltffefe, 
if he were not certain .that steps "vC^ould be taken tpddcd^'ip 
that small force' an efficient jnilitia, he should takfe mdte 
time than he would now take to impress the neces8itjr't)f 
this upon their minds. Another arm of th^ force wafiLtftKo 
included in the toast — the Yolunteers— 6n6 oiVhoft^ iWdSt 
'distinguished commanders he now' saw before "huti/^l)ls 
friend, Col. Dyde, who had devoted his toost ' fitrcjrititlfis 
efforts to increasing the efficiency ofthSt 'branch of 'ffiie 
force. (Cheers.) And he must be alio wed^^ say. {again 
that, without an e^cient militig,, the army in these, fir^- 
yinces could do nothing ; but witn such a militia they 
could do everything. (Cheers.) He "thanked theinfor 
tiie very kind way in which he had be^n received,' 'iudd 
before sitting down he begged to wish tW Delegates eireiy 
success in the great undertaking in connection with.whtoh 
they had come here, that these countries might be formed 
into a great and prosperous TJnion, tinder ffifl'jTile bf our 
gracious Queen, as now, and of her dieSfceiidaiits- iiiJin 
generation to generation, and that the same gloriptts flag 
might continue to wave over their heads ibr' centuiiiefs to 
come. (Loud cheers.) '.'.''' 

■ ■ i • . ■ ''Till:;.,. 

Col. Dydb returned thanks on behalf of this Ytjltifitcgfei-s 
for. the honor done them, in not'inerely dririkiilg' thiir 
healtb, but in cohriecting their names with' the ^6ri<)fis 
Army and Navy. The Volunteers, he belieVed- "jie ^^gj^t 
safely say, had alwats been ready to do ijheir.cjuty. /'T^e 
Government also had of late done it* duty* by''tl]iterij','^isf%r 
as the law ^ould allow them, but they reijiiii^e^'soii^tWAg 
more than thisr-rthey required the • oottntetiaiql(ie' arid "^stift ^ 
port of their fellbw-citizens. . (eh^fer3.,)'= Th^ pu¥sTfit!bf 
wealth was vdty commendable, but 'there' we ''Eighfer 
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objeots than that to be aimed at, and every maQ, partica- 
larly tiie influential and the wealthy, owed something to his 
oonntry ; and if he had not the courage and the paliiotism 
to serve his country as a Volunteer, he ought, at least, to 
support the Volunteer movement by his countenance and 
his means. (Cheers.) He regretted to say there were 
some exceptions to this in this community, and that some 
of tbe most wealthy and influential in it, instead of coun- 
tenancing the Volunteers, discouraged them in every 
possible way. These cases, however, were few, and be 
Boped they would be fewer still. In closing he begged to 
say that the force under his command were ready and 
willing at all times to do their duty as Volunteers or 
soldiers. God forbid the occasion should arise that their 
services should be required as soldiers ; but if that occasion 
should arise he was satisfied they would do their duly, 
shoulder to shoulder, with Her Majesty's troops. (Cheers.) 

The Chairman said he was sure they would drink the 
next toast with much pleasure. They had amongst them 
this afternoon a distinguished gentleman, the Lieutenant 
Governor of Nova Scotia. (Cheers.) He proposed the 
health of Sir Bichard McDonnell and Lady McDonnell 
(Lond cheers.) 

Sib Bichabd MacDonnell, C. B., on rising was 
greeted with renewed cheers. He said : Mr.Chaimian and 
gentlemen, your reception of me has been so very kind and 
cordial, as almost to embarrass me, accustomed as I am to 
public life and to the kindness of Her Majest/p subjects 
exhibited in various parts of the globe towards the Queen's 
representatives, who always find her Her Majesty's subjects 
disposed to aid and co-operate with them in carrying, gut 
the objects of Colonial Government^ as now administered — 
those objects being to increase the social welfare and 
material prosperity of the colonists, as the most acceptable 
service which the representatives of the Crown can render 
to their Sovereign. (Cheersi.) Meeting you here, gentle- 
men, in this fair city, which I may truly call the natural 
commercial centre of a Province which has been well 
. d^gnated aq the brightest jewel in the (Uadem of Eng^nd, 
allow me to cbngratmate you on the progress which I dee 
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ererjrwhere arotmd me, since a visit I was fortunate 
enough to make a few years ago. Allow me also, on the 
part of one very dear to me, whose name has been connect- 
ed with mine in the toast you have drunk, to express to 
you the great pleasure her Ladyship feels on making this, 
her first visit to your city, to find herself so surrounded by 
friendly and familiar faces, having had occasion recently 
to become acquainted at Halifax with so many Canadians 
that in Montreal she seems to be rather at home than in a 
strange place. (Cheers.) I am very glad that my visit 
to Montreal, although it may be considered an accidental 
circumstance at this time, should have enabled me, in a 
peculiar way, as representing that Province which is the 
second to Canada of those Provinces over which the British 
flag waves on this continent, to respond to the kind invi- 
tation to a dinner in honor of the Delegates at the Inter- 
colonial Conference. 1 am sure that I only express the 
feeling of the community at large, when I say that what- 
ever may be the ultimate fate of the propositions which 
the Delegates in due time may submit to the difierent 
governments and legislatures of these Provinces, we are all 
ready to concede to them the merit of having given a great 
deal of time, labor, and thought, so far as we can see 
through the mist of secrecy which has hung over their 
proceedings, and having brought an amount of patriotism 
to bear upon these questions, for which I am sure these 
communities will always feel grateful. I think, therefore, 
that the compliment which has been paid to these gentle- 
men is a graceful one and well merited. (Cheers.) I 
look, too, at the constitution of the delegation ; although 
they do not come here with any authority from the Legis- 
latures of these colonies or from the Imperial Grovernment, 
they come as gentlemen, representing pretty accurately 
the state of public opinion in the different Provinces they 
represent ; not only the feeling of the responsible govern- 
ments in existence in each of those Provinces, but of that, 
which in a fi:ee community such as yours, is no less neces- 
saij — ^the feelings of Her Majesty's Opposition, Great 
weight, therefore, is due, and no doubt will be given, to 
whatever proposals these gentlemen may make. At the 
same time I may, without breaking through the require- 
^th&Dis of necessary caution and reserve, say, that I do hope 
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whatever proposals they may make will be duly w^ghed 
hereafter by the community at large, to whom thev must 
in point of fact finally report their proceedings. (Hear.) 
The moment is a very critical one in the history of these 
Provinces, and suggestions, however patriotically made, 
ought not to be all at once accepted without due consider- 
ation. The whole future history, both of Canada and the 
Maritime Provinces, will, no doubt, be materially affected 
for the better or for the worse by jthe decision which the 
community at large and the different Legislatures may 
make on these proposals. I will only say this, proceeding 
merely on the semi-official announcement, and not drawing 
for information on any other source, that I do hope when 
some plan of Union comes to be decided upon, it will be a 
Union designed to give increased strength in matters of 
defence, increased economy in conducting the machinery 
of government, and increased convenience with regard to 
mercantile arrangements. I do hope that some simple, as 
well as effective means, will be found of carrying out these 
objects, I trust it will not be thought necessary to build 
up such a Union on a mass of guarantees and mutual 
suspicions. If you are to become a nation, you niust lay 
its foundations in mutual confidence. (Cheers.) If the 
inhabitants of the British Provinces of America— of the 
** New Britain" of the West — ^the simplest, most loyal and 
fittest name for the intended Confederation — have in them- 
selves the stuff that entitles them to become a great nation, 
they can only become so by being willing to make mutual 
sacrifices and to repose in one another mutual confidence. 
(Cheers.) On the other hand, if you once begin with the 
system of guarantees against one another, where is it to 
end? Are we to have guarantees to defend an English 
minority in a local Legislature in Lower Canada and to 
defend a French minority in a Parliament of the general 
Confederation ? I do hope, and believe, there is sufficient 
good feeling between the inhabitants of these Provinces — 
having travelled over them lately and conversed with the 
leading men in each — to enable you to find some simple, 
effective mode of Union that wUl give you both strength 
and economy in conducting your government. (Cheers.) 
I may say that there is one portion of. Her Majest/s 
subjects in these Provinces whom I have always been 
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aocHstomed to look upon with peculiar iuterest, in cousp- 
queiice of circumstances connected with a former visit of 
i^ine to Canada. I allude to my fellow-countrym.en of 
French descent, and I may add, that in the course of my 
recent trip through Canada, I n^er met any. person who 
Fa$ not animated by the most friendly feelings towards 
that portion of Her Majesty's subjects, and I believe that 
none would be a more valuable acquisition to the Union.. 
(Cheers.) It is impossible for a traveller like myself to 
visit this country and traverse a portion of what I may 
call a fragment of ancient France, without feeling deeply 
interested in its present welfare and its future destiny. It 
is true, that severed long since from its parent country, it 
has not had the opportunity of being immediately linked 
with all the glories . of old France. At the same time, 
French Canadians cannot, and should not, forget that they 
have been spared much tribulation, which, under other cir- 
cumstances, might have been inflicted on them by the 
political storms which, since their separation, have swept 
over the old country ; and they may permit me, before I 
sit down, to express the great pleasure with which I see 
Her Majesty's FreYich subjects here enjoying, at this 
moment, an amount of civil and religious liberty, and of 
social advantages, which is not equalled in the case of 
Ff^nehmen eligewhere, or any other people or race on the 
face *of the earth. . (Cheers.) As an old servant of Her 
Miji^^ty'^ Government, I feel proud and happy when I see 
those of another race enjoying under the beneficent sway 
of the British Crown these great advantages. The fact 
that it is so, is the highest compliment that can be paid to 
the excellence of British institutions. (Cheers.) I there- 
fore hope, whatever shape the present movement may take, 
it: may result in increased happiness and prosperity to 
my French fellow-countrymen in this land. (Cheers.) 
As I, have said already, I am satisfied that the end . you 
have in view, with mutual confidence one towards another, 
may just as easily be attained by simple as by complicated 
means. It may or may not happen that the views of the 
Delegates will be carried out, but whether the whole of 
their proposals be accomplished, or only a portion of them, 
I ;n^y; say for myself and my brother Lieutenant-Go ver- 
nprijjtfotthe Delegates may rely on finding every disppsitionu. 
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on oar part to co-operate and assist them in every way in 
onr power by giving the fallest developement to whatever 
projects Her Majesfy's Qovernment in their wisdom may 
approve when submitted to them. They may rely Upon 
ns for this, as men equally interested as any others of Her 
Majesty^ subjects in this part of the world, and perhaps 
more interested than any others in all measures for pro- 
moting the happiness of those over whom for the time 
being we have been appointed to preside. (Cheers.) 1 
feel that I may be thought perhaps to have touched on 
somewhat delicate ground ; at the same time I think the 
hour has come when public opinion should be brought to 
bear a little on matters in which the general public is so 
deeply interested. I only hope that the future of these 
Provmces may be worthy the materials for a glorious 
future which they contain, and I conclude with a very 
pithy sentence which I notice on this programme of toasts, 
and the sentiment of which I heartily adopt as my own-— 

*'Theii let us be firm and united — 
One country, one flag for us aU; 
United, our strength will be freedom— 
DlYided, we each of us fall." 

(Loud cheers.) 

The Chairman said he now came to the toast of the 
evening. (Cheers.) They were all aware that a nuldber 
of genuemen from the Maritime Provinces had assembled 
in Quebec with the representatives of our own Province, 
to discuss the necessity or propriety of uniting these Pro- 
vinces. These gentlemen were present, and several of 
them would be called on to respond to this toast. He was 
sure, from the feeling which had been exhibited since 
these gentlemen entered the Province, that the toast would 
be received with the greatest enthusiasm. He begged to 
propose — " Our distinguished guests, the Delegates from 
the Maritime Provinces." (Great cheering.) 

The Band—" Cead mUle faeltha." 

The Hon. Dr. Tupper said, deeply as he felt the kind- 

nees of the company, he had not risen to respond on behalf 

of the Delegates of Nova Scotia, but to state that, in 

forming that delegation, His Excellency the Lieutenant 
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Govemor was enabled, through the kindness and patriot- 
ism of the Opposition, to avail himself of the services of 
the Leaders of the Opposition, both in the Legislative 
Council and in the House of Assembly. At the recent 
festive gathering in Quebec he fDr. Tupper) had the 
privilege of respondinff on behalf of the Nova Scotia Dele- 

Stes, and of placing before the public of Canada, through 
3 mediimi of their intelligent press, his own views on 
the great question of the day. He now rose to ask Mi. 
Archibald, the talented and courteous Leader of the Nova 
Scotia Opposition, to respond to the toast on the present 
occasion, and to give us the benefit of his sentiments. 

Hon. Mr. Abohibald said that having been called upon 
bjr the hon. gentleman who conducted the administration 
of Nova Scotia to respond to the toast just given, hb loy- 
alty to the Province required him to respond. He accept- 
ed the task that was imposed on him, but he must say that 
his difficulty was largely increased by the observations by 
which he had been introduced to the meeting. These 
observations only showed how much more effectually and 
ably that gentleman could have responded than he (Mr. 
Archibald.) He, however, would tell the gentlemen pre- 
sent, on behalf of the Province he represented, that he 
returned his warmest thanks and the thanks of his co- 
delegates for the manner in which the toast had been 
introduced by the Mayor, and for the kindness with which 
it had been received. (Cheers.) And while on his feet 
he might be allowed to thank not only the people of Mon- 
treal, but of Canada at large, for the kindness, the untiring 
kindness, with which they (the Delegates) had been wel- 
comed since they entered the Canadian borders. (Ap- 
plause.) The people of the Lower Provinces had long 
heard that the Canadians were men of noble sentiments, 
generous and hospitable, but their anticipations had been 
Mir outstripped by their experience — ^an experience of one 
universal round of kindness and festivity. Whatever 
might be the results of the political arrangements which 
were in progress — ^whatever the effect of the negociations, 
one tiling was certain, that the Delegates would carry 
away a most pleasing recollection of the hospitality of 
Oaoadai and of the kindness of the recepUoix thfiij \a&»'ou^ 



with everywhere. He might say, if we were permitted' to 
divulge secrets, that a very marked impression seemed to 
be made on some of the members of the delegation — ^the 
more susceptible of them, who were present last evening in 
this room, and who, from their sensibility to the attractions 
of the other sex appeared to be in favor, if not of Confed- 
eration, at any rate of Union. (Cheers and laughter.) 
From the little acquaintance he had with Canadian gen- 
tlemen, he found that there existed here a very limited 
"idea of the Lower Provinces, of their resources, and of the 
character and habits of the people. He was not surprised 
at this. The business relations of Canada connected it 
with the United States, and the old world and its commu- 
nications carried it beyond the Lower Provinces. I'he 
people of Canada saw nothing of the Lower Provinces, 
and had little knowledge of their resources or position ; 
little knowledge, in fact, of that which the Lower Provinces 
desired Canada should know. The Delegates came here 
with a view to disseminate such information and state 
such facts as would shew that Nova Scotia would cheerfully 
assist in the construction of a nation. (Cheers.) The 
Lower Provinces would require to learn much of Canada, 
and Canada of them. The magnificence of the proportions 
of Canada, the grandeur of the country, the greatness of 
the land which its people inhabit, insured the attention of 
the Lower Provinces more to her than their smallness was 
likely to attract her to them. (Applause.) But if the 
Lower Provinces could not equal Catiada in grandeur and 
magnificence, they far exceeded her in the number and 
variety of their resources. Many of those gentlemen who 
had paid the Lower Provinces a visit a short time ago at 
first supposed that the country produced nothing but an 
abundant supply of fog and fish. (A laugh.) He hoped, 
however, that the visitors came back to Canada convinced 
that these two articles of commerce did not constitute all 
the resources of the maritime Provinces. (Cheers and 
laughter.) If the Canadian visitors brought back any 
report of the climate he was sure it would be to the ad- 
vantage of the Lower Provinces, for when they were there 
it seemed that nature was desirous to propitiate their good 
wi]], and. gave the most lovely and cheerful weather, while, 
po the other hand, when the delegai;^^ came to Idlontreal, 
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fhe dlimate of Canada gave them no right to suppose that 
Nova Scotia enjoyed a monopoly of rain and fog. (Loud 
laughter.) He would not assume to speak of the resources 
of all the Lower Provinces, but take as an instance his own 
little Province of Nova Scotia, which was hardly known. 
He would tell them an instance of this: A friend of Colonel 
Gray's returned to England after having been in Nova 
Scotia for a long time. Being congratulated on arriving 
at home she was reminded that among other pleasures this 
one was in store for her, that she was in a place where she 
would again hear her own language spoken. (Cheers and 
laughter.) The fact was that Nova Scotia was not inhabit- 
ed altogether by Hurons, Iriquois and Micmacs, and he 
did not think that the Canadian gentlemen had any such 
idea. (A laugh.) He would now say a few words respecting 
the rejsources of Nova Scotia. In the first place, she had no 
predominant interest, although there w^re a great many 
interests there. The people of Canada imagine that they 
possess the finest agricultural soil on the continient, but he 
could take any Canadian who wished it to Nova Scotia, to 
tx)me of the fertile valleys of the west, and point out land 
eq[ual to the best in the western peninsula. (Hear, hear.) 
B.ut though the agricultural interest in Nova Scotia was 
an important one, it did not predominate. A large portion 
of the people were engaged in the fisheries, and drew from 
their mexhaustible stores immense quantities of that 
which added to the richness and value of the country. 
(Applause.) And this pursuit trained up a large body of 
hardy men, who, if we become one nation, would be ready 
in the hour of danger to bear the flag of England. But 
the fishing and farming interests were not all ; for Nova 
Scotia was extensively engaged in manufactures, and in 
the export of lumber. In that interest which was mixed 
up with the lumber interest, namely, shipping, he believed 
that, man for man, the people of Nova Scotia had a larger 
tonnage than any country in the world. (Cheers.) It 
was a fact, that for every man, woman and child in Nova 
Scotia there was about a ton of shipping. (Applause.) 
But, passing over the agricultural, the fishing and lumber- 
ing interests, he would come to a still larger and more 
important one, which stood out on the borders of the 
Ibroad Atlantic. ' On the entire coafit oi 'S^on^i^^NsAi'^i:^ 
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were inexhaustible mines of that which inflnenced the 
industry of the world — coal. (Applause.) These mines 
were planted by the hand of nature, ready to be transported 
to supply the wants of the people of the Atlantic coast 
No change of circumstances or political relations could 
ever prevent the people of Nova Scotia from having that 
material which all the Atlantic States of the neighboring 
country must have, and which they could get from no 
other place. (Applause.) Since 1858 when they were 
opened to free mining, twenty-five large coal mines had 
been opened, and it could be easily seen that with such 
resources the future of that country did not depend on the 
relations of any other country. As the Delegates from 
Canada travelled over the country what did they find ? 
That there were in one harbor no fewer than 80 square 
rigged vessels, representing a capacity of 16,000 tons, 
employed to convey coals to the Americans on the Atlantic 
border. (Cheers.) This was a scene repeated in many 
harbors ; nevertheless, with all this supplying power, the 
Province was unable to supply the demand for coal. He 
did not speak of these things in a boasting spirit of his 
country — ^a country which he hoped would soon be the 
country of the people of Canada. (Loud cheers.) He 
only mentioned these facts to show the people of Canada 
that if Nova Scotia came into this Union, and if it came to 
ask Canada to associate with her, it was in no orinj^ing 
attitude. (Cheers.) Nova Scotia came not asking Canada 
to accept her, or let her into the Union, but she told Canada 
that with the magnificentback country of the latter, and with 
her territory and wealth, and her desire to become a great 
nation, Nova Scotia had a frontier and resources of which 
she need not be ashamed — (applause) — ^but if Nova Scotia 
enjoyed, as she did to a large extent, all the advantages of 
freedom and of responsible institutions, why was she desir- 
ous to change her relations ? He believed the condition 
of the people of the British North American Provinces was 
exceptional. He believed that if things could continue in 
the future as in the past, no class of people in the world 
would have a greater share of blessings than the people of 
these provinces. (Applause.) We had all the priiol^es 
of freemen without uieir burdens. (Hear, hear.) fiut 
the time bad come whea we oould not expeot this Btate pf 
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ihin^ to oontbae. The people of old England were a 
heavily taxed people, and they were not goin^ to be taxed 
for ever to support us, while we were doing nothing. 
(Hear, hear.) We feel that circumstances are occurring 
on our border which render it necessanr that we should be 
stirrine on our own behalf, and besides all this, can we 
hdp reeling that it is humiliating to have eveiything 
done for us while we do nothing for ourselves. (Hear, 
hear.) The time had arrived when we were about to 
assume the position of a great nation, and such being the 
case, we should not shrink from its responsibilities. The 
people of the Lower Provinces entertain a magnificent idea 
of the grandeur which awaits us all. A unit^ nation, we 
shall become a great country, and the time is not far dis- 
tant when a colossal power, growing up on the continenti 
shall stand with one foot on the Pacinc and the other on 
the Atlantic, and shall present to the world, even on this 
side of the Atlantic, the proof that monarchial institutions 
are not inconsistent witn civil and religious liberty, and 
the ftdlest measure of material advancement. (Loud 
cheers.) 

Lieut Col. the Hon. John Hamilton Gtray, of New 
Brunswick, rose to respond on behalf of that Province— 
when the cheering had ceased he proceeded to say, — ^that 
being placed in the same positibu as his honorable firiend 
on the right, who had just addressed them, he had, on the 
part of New Brunswick, to acknowledge with thanks the 
kind reception of the toast And he must say that the em- 
barrassment he would naturally feel under ordinary circum- 
stances in addressing such an assembly faded away before 
the cordiality of their welcome. That reminded him, that 
while it was unquestionably the duty of statesmen to con- 
sider the bearing any question of importance might have 
upon the material interests of the people entrusted to their 
care, yet it was equally their duty to remember that there 
were times and occasions when kindred emotions and kin- 
dred sentiments rose superior to the cold calculations of in- 
terest, and pointed the way to honor and to patriotism. 
(Cheers.) The present was such an occasion. At no 
period before in the history of British North America had 
any qiiei&m of such importance been ^t«ieRSDX»^ \a "Qoa 
9 
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people. It was not simply that the Delegates £nom the 
maritime provinces were here assembled to ei^joy a hospi- 
tality so generous that no language could properly express 
their appreciation of it, but their presence— the presence 
of this vast assemblage — was the public recognition of the 
fact, that a question was now before the people of the 
greatest importance, momentous in its character, and 
pregnant with influence over the future destinies of this 
vast country. The public men of the maritime provinces 
had for years looked forward to a union with Canada. 
They hM hoped for it — ^they had spoken for it — not sim- 
ply a commercial connection, but a political conneetioiH- 
merging our interests, our character, our wealth, in one 
common union. He could not forget that, at a time, iot 
1837 and 1838, when Canada was threatened with invasioa 
from abroad — the several Legislatures of the maritime 
provinces had; by unanimous votes, by acclanultieii; 
placed at the disposal of their Sovereign theirt entim 
revenues, property and wealth, to aid their bvethren in 
the west. (Loud cheers.) He could not fail to recafil 
that sinc(j tliat day their public men had striven for this 
union. Year after year they had turned their attention to 
the construction of the great Intercolonial Railway which 
would bring us closer together. Their Legislatures bad 
passed Bills — had granted subsidies — arrangements hftd 
been made with Canada, yet year after year from causes 
which it would be difficult to explain, the object bad- 
eluded their grasp, and it was only when it appeared be- 
yond attainment, when the hopes of their people, their 
Legislatures and their public men, were fading away, that 
they turned their backs on this cherished idea, and the 
Parliaments of the maritime provinces had directed cer- 
tain of their leading men to assemble at Charlottetown ia 
Prince Edward Island, and consider how best a union 
could be effected among themselves, since one with Canada 
seemed unattainable. When assembled for that purpose,th6 
Ministry from Canada came down and proposed, that, 
instead of remaining longer divided, we should come to- 
gether, and see if we could not lay the foundations of a 
great empire which should perpetuate on this continent 
the priaciples of British constitutional liberty. (Cheen.) 
JETe. need not say that a piovQ«itiion so entuelj in aocordr 
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anoe witli the cherished purpose of their lives was received 
with unqualified satisfaction* He need not saj that the 
statesmen of Canada, fully sustaining their character for 
talent, had, on that occasion, placed before the assembled 
Delegates of the maritime provinces such clear, simple^ 
yet masterly arguments why the larger union should 
ttJca place, that no hesitation was felt in foregoing the 
immediate object of their meeting, and in placing the cir- 
cumstances which had arisen before their respective 
governments. Those governments then delegated tnem to 
meet the Canadian Ministry at Quebec. (Cheers.) It 
was not his duty, on the present occasion, because he 
thought it would more pronerly come from one of their 
own Ministry, to ^ve the aetails of the conclusion at 
which they had arrived ;— the conclusion itself was known 
to all. He, therefore, would make no observations on that 
topic, but i£ th^ would permit him, he woidd call their 
attention, for a &w moments, to the resources and position 
of the maritime provinces. They came not seeUng to 
enter into this Confederation as suppliants. They came 
not to draw upon the resources of Canada. No I Though 
they respected the superior position of Canada, though they 
admitted the rapidity of her progress in all the material 
elements of greatness; they yet thought they could give 
something which would aid her, would enable her to take 
a higher position amid the nations of the earth* (Cheers.) 
Ten years ago he had visited Montreal on a public mission 
of importance to his own Province, and he could only say 
that tne rapid advance made by this City in the intervening 
period was sufficient to paralyze the most powerful imagi* 
nation. He now saw costly structures where before there 
were none. He saw numerous buildings which indicated 
not only wealth, but refinement, rising in places which were 
then open fields, almost a morass, broad streets and noble 
edifices. It was impossible for any man not to see that 
this City was fast making strides which would soon place 
it among the first commercial cities of the continent. 
(Cheers.) In the vastness of the matters with which they 
had to deal, Canadians had paid but little attention to the 
maritime provinces. Probably some few who had visited 
them were not entirely ignorant of their advantages, iHit, 
sstiiejr did not lie immediately on the shortest t^^mra^ 
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kvaSIidble wute to Bdrope, the tendency of the OaiwdiaiiB 
'had b^n rather to look in some other direction ; another 
day/ however, would shortly come. They would be better 
:under0tood and appreciated. The maritime provinoeB 
weoce worthy of their regard. The amount of capita^ the 
jeixtent of the resoorces they would bring into the Union, 
iheir.exhaustless mines, tiieh: broad coal fields, their di^ 
ma, fisheries, their hardy add ^terprising population wcfuld 
foim. no inconsiderable elements in the foundation of a 
greatn^tion* The revenue of the four maritime provinces 
&r the year 1863 bythe official' returns amounted to 
^,340^000, but BO far as had yet been ascertained- for &e 
^eor 1864 there had been an increase of 20 per eent^ 
bringrag'the amount to nearly $3^000,000, (tfapeeimillioDa,) 
an 'increase ivfaich; judj^ng from the past finaiicial Justdry 
of. 'those provinces, m^t £eiirly be counted upon as still 
progressiviii The imports and exports of those four pro* 
viodes fDom the same returns, for tilie year 1863, amounted 
to 1^,200,000. He believed those of Canada had amonirtr 
cd.to between $80 p,nd $90,000,000. Thus it would jbe 
Been the trade of the maritime provinces approached- to 
nearly the half of that of Canada. (Cheers.) The popu- 
lation of the maritime provinces, as shewn by the bensus of 
1857 and 1861, (they were not taken in each of the Pio- 
•vinces in the same year,) was 804,000 ; but allowing for 
the natural increase since those periods, might now be 
safely, put dtown at 900,000. With reference to the shipping 
trade of the maritime provinces, he would observe the 
registered tonnage by the returns of 1863 amounlied to 
64S^530 tons, which at $40 per ton, a not unreasonable 
vfduatioDf, represented an available transferable property erf 
|87,fi®li,200--4n- one article abner— andhe would observe 
as aaievidence of the soundness of the financial position of 
those four Pi?ovinces, that- during the present year^ 1864, 
after paying all debts and liabilities, they would have a 
clear surplus of betwteeni $450,000 and $500,000, to be 
aqppliedito the future exigencies of the several Provinces 
a».tfae respective Legislatures might determine, each dis* 
posing, of course, of its own surplus. These figures 
Appeared large, but they indicated plainly lihat in the oon* 
teixiplated anstngement, the maritime provinces could take 
an^konp^h'pom&aou'. WhUe, however, Ihe revenue and 
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pontion of Oanada ooold not but be appreciitted,- he musC: 
mflke one obeervation : great as was their trade, powerful 
as were then* commercial connections, and extensive atr vq8 
tiieir domain, they stood for six montlis in thor year if ithh 
oat the power of access to one mile of sea coasti, f)r -one, 
wave of salt water, accept through the territory of tlieiDr 
neighbors. When, during those six months, Englislxmea 
or Canadians desire to send the proceeds of their industry. 
from Europe to Canada, or from Canada to Europe, theyi 
must pass, he would not say through a hostile territoiy, • 
for ho hoped it was a friendly one — (applaiifle)-TTl>uti at 
any rate, a passage had to be asked through territory not 
their own, through lands not. under Br itisli control. 
They held their trade at the beck and bidding of a nation 
that might be their foe — a position inconsistent, apart.from 
all other considerations, with the dignity of any countiy- 
which desired to take a proper position in the world. 
(Oheera.) The maritime provinces proposed. to. add their.. 
marine to that of Canada. This done, and British North 
America would become the fourth- Maritiihe Power in the 
world— England, France, and the United States would, 
alone have a marine superic>r to oura Canadjj^, standing- 
alone, cannot claim that position, nor can the maritime; 
provinces. Isolated, our position is sinignificant — but 
unite us, and there was no country, save England^ from 
whom we claim our birth — save the United States whose ^ 
power was derived from the same parent source — save/ 
France, from whom many cf those here present had sprung, 
coold take rank before us. (Loud cheers.) He could no^ 
bat call attention to the fact, that in Canada were com* 
bined the talents and characteristics of the most industri- 
ous and energetic, as well as of the- most ci^ltivated an<^ 
^rUuel races in the world. (Cheers.) ; If we turned 
back a few years we found, written on the pages of th^ 
history of this country, records of heroio deeds. From ■ 
the plains of Abraham the ascendibg spirits, pf Montcalm 
and Wolfe — ^united in their d^ath-fjteft us tb^ heritage oi, 
a common country and a glorious name. (Clieers.) MaiQ^.:. 
men have believed that a mere ; coimneroial union, a^ 
Zolverein, might aco^plish the . oiDgect now soyght -t^^ 
be obtained ; but in the opinion /of j^actic^I mep^.^inen of.*, 
— ^ integrity and experiencg^ Xlm oq^^ ><i^\^v^>lp^ ^ 
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For tbe last 10 or 16 years the ProTinces had been mpm- 
rately carrying on mat public works, for which the public 
credit had been pledgea, and it must be apparent to all 
that it was the duty of each Province, as it was indeed a 
point of honor, to maintain its credit intact. While this 
was the case, it might become the interest of one Province, 
najr a necessity, to impose duties on articles that misht 
be inconsistent with the interests and position of the ouer 
Provinces. Trade would be governed by no great or per- 
manent principles. The tariff would fluctuate with local 
expediency, and be varying and uncertain. Therefore, in 
the absence of any general arrangement, by which the 
individual liability of each province could be removed and 
the general credit afterwfu*ds effectually maintained, it 
was apparent that a mere commercial union, of the kind 
referred to, was impossible. It would fade away before 
the neccessities of the occasion. But apart from this 
question of a commercial union, would they permit him 
to express the opinion that they wanted sometlung more — 
th^ wanted a iTational Union, one that would enable 
them to take an honorable place among the nations of the 
earth. fCheers.) Turning to the subject of National 
Union, tne honorable and gallant Colonel said he would 
not appeal to the company simply as men, having a proper 
pride m their country and in themselves, but he would 
speak to them from a material point of view. He would 
ask them to bear in mind how little each man conlributed 
towards the defence of his country. He asked them to 
tarn their eyes to Europe, to Russia, to France, to Eng- 
kmd, to the United States, and tell him upon what spot 
they could place a finger where the people contributea so 
little towards the defence of their hearths and their homes 
as did we in British North America. (Cheers.) If, in 
ISn^land, would they not have to contribute largely of 
their incomes towards the support of the Army and Navy ? 
Ko doubt it was a glorious thing to be able to boast of 
the triumphs of the British arms, to claim a share in the 
iK^hievements of her warriors, to sp^k of their victories 
as ours ; but we had not contributed much from our trea- 
sury to the support of the one or the attainment of the 
other ; we had sent our sons and our brothers to take their 
j^moeaia the field, andthaxikG^vrnthd hour of difficulty ' 



xunogrop the bbitish protikois. lOB 

sad ^trial, tliey had shed lustre on the country of their 
birth. They had shared in the rewards and honors whieh 
a generous country could bestow; but what "had we con- 
tributed to the support of the Army and Navy ? Not! one 
farthing. England drew from the industry of her bwh 
Isles alone the means of their maintenance. We would 
be unworthy of oiir heritage and race if Ave did liot 
take cognizance of the fact, and when the mother 
country pointed out to us, that in her opinion the time 
had come for us to do something for ourselves, we did not 
show that we were prepared to do so. (Cheers ) Withr 
out violating any rule of secrecy, he might state that the 
maritime provinces had gone hand in hand with the 
representatives of Canada, and were prepared to place all 
their resources, all their wealth, all their power " in one 
general ftind for the maintenance of the liberty and honor 
ofalL (Prolonged cheers.) He had had the opportunity 
that morning, and a source of great gratification it was to 
him, to visit the Volunteer Armories in this City. He was 
much pleased to see the nucleus of an organization thus 
established around which the country could rally in time 
of difficulty or danger. (Cheers.) He had already tres- 
passed on their time, (no, no,' go on,) but he had only a 
few words more to say. He had to ask them all sincerely, 
that if tibiey approved of this great scheme, this union of 
their common interests, that their first step would be to 
sanction by the expression of their strong and earnest 
opinion the construction of that work which was alone 
required to bring us together, which would give them, 
even in the depth of their long winters, free access to the 
sea, which woiild make the people of the maritime provinces 
and of Canada no longer strangers to each other, but 
brothers in identity of interests as well as of race. ' This 
question of the Union of the Provinces was one of deep 
importance- And, (continued the honorable gentleman), 
I now call upon you, Canadians, by your own name, here 
in the presence of your own hills, which rose to their 
majestic height ere yet your race began, — ^here in the pre- 
sence of your own St. Lawrence, hallowed by the memory of 
Cartier, and spanned by the stupendous work which shews 
that in 'the onward march of progress and improvenaent, 
youiafeaiiot behind-^by the memory oi thepast^ by tha 



IM JSnOBK W TBM BUflSB PBOfxmn 



spirit of ihe preflent, hy the hopes of tbe Aitare,— I oaU 
upon yoa to rally round a proposition which will tend to 
perpetuate the glory of your name, and promote the pcoBr 
penty and happiness of your people. (Great cheering^ 
daring which the speaker resumed his seat.) 

The Hon. John Ambrose Shea, of Newfoundland, on 
rising to return thanks on behalf of the Colony which he 
represented, was erected with hearty cheers. He said— 
since the arrival of the delegates in this country they had 
been the recipients of the most princely hospitality, and 
such was truly the character of that which they were now 
permitted to enjoy. Though remembrance of such scenes 
as the present would not soon be effaced from their 
memories, these demonstrations had a much higher signi- 
fiosince than mere good fellowship; they demonstrated 
how much general interest was taken in the question of 
Confederation. Canada had many great advantages that 
he was perfectly willing to admit, but it would be his duty 
to mention a few facts which would shew that it would be 
no disadvantage for her to unite with Newfoundland. 
(Hear, hear.) In considering an union of the Provinces, 
it became necessary to take into account the position of tha 
proposed Confederation with regard to safety and defence. 
(Hear, hear.) In this view, the position of the IsUmd of 
Newfoundland became one of marked significance. Look 
at it stretched right across the Gulf of St. Lavnrence, com- 
manding both passages by which the vast trade of tiie 
Gulf region and of the St. Lawrence river finds its way to 
the ocean. Were this Colony in the hands of a hostile 
power in war time, the trade of Canada would be hermeti- 
cally sealed, as if perpetual winter prevailed here. (Hear.) 
Considering this, the statesmen lately assembled at Quebec 
at once considered that the Confederation would be inse* 
cure unless Newfoundland were made a portion of it 
(Applause.) Nor was it a colony the least entitled to con- 
sideration on account of its commercial and financial 
standing, and the benefits thence to be derived. And, 
perhaps, he would be pardoned going into somewhat 
minute details — ^more, indeed, than many of his hearers 
might desire. Well, then, Newfoundland had a coast of 
twelve hundred nules, with some of the finest harbora in 
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the world, in which ships of the Navy might reposer in 
Becnrily. (Hear.) The agricultural capabiUties (a New- 
foundland were not, he admitted, of the highest order ; its 
soil and climate were not well calculated for the highert 
conditions of agriculture, but still it deriyed considerabto 
advantage from them. Some agricultural operations had 
been conducted with marked success. It possessed lai^ 
tracts of country highly valuable for grazing purposes, and 
but for the presence of a race of dogs, for which its people 
exhibited marked partiality, farming would be very pron1>* 
aUe to those engaged in it. (Laughter.) The main stay 
of Newfoundland, the main element of its wealth was, 
however, its fisheries; in which was employed 30,000 men, 
aUe, hardy, industrious, fit sailors for anything in which 
daring and energy were required. In the article of fish it 
had Gommercial relations with almost every maritime 
nation in Europe, with Brazil and the United States. 
With the Colonies of British North America, however, its 
relations were very limited. The imports of Newfound- 
land were from five to six million dollars annually ; the 
exports were six or seven millions per annum. The ex* 

Eorts almost invariably exceeded the imports. Three 
undred and fifty vessels were employed in seal fishing, 
manned by about fourteen thousand men, the very best and 
most active portion of the community. The Bevenue of 
Newfoundland was higher than that of any of the British 
North American Provinces, man for man of the population, 
because it imported almost ever}rthing it required With 
a population of 130,000 it had a revenue of $500,000 to 
|6SO,000. The debt, he was happy to say, was not very 
large compared with the other colonies, being about 
i9^,000. Ecpresented by public buildings of various 
descriptions, the province had ample tangible value for all 
the money it had expended, while such was the credit in 
which its securities were held, that the government had no 
difficulty, even at the present moment, when the rate of in- 
terest in England was unusually high, in raising money at 
4^ percent. (Loud applause). They had a Savings Bank in 
St John's, guaranteed by the government, in which were do* 
posited the earnings of its industriours people to the extent 
of nearly $900,000. (Hear.) The country had not been 
safflfiiently explored to enable him toiAf.ag;DQAitdaBl vk 
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txi the mineml deposits which lay within its bosom, bat it 
was known that there were some very important lead 
mines; copper mines, too, had been found in varions local- 
ities, iand it was believed that a very valuable gold mine 
m^onld be found on the jf^ulf where investigations were* now 
beibg made under Uie direction of Sir W. Logan, to whom 
he took the opportunity of returning thanks for the great 
assistance he had afforded the people of the Island, fllear.) 
There were about 1,200 vessels entering and clearing 
annually, going to all countries. With regard to tihie 
financial position of the Island, he might say that, perhaps, 
it was sounder than that of any of the colonies or States 
of America, in spite of the unusual vicissitudes of trade. 
In proof of this he would observe that in 1846 a serious 
calamity befd the town of St. John's; it was visited by a 
serious conflagration, which swept the whole business part 
ci the place, leaving no store nor wharf, so that some 
thought the city never could recover from its effects. The 
amount of loss was between five and six millions, not one 
fourth of which was covered by insurance. The city did, 
however, recover, and no man failed to meet his business 
engagements in consequence of the calamity. (Cheers.) 
The JBankof British !North America was then the only 
Bank d6ing business in the community, and at the time 
6f the fire the amount of paper it held was larger than it 
had been for several years; yet he could assert that not a 
single man failed to discharge his obligations to the Bank; 
nay more, when the Bank which had been doing business 
twenty years at last wound up its affairs, the whole of the 
paper held was handed over to another Bank and taken at 
its face value, without any reduction. (Hear.) Thess 
statements might appear extravagant, but he made them 
in presence of genttemen acquainted with the feu^ts, and 
his position relieved him from suspicion of indulgmg 
in misstatements. (Applause.) Under these circumstwces 
Niewloundland might claim to come into the Confederation 
on honorable and independent grounds. It would contri- 
biite:ifs share fo the general stock of advantages to be en- 
joyed. (Hear.):' He had said that the imports amounted 
to betwBto fiv6 land six millions. Now, of this they re- 
cdvfed frtai. one million five hundred thousand to one 
iULZZiaii seven hundred and fifty thousand^n value fbom 
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the TJnited States, chiefly in flour, butter, and oth^ir, 
articles of that description. A very small proportion of 
imports came from Canada. Why ? Was it because the 
United States offered superior commercial advantages? 
This was not the case ; they could generally purchase on 
better terms in Canada than in the United States. (Hear.) 
It would, no doubt, be said that political arrangements 
could have no effect, could exercise no control, over matters 
of this kind. That doctrine, however, had its limits, which, 
were in some cases very remarkable; but let them look at 
the inter-colonial railroad as an illustration. That road 
would be productive of the most important commercial 
advantages to the people of these Provinces, and yet every 
one knew that might have remained for years without any 
progress towards completion had it not now become a 

gjlitical necessity. How did Newfoundland stand towards 
anada at the present moment ? Its people had to go to the 
United States to do business, for they had to pass by way 
of Halifax and Boston to reach Montreal. It took nearly a 
month to carry letters between Canada and Newfoundland 
and back,, and the rate of postage was double what it was 
between the Colonies and Great Britain. If arrangements 
had been made designed for the purpose of preventing 
commercial intercourse they could not have been made 
more effective than these. (Hear, hear.) A commercial 
onion would do away with such anomalous and almost 
barbarous features, which all the colonies evidently felt it 
necessary to uphold in the present position of affairs, not- 
withstanding the fact that they were regarded in England 
as remarkable illustrations of strange political heresies. 
These must be got rid of. They must establish steam com- 
munication between Newfoundland and Canada. That 
Island had what Canada required, and wanted what. 
Canada furnished. Newfoundland was obliged to pay a 
million dollars hard money for what it obtained from the 
United States, without having any reciprocal advantages 
to obtain from them ; it was owing to fiscal impediments, 
between the colonies that its trade went thither. With 
free trade it would be a purchaser in Canada for hor' 
woollens, her leather goods, her cutlery and products of 
these manufactures which were every day growing up 
within her borders, and must, no doubts confiidetQ.\\l:s \s^r^ 



crease. Give NeTifoandland the means of entering into 
trade relations, and trade would soon spring up. (Ap- 
plause.) Under the proposed Confederation the town of 
St. Jolm's would become the most easternmost part of the 
great Union, and by making it a point of call for the 
magnificent steamers of which Canada was so justly proud, 
it would be placed within six days of the mother country. 
A close connection with that country was what he believed 
all the colonies desired, and speaking for his own Province 
of Newfoundland, he would say he hoped the day was fer 
distant when she would have forced upon her any other 
allegiance than that she now rejoiced to acknowledge, 
however remote the contingency of change in this respect 
might be. (Cheers.) When such issues were involved it 
would be unwise and short sighted, if due weight were not 
given to it by the men charged with the grave task of lay- 
ing the foundation of a new empire. (Applause.) He 
would say but one word more, for he felt he had already 
trespassed too long upon his hearers' patience. (No, no.) 
It was that the question of Confederation had never been, in 
the colony he represented, much discussed in its press ; he 
he and his fellow laborer were here simply as expressing 
their own opinions on the subject ; but he did not hesitate 
to say that he would think it a grave error if the people 
failed to enter into what had been the unanimous reeling 
of the Conference, and hesitated to become members of the 
Confederation, charged with so high a mission of grandeur, 
whose future it was impossible for the wildest imagination 
to over-estimate. (Cheers.) 

The Honorable Colonel Gray, Premier of the Prince 
Edward Island Government, then rose and said : — ^We had 
heard from our friends from the other three Provinces a 
great deal of the commercial, political and military element. 
Now, as his friends had rather transgressed upon the usual 
time that had been devoted heretofore to these subjects, he 
proposed to have something said of the social, and asked 
permission for his friend and co-delegate, (Hon. Mr. 
Whelan,) to respond, on behalf of Prince Edward Island, 
as there were none better able or more worthy, as a son 
of Erin, to give effect to their feelings, in answer to the 
cordial and aroropriate xxK)tto with which they had heto 
welcomed: " Oiied mUh /aeltlia." ^0\««t^^ 
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Th6 Honorable Edwabd Whslak, M. P. P., then rote 
amid loud and protracted cheers, and spoke as foUoirs : He 
was grateful to the gallant Colonel for the call with which 
he h^ been honored, and also for the handsome but wholly 
undeserved terms in which his name had been announcecu 
While Auy man, no matter how great his ability, might be 
justly proud of the position in which he was placed, he 
oould not subdue a feeling of embarrassment at the con- 
sciousness that he stood in the presence of some of the fixst 
men of British America, and before others who had ren* 
derered eminent service to the crown in the four quarters 
of the globe. He felt assured, however, that his embar- 
rassment would receive the generous consideration of the 
many kind friends around him, who would readily forset and 
forgive in a stranger the errors he might commit, wheth^^ 
like angels' visits, they should be " few and £ar between," or 
" thick as leaves in Yallambrosa." He would, however, 
bear in mind that the best quality of an after-dinner speech 
was brevity. Speeches, on such an occasion as the present, 
should be, if possible, like the champagne before theni, 
bright and sparkling, and as soon disposed of. (Cheers.) 
Now, his first duty was to thank that distinguished 
audience, in the name of the people of Prince Edward 
Island, for the honor conferred upon their representatives 
in connection with the other delegates, not only for the 
splendid entertainment before them, but for the cordial 
and overpowering welcome they had received on their visit 
to this fair city, the great commercial emporium of Canada, 
the grandeur of whose busy marts and palatial residences 
bear testimony to the enterprise, public spirit and refined 
tastes of her sons. (Applause.) He Was well aware that 
the compliment was not so much to the gentlemen com- 
posing the delegation as to the colony which they had the 
honor to represent. He accepted it in that spirit, and 
thanked their generous entertainers for it Politicians 
are generally cunning fellows, and those in the several 
Maritime Governments showed this quality to great ad- 
vantage when they appointed members of the Opposition, 
to which, in Prince Edward Island, he had the honor to 
belong, but from the cares of which he hoped to be soon 
relieved — (laughter) — ^to aid them in perfecting the great 
scheme of Confederation, because if i^ people dT ihi 



several Provinces should be so unwise as to complain that 
their liberties and cherished institutions have been : ta^en 
from them, the Opposition nvould have to bear the censure 
as well as those in the Administration. Members of the 
Government might say, in reply to any complaint, that the 
gentlemen opposite have been quite as bad as themselves. 
The sequel, he hoped, however, would prove that Confed- 
eration would be the means of enlarging our liberties in- 
stead of restricting them, and that our noble institutions 
would be strengthened and consolidated, instead of impe- 
rilled, by the proposed alliance. The present was his first 
visit to Canada. He was so deeply impressed with the 
greatness of the country in every respect, which so far ex- 
ceeded his expectations, that he ardently hoped it would 
not be his last. It was great, he said, in its industrial, 
commercial and natural resources, in the countless trea- 
iures of'itsyast forests, its inexhaustible mines, its gigantic 
jiublic works, whose value is estimated by many mulions 
of dollars; in the vast lakes which were small inland 
seas, and the mighty river which flows past us, being 
the natural highway to and from the Lower Provinces, 
inviting an interchange of our commercial relations, and an 
expansion of the resources of them all. It was great, too, 
for the history it has bequeathed to all time, and which 
may now be referred to without disturbing the sensitive* 
ness of the gaUant people, who, only a little more than one 
hundred years ago, acknowledged the sovereignty of Great 
Britain. He had read that history, and while in Quebec 
he did not fail to visit some of the places which were made 
famous by the marvellous enterprise and heroism of Wolfe. 
Montmorenci, at which the first dash was made for the 
conquest of Quebec, was a place of stirring interest which 
no visitor could pass by. The Falls were not, perhaps, 
very wonderfiil in themselves, (in being directed to the upper 
portion of which he was indebted to a most agreeable and 
mtelligent French Canadian girl,) but the historic associa- 
tions which they recall give them an enduring claim to at- 
tention. He visited the Cove and walked up the narrow 
pass which led Wolf and a few followers to the Plains of 
Abraham, where a soldier's death closed his conquest of 
Canada. He was delighted to visit in the Governor's Qar- 
Sm tixiB i&oiiixment to the memory of Wolfe and Montodm. 
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It was a generou8«Qd noble imptdseitt the Earl bfDalhbuM 

thus to commemorate the names of 'both heroes/ both' foe^ 

men worthy of ihe great struggle in which ^Uiey i^eriif 

engaged, both illustrious in their lives, and honored otillf 

lamented in their death; one the idol of the Snglidb 

nation, the other the embodiment of all tiiat is *virtiiou(i 

and chivalrous in the French character. (Che«6.) Thb* 

names of the two great: iGenerals, thus united and tkttJil 

commemorated, beautifully symboli2ed the close ubioil 

now subsisting between the French and* British races in 

Oahada. (Cheers.) But of all the attributes of the 

greatness of Canada, there was one other which he ecmlcl 

no# overlook. It was to be seen in the personal charaetet^ 

of the people of Canada, in the large and generous li^AM 

which seemed to throb alike from one end of the iVovulM 

to the other. Unafifected by distinctions of race, ^hatieb* 

ality or creed, it appeared to feel, and give visibU nianU 

festatums of tiie feeling, that it was ct^acioud' enough' t(i 

enfold. within its tendrils every section of British ^Americfi; 

The only fear was that the caressing, as in the case of 1^ 

Delegates, might be too warmly given, and that they 

mi^ht suffer a most agreeable death from the op^iatiotQ 

This was not intended to apply to the fair ladies of Oattai^iiJ/ 

(laughter,) for the Delegates being all married mett, wei^ 

of course, like CsBsar's wife, above suspicion as regaxdit^U 

breach of the marital engagement, for if not so cirioum*- 

stanced they would be as dead as Jtilitts Gaesar long a^ 

(Laughter.) He would now, with the permissicfn of thd 

chair, offer one or two observations touching the important 

business which had brought the several ' Delegates i» 

Oiemada, and in doing so he would so express -himself iNj 

not to violate the confidence which the Gonvetftiv^n seeififi 

ed to consider so essential to the success of their delibi^lil^ 

tions. Politicians sometimes take extraordinary libef^ 

with the patience of the public, and perhaps th^ dtd thil 

when they resolvVd upon holding a secret Confel?eriee ;'bitt 

it may be, that they had so many dark sins to confess te 

each other that they imagined it would not be safe( to'lei 

the public listen to the confession. He would, howwe^I 

bear testimony to the fact that the confession was a lUdst 

satisfactory one. Each felt that he was entittedto p^Mi^C^ 

abfldution for many sins d<me by \ai frovlaoe'^ eAd tfera 
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bthold (aaid he, toaehing' the champagne glass,) how 
etaoM&j we are all doing penanoe. fLaaghter.) The 
Oonfederation of the Provinces may not follow imniediate- 
ly in the steps of the Conference, bat that it will come, or 
that our condition will become very much worse than it is 
at present, seems morally certain. Nothing can be worse 
than to become the prey of a military despotism, not far 
distant, wherein every vestige of liberty is daily offered as a 
sacrifice to the Moloch of Ambition, and wherein the ties that 
were supposed to bind two peopleof common originand com- 
mon language, are now brittle as glass, and an opportunity 
is desired to cry *' havoc and let slip the does of wai^ upon 
unoffending colonists. K we want to avoid such a mimbr* 
tune the people of British America must become more 
united than tney are at present. The Convention, whose 
labors have just closed, took the first step in that direotiom 
In the Colonies we have been strangers to each other too 
loDgi as much so as if we lived under separate sovereign- 
tie0. We have been jealous and apprehensive of each 
other; mutually restricting our trade and placing obstacles 
in the way of our prosperity — ^not knowing and not res- 
pecting each other as we should. In our separate and 
oisjointed condition, we have not been and never can be, 
treated with due respect by our powerful foreign neiffh- 
bor& Even England is concern^ for our feeble and de- 
fenceless state, and gently chides us for our apparent 
supineness and indifference. The Confederation, if per- 
fected, will remove that stain, and give all the colonies a 
national and indivisible character. It will be seen that 
we are willing to struggle and make sacrifices for our own 
protection ; and then should an evil day and evil counsels 
bring a conflict upon us, we may rest assured that the red 
rightarm of Britain will be bared to aid us in repelling 
aggression. (Loud cheers.) He had only seen, a day or 
two ago, an able article in the London Telegraph — a paper 
of great influence and ability — ^in which this view was 
dearly set forth — that England would be always willing 
to help us if we first helped ourselves. Alluding to the 

i>roposed Confederation, the writer said: — "Firmly be- 
ievm^ that the project will be immensely beneficial to the 
Colomes, we are convinced that it will be equally accept- 
M$ to the fiomei Government As the matter abmdy 
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ads, England is ci)mmitte4 to the protection of every 
?of ber soilj be if 'bu tlie Indas, the Murray, the St. 
rtieiace, or 1% Thames. Doubtless the redporwibility 
ie'-^^t/ doubtless the work is arduous ;' but the duty 
exists. ,The best way, indeed, to lighten it, is to call upon 
ctot^Qolotiic^ themselves to take measures for their own 
d^fftaoej assuripg them that wbeneTer the odds are too 
heavily agamst them, whenever the danger becomes serious, 
we pledge the British Empire to their aid." (Loud cheers.) 
Mr, Whelan coatiuued-*Commercial and pecuniary mo- 
tives, if BO other of a sterner nature prevailed, should cer- 
tf^ilj teach ns to unite. There should be no hostile or 
rdift'ictive t^Sfe between the several Provinces— no dissi- 
milar postal: V^gulations— no dissimilarity iii our currency 
arid exchaaget Our commerce, which now flows into 
other channels, where we get little thanks for it, would 
diffiise ,itH enriching streams amongst ourselves, and 
fltftMitgboMti possibly prevent us from becoming a great 
and powerful Confederacy. The union proposed by the 
Qonferenoe, in. ,whick, there were mutual concessions of 
n^IF^^SIJCTiftbS! tKim desire for con- 

Cftlialioiii^wIU bM; '^^ its deliberations are more fully 
towili' ftlmn .tiByi;n)ian« Large sectional rights and 
interests are proposed to be preserved. The connexion 
with the British Crown will not only be not impaired, but 
will be strengthepjeft'^.I^and-for the preservation of those 
free institutionAuwhich we all value so much, and which 
we hope to transmit to future generations, he thought 
tto^jIBWRbuiriQue. :?jeigedy< ftnd that remedy was union. 
(Cheers.^ But let no man imagine that this much desired 
obJQcJ can bg^e^feclfiQd at Quebec or Montreal. The great 
VWit fs btit;ciom!menccd. ' The halls of the several local 
Lfe^slatuTO, fhfe c*«[9titufencies of each Province in public 
tt^tiftgs^tiiifife^l^^^a^ at the hustings, are the places in 
^iftidl ihd%re«^^ii68!idfa' wifilt be settle^^ It willbe the 
9S6f o!pifetfipfaWfc'tlta in each and every Province whose 
rWferiyiaitiiti^^Tire hb^'iri Oaufi^^ the public 

ffi»d['%p «)! the Jj^*^^ of thdr views. The task may be 
a'teaS6^,l!iffleult ahd ^r<ytracfed b^e ; but no great me^* 
wi^e'^^irW 'if^iSf -yyt'wiBpmpHtfW worth much, unless 
Btffrbub^d^wai('^!^bulto; ' ]M^ reverently to the 
WAtei-'ldte!^^ he would oheerfulii 
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go amongst his people, and ezplaimng- it as well ;mM 
could, he would cisk them to 3npport « m^umre w^i^ ijte' 
believed will enhance their proBperiiy. Few md compa- 
ratively poor as the populatioa of; the,vI^Und of Princ^^^ 
Edward may be now,, its fertUe fields ,aijd valleys are 
capable of sup{>orting a populal^oa at lea^t three timea 
greater than it is at presenrt ^t was^ once ^i^gnated the 
garden of the Si Lawrencej ^d itf^a^a ^lii4^1e fiBhing 
station for Canada during the oQcupation of ma French 
under Montcalm. It still pos^sea all the qu^ties of a 
garden, and its rivers and bays still abound isritli fiah- He 
desired that those great resources should becojqae as wq^, 
known now andiin the future as they were ixt by-go^^ dpyf {, 
and regarding the advantage whjLch modertf loiprovptQepts 
and institutions afforded as jiuxiliaries to the natural, 
resources of his Colony, he w^ satisfied that she could not 
fail to become very prosperous ajid happy ni^r th& pm;^; 
posed Confederation. (Loud cheers.) 

The Chairman then proposed. "C)j»Sist^r;C^ 
which, having been duly honored, tiie Band laid aside thialtr. 
instruments, and sung a thrilling melody, eaoh veiM'<^ 

which ended with the chorus: : ' 

■ ■ ■ ■ » ' ■ • / 

** Then let us be firm ieiiid united — ' * 

One country, one flag foni9 nil; . " ' 

United, our strength will b(» freedom— ■ 
Dbrided, we each of us fall." . 

The song having been enooredj was sung again, and 
cheered rapturously — 

The Hon. T. Hbath H^viLANp/My P, ?J,.<)f Prop 
Edward Island, volunteered a response to tixe toast as 
follows: As a member of the sipallest province of the 
whole, he would not detain the audience long. At the sanis 
time he desired to draw attention. to, po^l^.peq]L^ar^ ^sicts 
connected with the present mpveni^nt. . They niight W 
collect that this was not the,^t lJine..tbftt states had Jioat 
together to organize a constitutioni fori.ig .times goujB by 
the states of Holland had met* to resist 1^ tyranny of the 
Spanish Government; a^dthe c^ld^Dhiit^ Statespf Axn^ 
rica had also assembled wddrthf^.c^i^C^ uiOuth.aD^jtJ;^ 
roar of artillery ; but the pedulianty of 1^ mfijting was 
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{hat it' was held in a time of peace, with the approbiEition, 
and ; he belieyed, with the sanction of Her Maoestir, that 
mi colonies might throw aside their swaddling clothes, to 
put aa themselves the garb of manhood, and hand down 
to posterity the glorious privileges for which their ancestors 
contended from a^ to age in the old country, and which 
had been brought mto these new countries under the pro* 
tecting shadow of the flag that had braved a thousand 
years the battle and the breeze. (Hear.^ Although 
rrince Edward Island had only 80,000 inhabitants, prm- 
cipaQy engaged in agriculture, yet small aa it was it did 
not come as a beggar to the Conference doors. Its revenue 
was certainly not very great, but there was yet a surplus 
of about £4,000 sterling to the credit of the Province over 
and above the £36,000 it had jspent for the Grovemment 
last year. Thus, it did not come as a pauper, but was 
honestly prepared to do something — all m its power — ^to 
organize here in America a constitutional monarchy which 
should be able to spread those institutions in which there 
was tiie soul of liberty. (Hear, hear.) The despotism now 

Srevailing over our border was greater than even that of 
ussia. The liberty of the press was gone. Liberty in 
the States was altogether a delusion, a mockery and a 
snare. Ko man there could express an opinion imless it 
agreed with the opinion of tne majority for tiie time 
being ; as for the rights of the minority, the^ were not 
recognized;, they dia not exist, and the majority rode 
fou^Hshod over all. (Hear, hear.) Well, rrince Ed- 
ward Island, though it was small, was prepared to take a 
burthen upon it, and share with the other maritime Pro- 
vinces in contributing towards military defence. (Hear, 
hear.) He believed the day would come when the battle 
of civil and religious libertjr would have to be fought in 
America, and he felt that it would be fought between 
Ci^daandthe United States. Whto that time came 
Prmce Edward Island would be prepared to contribute its 
jiibta of men and money in order to aid Canada in defend- 
mg jiihose free institutions which are so dear to us as British 
Americans. (Heax, hear.) There was a point of impor* 
tance^ connected with this subject There was an uqi\ 
Hand wipited' to unite *^ ^'^" ' ~ -the "baniat ^Jaavstet- 
colonial nulroad-^d tiiab ^ iet^lQci^ vD^ffnsst wxscr 
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nected with the seaboard, the colonies would be able tf> 
go on hadd in hand together in conunercial and toiUiii^ 
nhderiakin^. (Hear, near.) Some yean^ ago he had xh6 
honor of being in Montreal daring the visit of His Bojal 
Highness the Prince of Wales, who wonld, some day— 
might that day be distant — ^mle over this conntry. Then 
he was here a stranger, and the maritime provinces were 
hardly known. It was with the utmost dimcnlty he oonid 
find so much as a newspaper from the Lower Ph>vince8 hi 
the reading rooms. Now, however, he felt like belonging 
f6 a nation, for he thought ere long we should be a nation 
ti^th interests no longer distinct, but one people utiderthe 
s&me old time-honored flag which now floated ovier tio£ 
(i^pplause.) 

The Chairman gave, as the next toast — *' HerMajes(ij^$ 
panadian Ministers," which was received with groat ^n-* 
thusiasm, the Band playing ^'A la Claire Fontaine." 

The Hon. George E. CARTiiiiB, M.P.P., Attomev Gen- 
eral East, having been called Ujpon, rose amidsc great 
cheering. Being asked to speak m French, he said, in 
that language: I hope my French Canadian fi^llbw 
citizens will remember that at this moment we ate honor- 
ing the visit of the Delegates from the towei; Provinces, 
by ail of whom the French language tnay not 'be undleirr 
stood; He then proceeded in English; anS, after soiniB 
complimentary allusions to the sumptuous banquet befofe 
them, he apologised for the absence of his chief find col^ 
league. Sir E. P. Tache, and also for the absence of hi^ 
Other colleague, the Hon. John A. McDonald, Attomiey 
GFeneral West, who were unable to be present. He thbi 
iiddressed himself to the subject of Confederation as fol- 
lows : — ^Mr. Mayor, the question which, we may say, briuj^ 
us together this evening is of great moment. Every one 
knows that throughout the British North American Pro-' 
vinces at this time people are discussing the queiition 
whether it is possible for the British Amencan Proviiiceis 
to form a strong government under a system of adminis- 
tration, which will allow all the general interests of the 
Provinces conceruiett to be dealt with by a general govern- 
jtietoti Aod tdll leave all purely lopal znattets to A. looal 
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gpv^xoBat Tlus is the que^on which, is 'a^iitatin^ all 
iml^o men, and every one taMng any interest in the fif- 
ties and the welfeire of British North America. I cannot 
lose sight of the fact that not quite ninety years agp there 
was a creat Confederation doing all in its power, on the qt'tief 
side of the line, to carry out democratic institutions, and 
that (fene^al Washiqgton, supported by a French Greneral, 
was trying to induce the people of Lower Canada, (whicH 
was then the most populous of the Provinces on this side 
of the line,) to join the American Union in 1784 and 178J(. 
What was the answer of the Canadians ? Our ancestors 
understood 'what democratic institutions were. (Cheers.! 
They did not respond to the address of General WasWng- 
ton, though at that time the rights to which they were 
entitled had not been grianted to them. Yfjn, they pre* 
ferred fp stick to the monarchial form of government 
(Cheers.) At this time we are trying to help the mon- 
archial elements to take deeper root in these British North' 
Am^can Provinces. I know, Mr. Mayor, that it may' be 
expected from me, perhaps on ietccount of what has fklliein 
froip some of the speakers, to disclose the proposals of the 
Conference at this entertainment ; but, Mr, Mayor, that 
cannot be the case. The proceedings of those who have 
taken part in these deliberations are confidential ; thej^* 
mustf&st be made known to our Governments, and they 
have to be made known to the Imperial Government. 
Every one must understand the delicacy of the trust repos- 
ed in us. But though I may be prevented by the confi- 
denee with which these grave matters are to be discussed 
amcmg the gentleman who are deputed by their respective 
Qovemments to deliberate on them, from stating the results 
arrived at, at all events I don't think I am committing 
any indiscretion if I proceed to submit them in a sort ot 
hypothetical way. (Cheers, and laughter.) You have 
already heard several eloquent speeches on the subject: 
^ for myself, I have no pretensions to eloquence ; I anl a 
mere dry politician. I go to work when there is anything 
to W done, and 1 say very plainly to my friends what! 
dunk». perhaps sometimes too plainly, but at all events I 
am mncere. (Cheers.) I do not say this to draw your 
ti^n.to me; for you xoblj perhaps be digappointed, but 
m^do give me'yottf attention, I may hvi^ W!ra!fe>JOT 
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tell you. rtJheers.^ ITow, without revealing aiijrtiung, you 
all know tiiat at tnis moment I happen to oe m the Opt- 
emment of Canada allied to a gentleman who for fifteen 
years has been my great opponent in Upper Canada— I 
refer to the Hon. Q^rge Brown. (Cheers.) Now, when 
a great matter of public policy came before us, &ough 
that gentleman and myself had been pitted gainst each 
other, he for Upper Canada and I for Lower Canada, yet 
we resolved to try whether we could not concur in a great 
scheme of Confederation, either of the Canadas, or of all 
the Provinces. I must say this, gentlemen, that in none 
of my most important political decisions did I ever take 
the advice of any one. (Cheers.) As a politician under 
the British system, I know that we are carried on to power 
in order to give advice to the' Governor of the day ; but 
when a gentleman takes office, he ought to und.er8tahd 
that a man should not be merely the reflex of public opin- 
ion, but should try to lead public opinion. (Cheers.) I 
don't mean to say tliat the public voice should not be 
listened to. But at the same time there are prejudices in 
the minds of the public, which, however, like unfavorable 
winds, may be turned to good account. A good jpilot will 
use the wind to make the ship go in the direction he 
wishes, and in the end every one is satisfied, both the pikt 
and the crew and the passengers. Well, with regard to 
this question of Confederation, and with regard to my 
political alliance with Mr. Brown, I must say thsjt he 
has kept faithfully to his work. I dotft know what you 
have to say of me, but for my part I hayq such an amount 
of self-esteem that it matters not what amount of good or 
of bad you say. (Layghter.) Then, Mr. iSIayor, it is 
obvious that there are general questions which might be 
subjects to be taken up by th^ General Government of the 
British North American Provinces. As to Lower Canada^ 
I am not one of those who will not recognize that the 
union of Upper and Lower Canada has not done a great 
deal of good. I am confident, -and I have stated it on 
many occasions, that the union of Uwer and Lower 
Canada has achieved wonders for the two Provinces. The 
prosi)erity to which we have risen imder the union of the 
Provinces, encourages a still larger union. (Cheera.) I 
am not one of those who would like to see Upper and 
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Lower Canada separated, an4 become two distinct Pro- 
vinces, and "imrin^ against each, otiier. What would be 
flie consejjuenreofthis state of things ? Montreal would 
JBOon'be a city in a comer, for I confess that the pros- 
perity of Lower Canada is due, to a great extent, to the 
.trade of Uppei: Canada. (Cheers.) It is well that the 
c&ase shomd be stated. As I am one of the representa- 
tives of Montreal, I tell you that I would never consent to 
any system of govemment under which Upper and Lower 
Canada would nave a different system with respect to the 
tanff'and trade of the country. (Cheers.) In fact we 
see to-day that a great part of those who were formerly 
opposed tp.'ljie union of tne two Canadas are now in favor 
OLit. Why? Because the Union has bestowed on the 
Province' a great' part of its advantages. I must repeat to 
you what I stated while in the Lower Provinces, that 
while we possessed the personal and the territorial elements 
which go to constitute a nation, we were wanting in the 
maritime element. (Cheers.) During six months of the 
year we had to knock at the dopr of our neighbor in order 
to carry cni. our trade. This cannot be tolerated. This 
Confed^tion miist be carried but. 1 know that every 
.'citizen df MontrealwiU understand that at this critical 
.time we sfeould look to Nova Scotia, to New Brunswick 
and Prin(» Edward Island for the elements wanting in 
Canada to mdkke a'great nation; I don't mean a nation 
distinct from the mother country. (Cheers.) I wish that 
an ttdpowiBr /granted by the mother country to the Colo- 
ziieer should be cbmbitied in order to make, as far as we can, 
oxie great natiob. If we can do this, I think we shall have 
dime ajgood deal. With regard to the General Govern- 
ment, iBUj^se that 'some gentlemen would like to know 
toy hypotheias. .Is it right ^at there should be a Custom 
House ereirted f^inst the trade of each Colony ? No. Is 
it rigbt that there should be a difference of currency ?' Is 
it right thiit there should be a difference between the sys- 
tem of weight? and measures ? Between the mode of 
becoming', a British i^bject ? That there should be a 
difference in thie postal service ? Is it right that there 
should he a difference in regard to the question of the de- 
fence. , of ift:e cototry? (No, and cheers.) Can, for in- 
Btuite^ <^ tidb^ Edward, or Nova Scotia.^ q>\. 
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New Bmoswick, saocefisfiilly devise a^]pa!ip^'ii^9^^ 
Militia, so as to secure themselves agamst iavfunpn?. /Ko, 
they cannot. Then eupposo portiona of Hova Scotia, or 
New Branswick, or Priace Edward iBland^ were invad^ 
by an American army, the qqeatipa wo^ld present itself, 
shall the forces of England be transported to the invaded 
Province for its defence ? Well, we know that there is a 
school in England which disregards the claims of coloniaifl 
on imperial protection. I speak of the schpol of Mr, Brigi^t 
and Mr. Cobden. Canada possesees better means; of deJfenc^ 
in men. Would this be suEBjcient to (jlefeod her sigainat 
invasion ? I bdieve it would noi But if we ^homd 1?^ 
united under one Govermnent, the battle, would have to be 
fought somewhere, and the forces of Britiah North America 
would have to be brought togi5tlier:Bomewhei% to raeet, the 
foe. In this case there CQuld be no doubt that, BLng^laud 
would see that we were really in earnest, ai^4 .strengtheii 
our hands to the extent of her ability* X.&fe that, tte^e U 
a great objection on the part of some to jth^. system, qf 
general Government, because we had jioi at puce a.Leg^id* 
Jative Union. But we had to take int^ j.Gopidej$;^xon k^ 
the objections of the different Colenieaj ^ And- if wa i^upq^e^ 
in presenting a scheme whijcUwilJ foi:jp.^^1:je^,fouiida4iqa.5^ 
a general Government, to.t^e cHargJB.^QlVsjach 
subjects as interest every one^ ih^ V^^et have ^tfone f 
great deal? (Cheer&.) Now, I am told that in Lpw^ 
panada there is a great objection to tte scheme, .becp^uae 



it is asserted that the British inhabitanta of ^lowerpa 



wDl be at the mercy of the French: m^joi-itj;.,,Peri^ 
prejudices are being impressed ufKm the minds of .£(19 
British people of Lower Canada against; the Confederatiqn, 
because it embraced a general Goyerrinient and alao local 
Governments. I think the British inhabitanta of Low^ 
Canada should not be frightened by thia^ argvnnenl^ 
(Hear, hear.) The British inhabitants of Lowef panada 
ought to bear this in mind, tha^t, i)i,.ppp^^^^^ 
French Canadians will always be in aisn^lj n^inbrUy. Im 
that section the French Canadians will hSaye ^0 ttqst to th^ 
good judgment of the British majority,' andie Xt.t^o much 
to ask the British minority in the Lower.I'rQviiKje^ to.ir^^ 
to the good judgment and to the j^stijqp.'of-'<^ 5^^^^ 
Canadiana in the local Govemmehta ? If/ then, I have 
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obiectiou to the local arrangement as regards Upper 
Saoada, wby should the British population of Lower 
Caoada object to the local arrangemetit because they hap- 
pen to be represented accordiqg to their numbers ? T say 
fchis to tixy friends of both raceajl will never consent that 
ay injastice should be done either constitutionally or 
itberwise to my fellow-citiseus of any religiouj language or 
(Cheers.) In treating of the question of race with 
^gfUrd to ibis great Confederation, looking to Englandf 
FQu will find three distinct nationalities, Each of these 
QOptributed to ,the glory of England, Who would 
to, take trom England the glory conferred on her by 
ay one of the three nationalities ? By the son of Erin or 
Scot? (Cheers,) 1 think the glorj^ of England 
light not have been equal to what it is, if the three na- 
^oualUies had not been united. Was it surprising that 
le should try to find diflRculties in the way of the forma- 
of a Union because there happened to be different 
ces and religions ? I have already spoken about the 
elements which are necessary to constitute a nation. Every 
one knows that England is great; she has achieved a great 
deal mote than any nation whose history we know. The 
-Komans could not keep their colonioBt because they were 
wanting in one of the elements which England possesses — 
the commercial element. Without detracting from the 
power of England, I think, when we come to an^dyse it we 
will find that it will not be m great, without tsJting into 
^aojunt her commercial power. As soon as a colony is 
feiflqnered by the bravery of her soldiers and seamen^ the 
kprk h taken up by her merchants, who cause the colony 
m' prosper to such an extent that it is the interest of Eng* 
bn4 to bring her army and fleet to protect it* The pros- 
tefity of the two sections of Canada illustrates this fact, 
BVith our prosperity we are enriching the American States, 
■rheieas we ought to be enriching our own States. We 
pjLg|it|ta 1)6 enriching such harbors as St. John and Hali- J 
■b^ ^^nfi then, with regard to Newfoundland, as had been ■ 
^^b l^ the Hon. Mr. Shea, Newfoundland stands at the 
WS^m b{, the St Lawienbe, and is the key to foreign 
mtda When we are politically connected with New- 
feu^dland, this will aflford an opening that we cannot yet 
ppjireciaia It may be said that bj a loi^ olT^^^^wax '^^ 
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might achieve the same result as we hope to do by political 
union. That cannot be the case. If w^ succeed ihere 
will be a local Qovemment to take cognisance of saoh 
matters as the civil law, regulating property, &c., which 
are local, and naturally fall within tne province of local 
government. But I know that in this city and elsewhere 
it is sought to turn public opinion against us by saying 
that if you have a local government you must resort to 
direct taxation for the support of the government. This 
would never be the case, for a subsidy was to be paid by 
the general Grovemment to each of the Local Govern- 
ments to cover their expenses, and there would be sozne 
small items of local revenue which would be sufficient. 
There will be, therefore, no direct taxation if the Gtovem- 
ment be wise and prudent. As I stated at the outset^ I am 
impressed with the conviction that this Oonfederatibn 
should not be carried out if it deprives us of our coxmeetion 
with England. But I am of opinion that the scheme; if 
successftil, will increase the prestige of the monarchal 
form of government. (Cheers.) 

The iSon. Dr. Tufper then rose and proposed, in a brief 
but eloquent speech — " The Mayor of Montreal and Mon- 
treal City," which was suitably responded to by His Wor- 
ship, and on his resuming his seat, there were loud calls 
for the Hon. T. D'Arcy McGee, one of the Members for 
Montreal City: . » 

. Mr. McGee rose amidst prolonged cheering. He said 
he had no intention at that late hour and after the long 
sitting, to try anything in the shape of a speech. ' When 
we, he said, were down on a visit to the Lower Provinces, 
our hospitable entertainers were always pleased to hear us 
speak, and I feel that I shall best discharge mv duty in 
showing myself a good host by being a gOoa listOTuer. 
(Cheers.) However, as one of the leading politicians attd 
member of the Government had been prevented* firOTn 
attending, and as the other member for the Oify of Mon- 
treal — Hon. Mr. Rose — ^had, he perceived, withdrawn, he 
could not allow the meeting to separate without saying a 
word of welcome. They were welcome to us as .felfow 
subjects bug estranged, now about to be united. They 
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were welcome as accomplished gentlemen, of whose powers 
Ins hearers had had specimens that evening. They were 
welcome as the kind nosba and entertainers in the Lower 
Provinces of many of those whom he saw around him: 
They were welcome for the work in which they had been 
engaged. (Cheers.) Ifyou asked, wherefore this Conference 
wiSi closeil doors at Quebec, why all this mystery, why 
this assembling together of their Excellencies' advisers air 
Qoebec, leaving (^vemors and Lieutenant Gbvemors in 
&e txieantime &prived of their counsels, — ^if he were asked 
the reason of all this, he would give the answer in one word, 
Urcumapice, Look around you and you will see the rea- 
sonfi for the gathering. ■ Look around you to the valley of 
Vfmnia, look around you to the mountains of (Georgia, 
andyou will find reasons as thick as blackberries. Were 
theV to' believe that things would go on in the foture 
as tbey had gone in the past ? It was necessary that those 
en^ged in the work should have with them, and he 
trusted they would have with them, the public opinion 
and' the. countenance of the people of Montreal, and of the 
people of Canada. If they nad assumed, thirity-three of 
wem, to go into a chamber and sketch an outline which 
was to be submitted to Her Majesty, to the Imperial Par- 
liment, and to our Parliaments, they found their justifica- 
tion in the circmnstances of British North America, and 
of Republican North jfijuerica, and in the intimation con- 
veyed to us £rom the most undoubted sources from the seat 
of the linpmal Government. They had not acted in aiv 
empirical spirit. They had gone there to build, if they had 
to Duild, in a reverent spint, upon the old foundation — 
f CheenQ — ^not a showy edifice for themselves, with a stucco 
front, and'alath and plaster continuation — (laughter) — ^but 
a solid foundation that would bear the tempest and the 
waves, that would stand for ages, and ^Sord an exemplifi- 
cation of the solidity of our institutions. (Cheers.) He 
tnnted that they would emulate the races from whom they 
^otang, the Norman, the Celtic, and all that went to make 
the -concrete of the British Empire^ the land of stable 
government, the land of old renown, where freedom in the 
broads sense was enjoyed by aU. One of the New York 
jootrnals, friendly to us, the New York Albion, warned us 
last' week not to make premature rejoidngs over our sue- 
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een, reminding ns of the tmiiiabire rqjoicings OTer m 
laying of the AflaDtic Tefegraph a few years ago* . 3^ 
would take the liberty to inform tiiat jouroal that we had 
not been experimenting and sounding out of our depik 
We did not proceed so far without miving a very safe 
intimation of what England's sentiments are. If wci want 
explanation from En^nd we have only to put oqr.hwd 
upon the book which contains the law of England, and. as 
long as we had that explanation in our libraries we oould 
dways learn what Qxey would think in England of what 
we bad been doing. (Cheers.) Before he sat dowq. Ks 
must express his great regret that tiie Delegates wipra 
obliged to leave us at an early hour on Monday mcnrnmg^ 
The n&iA day being Sunday, would be no day for dgnt- 
seeing, and the preceding day was a regular pamper, 
(Laughter.) The speaker proceeded to touch ,^pon wW 
the Delegates might tell th^ constituents upon ilieir 
return home. They might say that we desired the Con* 
federation for the sake ^ self-defence, common . advai|oe« 
ment, coming into Union well dowered. They pugl^t say 
that Canada desired this Union, tlv)\igh, at present ths 
public mindwais not fully ali^e tq t^ a^vajntages. .to 1^^ 
derived from it ; that if she goes into; it» sbe goes into it 
for no small or selfish purposes ; that the people of Canada 
are year by year becoming morp. liberal and qnligbtened lA 
their views ; that we did not speak of cutting eacln other^s 
throats for the love of Qod ; they ippuld say tmit in Canada 
religious bigotry was at a discount^ He could point tliem 
to the place where that bigot withered upon his stock, that 
where he was held in honor no mai;x is now so mean aa to 
do him reverence. That we have not amongst ua bigotry 
of classes or bigotry of race ; or the belief that no good 
could come oat of Nazaireth, or any religion but their own. 
That the day of these small things, had. passed away in 
Canada; that we respected one another's opinicmSy and 
had shown ourselves fit to be freemen by allowing eyery 
class, every sect and every, creed, to manage their own af* 
fairs — (cheers) — so long as they did not trouble the peace 
and happiness of the community. He thought they might 
say all this in reg^d to Capada. Their limited stay would 
not permit them to B0e for themselves the progress that we 
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had made in freedom^ which gave every man the fullest 
i^j^^%i^th6 exertdae df hid 6wti rights, but he was sure 
ti^T^ ^uld -say to' tMn constUati^nts that Oanada would 
oomeinto the Union with the view of secnnng the conmum 
prosperity and welfare. (Cheers.) 

Hnt^ ^-'Q^T^ ^^;)'<>i^dly oi^lied upon to nieak, rose 
and' ODserved that ne' wap. mjure he would fail in doing jus- 
tice to the kindness witlrwiiibh they called upon him, were 
heioidakB&npeedit after i^tl^ heard that evening. 
^)|QI# j^t t^ difl!9)i8»^ pf this jgubUc question wouU 
^io^fi^X^^^^^ .^ %^r^^ it in, all it?, be^armks* and that 
Jjh^ wpiila find t&tt what was good foir Ci9.nada would be 
fltoOT'fer'ihe Lower Provihces, Snd for all sections of the 
SrSHtAi dbiiiniohB: ' H^was su)re they would look at &;• 
ipiiEHiAni obot' in a selfish ppint.of view, but in one whkb 
h^it^tSKt^xtoj^ b^^tof all, ^ which would raise tUs 
jmntfjj^f^^^ yy;hicbi it would be liionored. In 

j^ >H$IW^'^ of Ctdnfederairon it was perfectly true we 
^UprnPot^^^^ in those whd' were associated with 

^mt mb li^ve Hved with us. It is necessary that the 
9M]Mi'Oaoadians of Upper Canada should have confi* 
IdbAce.m tbose with .:^tipQi.th|ey have lived, and tiiat we in 
J^fffFffc 0»fisd^' ^^^^ }^^^ con^dence in the fair dealing 



jS!tiiP|I^si?h Canadian' peopTe. ^ (Cheers.) If biir insti- 

'■'ittons iii^'^''"" ^"^ "^ " ■' ■''■-" ^ 



'tiittons iSU^Iforne^aiiy ifnlit at all, they have borne the 
"tiiSi^pe^Mh^ b^feved we were united in one 

tlWisiLoii'' moveifie^t fi^r- the benefit of both Upper and 
£nnv.;Caoada; He belieVied the Union would, he produo- 
(tjiive of gpipd t9 both Cfanada.fip^ Provinces, 

j^ wcf,'WfpijijLan open port, we could find it in St. John or 
H«)w>-'gr He was' not disclosing any secret when he said 
iO^^mat -so &r d^ithe prbtectioh bl' the interests of the 
')^M|iItlt>f Upper axid- Lower Canada was concerned, there 
"$00 aitys^cret to be.kepttt4he. arrangenlent^ were made in 
» itrpy: to d/9 hopor . to his iriend -Hr. Cartier. (Cheers.) 
4Et (ifi^aB^not^a light jthin^ for people to trust their prosperity 
fuacll' mippmess ii^ fhe.futiire to others. But he was stm 
mt ^i feW^rt(detit'efiB6rt had be^ made td' try and bring 
%H^^«''ltt^ ^^ tlUngti tlmt Would rescue us from tha 
tnmUes that threatened us. (Cheerii}:i 
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It was now 8 p. m., the speeches having commenoed 
about four o'clock, the Chairman left the Ohaki and. thf 
meeting broke up. 



DEPARTUBE POR, AND AERIVAL AT, 
OTTAWA- 
The Maritime Province Delegates, accompanied bjrfheit 
hidy friends, together with several of the Canadian Minis- 
ters, and many acquaintances from Quebec and Montreat-^ 
left the latter city on Monday morning, Slst October, 1^ 
special train en route for Ottawa. Having travelled a 
short distance by railway, they embarked on board of a 
beautiful steamer at the first convenient landing place on 
the river Ottawa, and proceeded without delay along the 
course of that renowned and picturesque stream. Its 
charming scenery, diversified by innumerable islets resting 
gently on its tranquil bosom, were objecfs of great atteM)* 
tion to the many persons on board the steamer who had 
seen them for the first time only. The frequent reomv 
rence of the small islands, as the vessel wound her devious 
way through the narrow channel, was a source of inexpres- 
sible delight to the vovagers. Although the garish beams 
of day had given place to that beautiful compromise 
between daylight and darkness which is known by the 
name of twilight, yet the soft rich landscape coidd be 
easily, seen, and was, perhaps, more impressive at that hour 
and at that season, when the emerald glories of sunuoer 
seem to be struggling for ascendancy over the varying tints 
of early autumn. Moore's Canadian Boat Song-^inspired 
OD. this river more than half a century ago— recurred ito 
many minds at the time described, and sweet voices were 
nbt wanting to blend, with the gentle airs oi heavea ti^e 
melody whose burthen : 



" Blow, breeiei, blow, the itream rum fMt, 
Th$ Rapid! are near, and ibie da^YL|£iA.\:a^^\K" 
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Havi^ig arrived atoneof the usual stopping plaoesi named 
Qarilloxi, where freight and passengers are received and 
landed, fiis Worship the Mayor of Qttawa, M. K. lykkr 
maoOy iSaqr-, and several members of the Ottawa Beceptipn, 
Committee, came on board, to whom the Hon. Mr. Gal^; 
■ev^ally ^introduced the Delegates from the Maritiin^, 
Provinces. About two hours more brought the w}iol^. 
IMufy to Ottawa. It wa^ then quite [dark, but Scaa^, the. 
water the Bcene presented in the heart. of tha.oity.'vfssa 
lughlj interesting; It seemed to be one mass of moving, 
li^t, which was soon, found to be an immense ixxek light 
procession, pomposed of the Fire Brigade in unifozn^i 
together witii a large body of other citizens. 

There were numerous carriages in waiting at the land- 
ing place, which conveyed the Steamer's party to Biissell's 
Hotel, escorted by the torch light procession. It waa im-: 
posdble to estimate the number of the dense crowd which 
filled the street, but it seemed as if the whole population 
of Ottawa had turned out on the occasion, sending forth 
rapturous cheers after cheers as welcome notes to their 



Before the crowd separated, the Hon. John A. McDoNt^ 
ALD was called for, and appeared at one of the windows of. 
the Hotel, from whence he briefly addressed the assembled 
multitude, thanking them on behalf of the Government of 
Canada, and also on behalf of his fiiends from the. Lower 
Provinces^ for the very warm-hearted welcome they had, 
just received. He expressed his gratification at the proar*. 
pect of Ottawa soon becoming the Capital of Confederated 
British America, and briefly referred to his own exertions 
in the Legislature and Grovemment to procure for the 
yoimg and rifling city so great a distinctipiu Imix^nse|: 
cheering followed for some moments, in the midst of whic^ 
Mr, McDonald retired, when — 

The Hon. Dr. Ti7?pxb appeared ia ouq oi^^ t»rn&Ji^ 
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in the crowd below, and addressed the assemblage for about 
fifteM mmiites, referring, in the course Of' %{selbq[ttdit 
r^ibarks, to the stupendous importance of the wbrk in' 
which the Delegates Had been engaged. He stated that it 
was their constant aim to preserve sectional and Ibcal^ 
iBtertoto as far as it was in their power to do So. The^ 
readti of the^ labors would, he had no doubt, liieet with. 
much hostile criticism, but he hoped the intelligent pebfjler 
and their energetic and enterprising press would not jn^' 
judge the scheme until nil its details could be placed; befbra 
thcHtti; in ordi^i^ to do which some unavoidifbte bfidal; 
forms were necestery. He then thanked the people 'ilxt' 
their eoidial reception, and retired amidst ^niSttisiastid' 
cheers. "' "•- '^"-.'-^ 

On the morning of the first of November, abojit, 1^1} 
o'clock, His' Worship the Mayor, the Hon. Mr. Skead, M.L.CrJ 
Mr. Scott, Mr. McGilvray, Mr. McKinnon, Mr. S. Keefer,, 
and other members of the Beception Committee, l^ad jcap;| 
riages in 'waiting at the several Hostels where the .V]|satoP8 
were located, to drive them round the City of Ottiawa- . 
After a short time most agreeably spent in driving through^ 
the several streets, which presented in every direction 
marks of .great enterprise and 'w^lth, the party embarked 
oii board' of pn^ of M):. Kcfeit^soii^s steamers, and took i 
trip of two or three miles on the river below, the Rideaii" 
Palls. The riui shone out in all its effulgence, atid 
although the wind was keen and bold, still it wais exhila- 
riting, Sjud the objects worthy of note on both sides of the 
river challenged earnest admirs^tion. The buildiQgs to be 
dedicated to' the use of the Parliament and the Gove'riv- 
xnent' Offices," now nearly completed and ready for use^ 
cOuld be seen to much greater advantage on the river than 
in the city. The boat having been turned, she' steamed' 
to the foot of thd Chaudiere Falls, penetrating the boiling 
cauldron further than ever aiidy vessel had done before* 
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The visitors having been afforded ample opportunity to ad- 
mire this marvellous work of nature, the boat again turned, 
and crossed the river to the Lower Canada side, where 
carriages were in waiting. After a short drive through 
the bush, the party arrived at the Suspenid(m Bridge over 
the Chaudiere Falls, and thence returned to their several 
Hotels. 

At half past twelve o'clock the visitors proceeded to the 
Parliament Buildings, through the various apartments of 
which they were conducted by the Contractors and their 
fijfinds. The Delegates warmly expressed their admiradoa 
at the exterior design and construction of the edifices, and 
what then promised to be the splendour of the interior 
anangements. An hour having been spent in examining 
and passing through the several parts of the main build* 
ing, it was announced that 

THE DEJEUNER, 
for which the most extensive preparations had been nmde 
by {he Contractors, was served in the room to be used as 
the future Picture Grallerj of the Parliament Houses. 
This part of the building appeared to be nearly finished, 
and was most handsomely decorated for the occasion. The 
walls were hung with diamond shaped frames of flowers, 
in the centres of which were inserted brief inscriptions ex- 
pressivie of welcome ; and the time-honored flag of England 
spread its ample folds wherever a place could be found for 
it on the walls. The decorations about the tables were of 
the most el^ant description, and the viands included 
every luxury and delicacy that could be desired. About 
160 persons sat down to the several tables, and this num- 
ber included the ladies of the Delegation Party, and the 
ladies of many of the citizens of Ottawa and vicinity, 
whose presence largely contributed to the pleasure of Idbe 
entertainment. 
11 
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Th^ was no particalar Chairman appointed for the 
occasion. The Contractors being the Hosts, divided 
amongst themselves the duties which usually fall to the lot 
of a Chairman. There were four tables arranged in the 
^rm of a paralellogram. At the centre of one table sat 
Mr. McGreevy, with the Hon. Mr. Tilley, of New Bruns- 
wick, on his right, and Hon. John A. Macdonald, on his 
left. At the centre of the opposite table sat Mr. Balph 
Jones, with Hon. CoL Gray, of Prince Edward Island, on 
his right, and Mr. Bose on his left. At the third table sat 
Mr. Haycock- with Col. Gray, of New Brunswick, on his 
right, and Mr. Cauchon on his left. At the fourth table 
sat Mr. T. C. Clarke, with Dr. Tupper, of Nova Scotia, 
on his ri^t, and Mr. Johnson, of New Brunswick, on his 
left. 

Mr. McGrbevy gave the first toast — " The Queen "— 
which was received and honored with great enthusiasm, 
the Ottawa Band playing the national anthem. 

Mr. Jones next proposed, " The Governor General,* 
which was received with unbounded applause. 

After a short pause, Mr. Haycock, one of the other 
Chairmen, proposed, "The Canadian Administration,'' 
coupling the toast with the remark, that they were mudi 
better able to speak for themselves than he for them. 

The Hon. John A. Maodonald briefly returned thanks. 
[The honorable gentleman intended to have spoken at 
some length on the question of Confederation, but iUness 
induced by fatigue from assiduous devotion to public 
affairs, compelled him to curtail his observations, which 
the whole company deeply regretted, as no public rnnn in 
Canada; was considered so well qualified by talent, expe- 
rience and statesmanship to speak on the question of Con- 
federation as the Honorable Attorney General for Canada 
West* His illness esuuted deep qrmpatby^ and when h» 



tTKIOK or THB BBITISH FBOVINCai. 131 

retnzned liis seat after the brief expression of his thanks, 
he was applauded as if he had made the most brilliant 
oration ever delivered — ^thus manifesting the profound 
respect entertained for him at Ottawa.] 

The Hon. Mr. Galt having expressed regret for Mr. 
Maodonald's illness, and having pronounced a high eulo* 
gium on the great and universally acknowledged ability 
of the Attorney Gteneral West --- 

Mr. T. C. Clabke, one of the Chairmen, rose to propose 
the next toast. He said the pleasant duty devolved on 
him of proposing, '* The Delegates from our sister Pro- 
vinces and their fair wives and daughters/' On behalf of 
the people of Ottawa and of the Contractors, their hosts on 
this occasion, he tendered them a cordial and sincere wel- 
come. (Cheers.) Their only regret was that their guests 
would be with them for so short a time. He might men- 
tion one circumstance in respect of which this entertain- 
ment differed from the magnificent Dejeuner at Montreal. 
Tj^ere the ladies were permitted to look down on the gen- 
tlemen from the gallery; here they sat down with the 
gentlemen, participating in the welcome given to the 
Delegates. (Cheers.) 

The Honorable William A. Henry, Attorney General 
of Nova Scotia, replied on behalf of that Province, and said; 
"Our hosts, ladies and gentlemen — By an arrangement 
among the Delegates, the pleasing duty devolves upon me 
of responding on behalf of Nova Scotia in this city, to the 
toast which has been so handsomely proposed and enthusi- 
asticslly received. From the time of our first landing at 
Quebec we have been the recipients of universal kindness 
and social hospitality. We have, heretofore, had the 
pleasure of making the personal acquaintance of many of 

C public men on several previous occasions, when they 
visited England and the Lower Provinces on occasions 
of general importance ; and we have recently had the 
pleasure of seeing many of your citizens during the excur- 
sion they made to the Maritime Colonies last summer. 
We, tiierefore, felt that we were not coming here amongst 
strangers, or to a terra incognitaf but were coming among 
brofhm, equally with us the descendants of Englishman^ 
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Frenohmen, ScotohmeD, aad Iriebmen. If any thing were 
wanting to convince us of the hospitable intentions of you - 
all, it would be afforded by the magnificent reception we 
last night received at your hands. ^ (Cheers.) We were, 
indeed received like conquerors, like warriors retumilig 
from a great victory, and indeed a great victory has been 
adiieved AttheCoimrence, whose labors have just termi- ' 
nated. We lLav0 triumphed over personal jealpusieB and' 
local and party considerations, having sacrificed all thcisev; 
to the great object we had in view. (Hear.) . The recep- 
tion you have given us is all the more pleasing, as it has 
taito place in Ottawa, a city selected by Her Magesty the: 
Qdeen to be the seat of govehmient for Canada, aiid in' a 
buildiilg the comer-stone of which was laid by His Bbyal 
Highness the Prince of Wales. I feel the extreme difficulty 
of sp^aUng upon a subject about which a dozen speeches ' 
We been already made, and borne, by the enterprising ' 
press which has reported them, to every hamlet iii thii^ Pip- 
vihce — ^a difficulty arising from the fear of following in the' 
same paths already so well trodden by others. I have,' how- . 
ever, great pleasure in commimicating for myself and mv ' 
coUeagues our warmest thanks to the Contractors engaged' ' 
in the construction of these magnificent buildings, for' ,- 
the very pleasing banquet they have so liberally provided;*'' 
It is matter for additional congratulation to see present so 
many of the leading citizens of Ottawa, for it is an eamept . 
of their hearty sympathy with us in our labors, and of the 
deep interest they take in the success of the great work iijL 
which they are engaged. (Cheers.) The splendour of the 
entertainments we have received since we left our homes- 
has abundantly convinced us of the hospitality of the peo--. 
pie of Canada, and I can assure you that whenever a Can^ 
dian lands upon our shores he will at all times find the 
inhabitants of our Provinces ready to reciprocate these 
numerous acts of kindness. Were no political consequenoee 
immediately to flow from our present efforts, the intercom- . 
munication we have had with you will not be barren of; 
results, for we shall have learned to know each other bet^ 
ter, and have discovered the necessity and benefit of more 
frequent intercourse. The people of Nova Scotia enter- 
tain no piean or selfish views when they propose to. enter 
into a Qoofederation with the other oolonies. They know 



tiiat their position comniands many advantages not equally 
enjoyed by the rert. They feel that their principal pott, 
Halifax, is one of commanding importance. Situated as 
it is upon the most easterly peninsula of British North 
America, and of paramotmt importance to be retained by 
England while any portion of the West Indies' remains 
connected with the British empire, it will be the last spot 
of territory on this continent to be yielded up by the 
Parent State, and will always receive even more than lihe 
other colonies the protection of the home government. The 
time, however, may come, and may not be far distant, 
when, with great political changes fi'om which we cannot 
Expect to be always exempt, the protection of the Parent 
State may be withdrawn, and if we wait till that unfortu- 
nate eveiit arrives, it may be too late to form associations 
for our local defence. We feel that we msly be likened to 
one of a number of rough, unhewn stones, which some 
political architect may hereafter appropriate, and if no 
m^sures are taken to secure to us a proper position, to 
secure that important place in a grand structure which we 
conceive to be our right, we may by accident, or the force 
of events, either occupy an elevated station or form part of 
a mere pavement, to be walked over and trampled on. 
(Applause.) We know that these colonies are made of 
ihe right material ; and that deiscendants of the country- 
men of a Wellington and A Napoleon, of a Marlborough 
and a Clyde, possess when united elements of immense 
and almost invulnerable strength for their defence, and 
.will not be found unworthy of their common ancestry. It 
is not improper for me in this <»nn€iction, speaking on be- 
half of Nova Scotia, leaving the interests of the other 
colonies in this respect to othier gentlemen, to refer to the 
the heroes of Kars and of Lucfaiow, both natives of our 
Province. Having entertained for some time these general 
sentiments, the Legislature of Nova Scotia, by resolutions 
adopted last session, took measures for effecting a Legisla- 
tive union of the Provinces of Nova Scotia, N ew Bruns- 
wick and Prince Edward Island. Similar resolutions 
having been adopted by the Legislatures of the two other 
Oolomes, a meeting of Dielegates appointed by each, took 
place lEit CharlottSown in September hwt. We would 
We gladly iiidiided your Ptcmwi^ iti ^\a VDltf^^Bi^ss^ \«i 
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join our Union, but were eomewhat afraid of approadung 

and attacking the giant Canada. (Laughter,) We were 
iaduoed to limit our plans for a Union among the Lower 
Colonies. But it having been communicated to the Cana- 
dian Government that we were about to meet for the pur- 
pose mentioned, your Government sought and obtained 
admission to our prelimin^y Conference. Without inter- 
fering with the more local object we had in view, the 
members of the Canadian Government who attended, 
presented for our consideration more extended news of 
Union, when the coDsideration of the smaller scheme was 
postponed, and for the time thrown aside, with a view of 
considering a larger measure. We were mibseqnently 
favored by an invitation from the Canadian Government to 
meet in Conference at Quebec, to consider how far a general 
Confederation was practicable. The invitation was ac* 
oepted by all the Colonies, and the Delegates were chosen, 
not exclusively from the several governments, but were 
flelected from the ranks of parties representing all classes 
and interests in the several communities, in order that all 
party prejudices and sectional feelings might be laid aside 
in the contemplation of an object of such vast importance. 
(Applause.) The importance of the matter was, indeed, 
so vast that it was not surprising my friend the Hon. John 
A* Macdonald, weakened as be was by indisposition, had 
faltered in the task, and quailed before the responsibility 
of addressing the public upon it- (Applause.) Public 
men, in addressing an audience at the present time, labored 
under unusual difflcultiee, and felt in a manner tongue- 
tied, as a certain reticence had to be observed, even although 
the desire to obtain detailed information as to the new 
constitution was so intense^ Difficulties of a grave cha- 
racter had to be surmounted. Look at the sacrifices of 
opinion we had to make at the Conference. First, e^ch 
individual forming part of the Delegation entertained his 
own views upon every one of the infinite number of im- 
portant questions to be solved, and drawn as they were 
from different classes of opposing politicians in the several 
provinces, with the influence of party relations upon them, 
and the interest of each province cl^hiog to a certain 
extent with those oi" the others, while the Delegates who 
Jvpresent them feel a natural obUg^tba to coneerva their _ 
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interests, it repaired the greatest exercise of moderation and 
frequent modification of personal, party and local views 
and interests to arrive at anything like a successful issue. 
(Hear, hear.) None but those who have taken part in the 
Conference, or have deeply weighed the importance of the 
considerations involved, can have any idea of the difficult 
task of reconciling antagonistic views and interests, and 
nothing but the absorbing feeling of the importance of 
their mission and its results could have produced anything 
like a satisfactory conclusion. I have, however, the grati- 
fication of being able to announce that although on minor 
points differences arose and were decided, each individual 
member of the Conference is fidly satisfied with its general 
results, and willingly pledged to bring to a favorable ter- 
mination the result of our deliberations. I have said we 
were received like conquerors from a great battle; when 
such heroes are honored by the complimentary ovations of 
the fiiends and countrymen to whom they have returned, 
the pleasure they enjoy is invariably alloyed by sad remi- 
niscences of the sacrifices made by the fate of the braye 
comrades who have gallantly fallen beside them. The 
pleasure of the distinguished reception you have given us 
18 unalloyed by any such melancholy reminiscence. None 
of our comrades have been (left behind us on the field. 
Our victory has been a bloodless one, and although all are 
not now present, I can assure you they are all alive and in 
good fighting order, fully willing and prepared at any 
moment when necessary to bucUe on their armour, and 
encounter any opposition that may arise to the ultimate 
Boccess of the all-important object upon which we have so 
harmoniously deliberated and agreed. (Applause.) I will 
not tresptss upon your time by referring to the items upon 
wldch the Conference deliberated, but there is pne subject 
which I feel it is impossible for me to pass over. The 
time has now arrived when we ought to have direct com- 
munication between Hdifax and Quebec by railway, on a 
line not subject to foreign control, so that the inhabitants 
of our country may be able to visit the inhabitants of yours, 
witiiout the necessity of going off British territory on their 
way. I have, therefore, the pleasure to announce, as one 
of the resoits of the Conference, the determination to take 
innnecliat^ measores for the compLeUoii ol V!^\&S(i^s^^7a^ 
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Railway. It is agreed to be one of the first objects of at- 
tention in the United Parliament. (Hear, hear.) It is 
impossible to over-estimate the commercial and social ad- 
vantages of that great intercolonial highway. Offering 
facilities on the one hand for the interchange of the natnnd 

E reductions of each province, and highly calculated to 
reak down the barriers which perpetuate political and 
social distinctions, it will be a means to the great end we 
all have in view. It will be a glorious day when we can 
get into a railway car at Halifax, and in three days be at 
flie capital in Ottawa. (Cheers.) When the means of 
communication are proviaed, our people will avail them- 
selves of them, and I shall glory in the day when the in- 
habitants of my country can put their foot on Canadian 
soil and say, 'Hhis is my heritage,'' while the Canadians too 
can visit the Maritime Provinces and feel an interest in 
every inch of their soil. (Loud cheers.) In all unions 
there must be a compromise of feelings to a certain extent ; 
and as in the delicate union between the sexes there must 
always be a yielding of individual opinion to insure happi- 
nessy so it is in all unions, and the wider the circle and the 
greater the object, so in proportion must concessions of 
ojpim'on be made. In contemplation of this great object 
the peoplte of every section must be prepared to yield a 
portion of tlieir feelings and interests to the common stock, 
and in the contemplation as well as in the working out 
of the Union this sentiment must not be forgotten. Having 
ftdftUed our mission, our work may be but half done. We 
must return to our constituents, 9^d impress them as far as 
t^e are able with our own views and sentinients. They 
have not seen as we have done ; they have not leame4, re- 
flected and deliberated as we have, and we have still before 
us the important duty to instruct them in our viewis. We 
all feel proudly the position we occupy in the performance 
of thaj; duty, and would be glad to use our best endeavours 
to procure the acceptance of the measure. We hope and 
trust that the people to be affected by it may in their d^b- 
erations forget all old party interests, private prejudices 
and local affections, and that the opposite of these feelings, 
reacting in, and reflected by their several legislatures, a 
favorable issue to the appeal to be made to them will abnn- 
dantiyresalt W6hbpetobea\Aem^^^TS^\i^T^ 
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to raise a stractare, wUcfa, bound together mth. the cement 
of patriotism, will be a monument of the wisdom of the 
present generation, and a tower of strength capable of re- 
sisting as well the minor effects of domestic broils as the 
attacks of the stoutest of foes from without. We will then 
feel we have a government as free as the world can exhibit, 
resting as it must for its support upon the continued love, 
confidence and affections of a free and enlightened people, 
and under the fostering care of a gracious Queen, whose 
name is held dear in every quarter of the gl(^e, and upon 
whose kingdom the sun never sets. (Loud applause.) 

The Hon. John M. Johnson, Attorney General of New 
Brunstnck, also responded to the toast. After thanking 
the company for the manner in which the toast had been 
tpcets^ed, he referred to the late meeting of the Conference, 
and Said the public nien who composed it had been forced 
to takfe.such action from influences both within and with- 
out The politicians of the Lower Provinces had been led 
to meet tbgether to bring about a legislative union of those 
Provinces, when statesmen from Canada appjeared and in- 
vited the consideration of the subject of a union of all the 
Pfoyificfes. Accordingly, the Conference was held, when 
all agreed to set aside their own peculiar opinions for the 
conunon good, and that the advanta^s of union were so 
gfeAt that an minor differences on pohtical matters should 
be Slink and forgotten. This was the way he hoped the 
people would meet the question — either declare agamst it 
Hke men, if they believed the union to be without advan- 
taCg^, or rf they believed it would ptove beneficial, to lay 
afa^e all questions of mere party, in order to secure it. 
Iflie then proceeded to shew what benefits the union would 
eonfei^ upon Canada, and alluded especially to the resources 
aiid ipreaith of New Brunswick, which would be enjoyed by 
Canada in case a union of the Provinces was effected. He 
deidyed' to see it accomplished only under the British fiag, 
and that no matter in what part of the British NorUi 
Ainerican Confederation one midit be, there would only 
be heard as a national anthem me straiifB of *^ God save 
the' Oueen.* (Cheers.) He returned thanks also'ori be- 
t^ of the ladies whom thev had so kindly toa^ The 
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union, and those not in it were prepared to enter into it 
(Cheers and laughter.) 

The Honorable Gborgk Coles responded for Prince 
Edward Island. He said the reception given to the Dele- 
gates in this city, last night and to-day, went beyond his 
expectations. He had thought the same at Quebec, but 
on coming to Montreal and Ottawa his adn^ration of the 
good-feelmg and hospitality of the people of Canada had 
been still farther increased. (Cheers.) He stood here in 
a different position from the gentlemen fix)m the other 
provinces, who had just addressed them, both of whom 
were members of their respective Governments, while he 
(Mr. Coles) happened to be one of the Opposition. They 
were aware that tiie Oppositions of all the Provinces had 
entered into the Delegation to assist in carrying put the 
views of their respective Governments. GeneraBy, when 
an Opposition joined in carrying out the views of Gk>Terh- 
ment, they were looked upon with suspicion by thdr con- 
stituents. But the present case was one which stood en- 
tirely by itself, and ne claimed that in going for Federa- 
tion the Grovernment of Prince Edward Island were cariy- 
ing out his views — ^views which he had entertained for 
many years. (Cheers.) In former times he had found 
many opposed to his sentiments on this question. It was 
the same as in the case of a proposed matrimonial union, 
when the Mends of the famuy are very apt to raise 
objections on the grounds of disparity in wealth, standing, 
&c., but in spite of these objections they had gone to worK, 
and for the last two montlis— first at Charlottetown, and 
then jat Quebec— they had been trying to draw up tiie 
marriage settiement— -(cheers) — and he had to announce 
to them that they had succeeded in framing a marriage 
6ettiement» which, though in some respects not what some 
of them might have wished, he hoped would, taken as a 
whole, give satisfaction to the entire family. (Cheers.) 
The marriage ceremony had yet to be performed. When 
that took place he hoped the families thereby allied would 
not be such strangers to each other as they had been in 
the past, and that the people of Canada would more fire- 
gnentiy visit the people of the Lower Provinces, who would 
& iiA2}p7 to return the CSoDi^^ Mr. Cobs 
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weni on to n)eak of the advantages of Prince Edward 
Island as a delightful summer residence, and of its various 
resources — ^particularly the inexhaustible treasury it had 
in the fisheries of its waters. At present hundreds of 
thousands of pounds worth of fish were taken from their 
waters by the American fishermen. He trusted that soon 
Canada would take that fish for the consumption of her 
inhabitants, and send her fishermen to catch them. 
f Cheers.) He thought they had reason to congratulate 
themselves on the r^ult of the labors of the Conference. 
That thirty-three men, representing the various political 
opinions of six different rrovinces, could have assembled 
and so amalgamated their opinions as to agree upon a 
constitution suited for that great Confederation, was some 
thing, he believed, such as the world had never seen 
before, and shewed that the Delegates were worthy of the 
position they held. (Cheers.) He said this dthough 
there was no man more disappointed than himself with 
xeBpectto some parts of that constitution, but by mutual 
concession they had arrived at a result which they could 
all iagree in supporting and submitting to the people, for 
he hdd that it must be submitted to the people. They 
could not force it on the people ; they must endeavour to 
shew them that it was for their benefit, and thus induce 
them to accept it. (Cheers.) 

Mayor Dickini^n then proposed, " The prosperity of 
Britim North America," and remarked that prosperity 
depended upon Union. (Cheers.) 

The Hon. A. T. Galt, Finance Minister of Canada, 
then rose and replied to the toast as follows: — Mr. 
McGhreevy, ladies and gentlemen — ^Before attempting to 
respond to this toast^ I must egress the pain I feel that 
Mr. Macdonald is unable from mdisposition to make the 
remarks he intended. I know the loss you have sustained 
in not hearing from our friend the exposition he had pro- 
posed to^ve m reference to the inter-colonial union. I feel 
it a pubhc loss, and hope his illness will be temporarv, 
and that on an early occasion in Toronto he may be able 
to offer the explanations he is unable to give to-day. 
(Hear.) It Ms to mj dufy to respond \/o V^\!ciVA&N& ^ 
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once. I desire to tliank you most cordially for the way in 
whidi you responded to tne toast of the Canadian Admin- 
istration. We receive it, not as representing any political 
party in this Province, but as representing the Qovemment^ 
whoever they may be, who administer affairs. But on an 
occasion like this, when events of the greatest importance 
to Canada are transpiring, it is perhaps the more impor- 
tant to us to know that we have, at least for the moment, 
the cordial support of the people of the countiy, as we 
have a very difficult task to perform and desire to reel sure 
that there is confidence in our desire, if not in our ability, 
to do our duty to our common country. We have heard 
from the lips of eloquent gentlemen something about the 
Confederation of the Provinces— about the object here had 
in view — which is to give to the general Government of 
the British Korth American Provinces that amount of 
strength necessary to attend to common interests and to 
reserve to the local Lerislatures the power to attend to 
sectional matters. All know that in proposing Confedera- 
tion we have not to deal with a homogeneous people, but 
we have within our borders two different races — traces 
equally distinguished in war and civil attainments— and 
we are bound to attend to the interests of those of French 
as well as of English origin — ^both being alike to be con- 
sidered and respected. I trust that in the question soon 
to be submitted to the people of this country, it will be found 
that while on the oile nand all necessary powers have been 
given to the general Government, thfere has been reserved, at 
the same time, to the local Governments such control over 
their own affairs as will preclude internal a^tation. (Hear.) 
I should have been glad to have entered into the details 
of Confederation, but time will not permit, even were I 
competent. I wiU, therefore, rather follow the tead of those 
friends who have preccxied me and say a few words res- 
pecting the general benefits we hope to receive. Whatever 
our views about'monarchiat and democratic governments, 
all are agreed upon this — ^that the material prosperity of 
the country should be promoted. All government is de- 
signed to effect this end* It is the only means whereby in- 
tellectual and material prosperity and development maybe 
hrought about. I believe we ^r^ making a move in the 
r^bt direction in Ootaedeia^oii^ «cA. ?[' *^^ gLvB more 
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stco^gtlf to th^ zaonarqhial element on this coutment it is 
bef^ause ^e tbiink that through this form of government 
^e caa more effectually add to the peace ana happiness 
cf Qur .petople. In r^drd to the various interests of all the 
Provinces, we cannot but feel that the different circum- 
stances m ^hicb we are all satiated, the different systems of 
taxati^m, the .different tariffp, must be detrimental to aU. 
We. can all appreciate the advantages that arose when the 
mpoa in Canada took plbca Those who can recall twenty 
y^ars can remember the position in. which Lower Canada 
tk^ ftof^ They can recall, the advantages which arose' 
tfom ibB union of these provinces. It can be seen, that in 
tbiat 8hq*t p^od—*twenty years— "this couutry has grown 
to a position in importance such as never could have been 
hoped for as long as she remained in a disunited states 
wk c^n feel that although there have been difficult^' 
connected' with the union of tt^ two provinces, still the 
fulvantages that have flowed &om tlu^ union have far. 
outstripped all difficulties that have arisen from it. And 
in rexnoving the difficulties of Canada, and considering the 
greater, queation of Confederation, we feel that in doing so 
we are npt taking a step in a retrograde direction^ but are 
laldbg.it w;ifii a desire to an extension of the imion. It is 
b^Q^usQ we feel that disunited Canada was weak, united 
Bm became stronger; and now we ask the other Provinces 
to join us in the race of improvement and progress, and in 
extending through the whole of the British dominions in 
^iatjoL America tiie advantages we now derive from union, 
wi^ic^^v^USi that essential power which is capable of con- 
trolliiig IJie v^ous matters and maintaining our strength. 
At the ^me time we desire in this Confederation to give 
tibe internal management to the people themselves, the 
control of the local affairs wbich they are best able to 
manage. I feel I am trespassing on you in speaking at 
this late, hour of the day. (Go on.) I certainly did not 
CiKp^t to be called upon on this occasion; at the same 
time, I am glad to be allowed to say a few words on this 
sulgect,^ because tiiere is none who have felt more strongly 
than I have done the disadvantages of Englishmen in 
I^wer Canadt^ being in, a minority. . It is a source of much 
hajppinesa.to me to be present* pii.an occarion when we ar^ 
q^riting ;tbe advent, witb th^ Delegates firom «U the 
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lower Proviiic€B, of tbat which is to unite m in one com- 
moa country. Since the udioo of the Canadaa we have 
been in harmony one with another — mutual confidence has 
existed ; and when, on an occaeion like thia, I &ee h^re 
the representativea from all the Provinces coming forward 
to join us, I feel that it is removing farther and farther 
away from us any danger that might arise ; and by in- 
creasing the area in which om* politics range we shall have 
less danger ; and whilst we shall be able to go forward in 
the race of improvement and free government, we shall be 
able to go forward hand in hand with less risk of difficulty 
occurring among ourselves, (Cheers.) With regard to 
the question of the commercial prosperity of these colonies, 
I have already said that there can be no doubt whatever 
that the union of these Provinces will tend to promote our 
prosperity. We have seen the effects of union in regard 
to matters of free trade in the United States. I mow 
perfectly weU that if one thing more than another has 
tended to promote the prosperity of that great country, it 
has been tlie free trade that has existed between its various 
parts. Now we desire to bring about that same free trade 
in oar own colonies. It is almost a disgrace to us^ if I 
may use the term, that tinder the British flag, in the 
dominions of our Sovereign in British Korth America, 
there ihouid be no less than five or six tariffs and systems 
of tasation; and we cannot have trade between one 
Province and another without being subjected to all the 
inconveniences which occur in a foreign country. Surely 
it is our business to remove these difficulties, and wt 
ought as fiubjects of the Crown, whose interests are iden- 
tical, to be united. 1 am confident this great Union will 
tend to the promotion of all our interests ; but whilst we 
own that the commerce of our respective countries will be 
benefited by itj we must remember that the vitality and 
life of the matter is confidence. It is confidence that is 
the life of our commerce. If we remain as we are now 
we are certainly comparatively weak Let m combine our 
strength, and bring together all the elements of colonial 
power which we possess, and for national defence as well as 
as for national improvement, let us be a nnited people* 
(Cheers). I had intended, ladies and gentlemen, to have said 
M few WQrd$ more with reference to matters eooneoted wiik 
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the proposed Confederation, but perhaps I had better not do 
80 ; Dnt at the same time there is a subject on which I feel 
that I may be excused if I say a few words, and that is the 
arrangements proposed with regard to the ^vemment of 
the country. (Hear.) The newspapers, wiich are very 
generally correctly informed on all these points, have given 
mei pubuc to understand, in general terms, what the Con- 
ference or Delegates, to a certain extent, may be said to 
have decided to recommend to their rei^ective legislatures. 
It is, therefore, quite well known to all that the form of 
government is one whicb is intended to be of a Federal 
oiaracter. A Legislative Union, it is perfectly true, would 
in noiany respects, perhaps, have been that which we in 
Canada, havmg been accustomed to it in the past, would 
have desired ourselves. But at the same time, considering 
that we had not merely to consult the interests, but even 
the feelings of the people of the several Provinces, it be- 
comes very evident that it is not practicable to carry out 
a Legislative Union, and therefore it is proposed that the 
Union of the Provinces should partake of the federal rather 
than the legislative character. In that view a question 
has suggest^ itself to the minds of the people of Ottawa, 
that in reference to the buildings in which we are now so 
pleasantly occupied, there might perhaps be some change 
of policy. (Hear. ) I think I may be forgiven if I say a 
word on that subject. I think that you and those who 
wifli us have to-day been permitted an opportunity of see- 
ing the magnificent buildmgs erected in Ottawa must be 
gratified to know that in the decision the Conference has 
come tO; that Ottawa is to be the Seat of Government, we 
are only doing that which every preparation was made for. 
/Cheers;]) Ohttawa, it is well known, has been selected by 
Her Majesty the Queen as the seat of Government for 
Canada, and one that can readily understand that when the 
other Provinces join with Canada, if it is our good fortune 
to have the measure carried, the question wocQd arise as 
to where the future seat of Government would be ; and in 
xe^ard to that matter, I have the satisfaction of repeating 
ihis idtemoon the statement which my friend Attorney 
Qeneral Macdonald made last night, and referred to also 
hy my friend Dr. Tupuer, that Ottawa has been selected 
by im Confbrenoe as tne seat of Government for the Ooa- 
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federation. (Loud chaerB.) That aeleotion has not been 
made without gome reference to the future. It is time that 
Confederation has at this moment in view the aonexation, 
if I may use such a term, of the Maritime Provinces, but 
we cannot fail to see that in the great West there is a vast 
territory which must, at some time hereafter, be united to 
these Provinces ; and in view of this extension to the West, 
we cannot £eu1 to perceive that Ottawa, while it possesses 
all the elements for the seat of Government that made it 
to be chosen by our Sovereign the capital of Canada, pos- 
sesses also that security and acccmunodatibn nece^B^ to 
make it the capital of ^ British North America. (Lotid 
cheer&) Therdtore, while our friends in Ottawa are n^ost 
anxious to have u^ here, I am quite certain our recisptlon 
this afternoon by our respected hosts must increase our 
anxiety to come up. (Cheers,) Still, I can only say this 
^-that it depends entirely upon yourselves when we shall 
get h^e. 1 ou have here m Mr. McGreevy and his co- 
contractors the gentlemen who are in the way. If you 
can only get them to finish the buildings we will come 
here to-morrow. (Cheers.) I know there is reason, for 
de^y in this respect, and one can see for hiidself there are 
a great many difficulties. There are heating apparatus, 
ventilating apparatus, roofing, and things of mat kind yet 
to be done, but I think that within a very short priod my 
friend Mr. McGrreevy ought to be ready to allow us to 
come here. We would be only too glad to come ; and I 
am quite sure fi:om the hospitality we have received we 
need not liave the least hesit9,tion in placing ourselves in 
the hands of the people of Ottawa. (Cheers.) Withyour 
permission, Sir, I would like to propose a toast. When 
we cease to enjoy the hospitality we are now receiving, 
I believe we are going to receive that of the city of 
Ottawa. . I therefore hope you will allow me to propose 
the health of the Mayor and Corporation of Ottawia. 

The toast was drunk with great enthusiasm. 

Mayor Dickinson responded. He begged on behalf of 
the citizens of Ottawa to return his most sincere thanks 
for the maimer in which the toast had been proposed; by 
the Finaiice.jSIinister, and rj^mohded to by the company 
preseoi.- Tbe occasion whicSi nad brought them together 
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was one of no little importance, not merely to those within 
«tl|e^8Qpnd of his voice, but to their children's children, 
'whose interests were deeply involved in the result of the 
ddiberatiohs of the delegates who were now with them. 
In his official position it was, perhaps, out of his province 
to enter into political matters, but he might say, in his in- 
dividual capacity, and he believed he might also say on 
behalf of his constituents in the city of Ottawa, that should 
tiie. final reeult of the. proposed amalgamation of these 
Frovinces be as pleasurable to all concerned as this first 
opportunity of social ajssociation with their brothers and 
iiarslsters of the other Provinces had been to the citizens 
of Ottawa, it would, indeed, be most satisfactory in its 
character. (Cheers.) 

Colonel Grat, of Prince Edward Island, asked the 
coiopanv to fill their glasses. It was not his intention to 
detain them with a speegh, as he saw that their fair com- 
panions were already looking forward with agreeable anti- 
cipation to a more congenial task — one better suited to 
meir capacities, although he would not say to their under- 
rtandings. • (Cheers.) The delegates had come to this 
city .83 strangers, and it was now his duty, as Chairman 
of the Convention of the Maritime "Provinces, to ask them 
to join in drinking a bumper to the health of their hospi- 
table entertainers. (Cheers.) They had been much de- 
lighted to-day with what they had seen. Nature and art 
bad combined to render this fair city i)eculiarly attractive, 
and fis regarded this superb structure in which they were 
now assembled, and which not only rivalled the Tuileries 
erf Pari^t but in his opinion, even the Houses of Parliament 
on the Thames — (cheers) — they all agreed that it was but 
a fit and proper building for the purpose to' which it was 
to be devoted — one in which should sit the representatives 
of a free people, who soon would have their territory 
washed by the Atlantic at Halifax and by the Pacific at 
Vancouver Island. (Cheers.) It needed no prophet to 
• jEoreteU that the day was coming when they would take 
tteir placjB3 among the first nations of the world. (Cheers.) 
He aaked thiem to join in drinking the health of their 
woi^y hosts the Contractors for these public buildinfis. 

(cawtoB.) 

12 
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Mr. Clarke briefly responded. 
The party then separated, it being abont half-pa8i fif« 
o'clock, to prepare for the festivities of the evening. 



BALL AT OTTAWA. 

On the evening of the same day a Ball was given to the 
Delegates, under the auspices of the City Authorities, at 
the British Hotel. The assemblage was not so large as 
were the like reunions in Quebec and Montreal; but 
all the appointments were of the most elegant descrip- 
tion, evincing unbounded liberality on the part of the pro- 
moters of the entertainment ; while the decorations of the 
Ball Boom surpassed those witnessed at the other places- 
Mr. Dickinson, the worthy and popular Mayor of the City, 
together with the whole Committee of Management, were 
most assiduous in their attentions to their guests, and 
succeeded in making the entertainment one that that will 
be long remembered with feelings of the liveliest gratitude 
and pleasure. 

t 

DEPAETURE FOR TORONTO. 

RECEPTION AT KINGSTON, BELLEVILLE AND COBtJBG. 

The Delegation party having engaged to be in Toronto 
on the evening of the 2d November, left Ottawa on that 
morning at nine o'clock, by a special train of the Ottawa 
and Prescott Railway. A rapid and agreeable drive of two 
hours brought the party to Prescott, where they were 
transferred to a special train of the Grand Trunk Railway, 
then in readiness for them. After a warm hearted fiu^ 
well to some of their firiends from Quebec, Montreal and 
Ottawa, who had accompanied them thus far, the qiedal 
train hurried the delegation party on their way to EongBtoiit 
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without waiting to stop at most of the intermediate 
stations. 

The train arrived at the Kingston station at two o'clock. 
There an excellent dinner was prepared for the party by 
direction of Mr. Brydges, the Managing Director of the 
Grand Trunk Eailway. The party were precluded by 
their engagements from spending much time over the 
sumptuous festivity ; but the Delegates from the Maritime 
Provinces felt that they were deeply indebted to Mr. 
Brydges, not only for his hospitable entertainment then, 
but for the many other manifestations of his generous 
spirit while travelling with him on the Grand Trunk 
Railway, and the Hon. Dr. Tupper, of Nova Scotia, became 
the exponent of the feelings of his co-delegates, by pro- 
posing Mr. Brydges' health at the Kingston dinner. He 
said: 

Since we left the shores of the Atlantic Provinces we 
have had the pleasure of drinking many toasts, but I am 
sure that on no occasion of the kind has any toast been 
offered which could be drunk with greater pleasure or 
enthusiasm than that which I am now about to propose for 
your acceptance. I give you * * The health of Mr. Brydges. " 
^Cheers.) No one in Canada has had an opportunity of 
contributing more to our enjoyment. Madame de Stael 
used to class travelling among the evils of life, but I am 
sifre that if she had the opportunity of travelling with our 
friend she would have classed it among the pleasures. 
(Cheers.) I see I have but to mention the name of Mr. 
Brydges to secure a cordial response. The great company 
of which he is the representative in this country, has 
accomplished to a great extent that which it has been the 
object of the Maritime Provinces to bring about — that is, 
union, and I trust the iron band which connects Upper 
and Lower Canada, and contributes so much to the pros- 
perity of both, will be extended at an early day to Halifax, 
on the Atlantic coast, so that with the same speed and 
comfort with which we have travelled to-day, we may 
travel all the way from the Atlantic Provinces to the great 
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lakes. (Cheers.) I can only hope that the gentlefofin to 
whom, at no distant day, will be entrusted the Govemmemt 
of all British America, will exhibit the same administra- 
tive ability that Mr. Brydges displays in his mana^ment 
of the Grand Trunk Railway, for he would then raise the 
condition of the whole country to that which it must be 
our, and our sons', ambition to see it occupy. I propoae 
the health of Mr. Brydges, who hais so hana8(unely contri- 
buted to our enjoyment. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Brydges, on rising to respond, was received with 
renewed cheers. He said — I assure you, I have been taken 
entirely by surprise, but I beg sincerely to thank Dr. 
Tupper for the very handsome manner in which he has 
been pleased to propose my health, and you, ladies antf 
gentlemen, for the kindness with which you have received 
the toast. In anything I have been able to do to promote 
the comfort and convenience of the ladies and gentlemen 
who have visited Canada from the Lower Provinces, I have 
simply discharged a duty, and I assure you it has been an 
exceedingly pleasant one. There is no question which has 
more engaged my attention, connected as I am with onb 
of the leading institutions of the country, or elicited a more 
zealous disposition to promote it, than to see these great 
Provinces united into one consolidated whole, and a means 
of closer intercommunication established between them, so 
that in future days there may be many and various oppor- 
tunities of meeting each other afforded the inhabitants of 
the different Provinces. (Cheers.) I am sure you Tjill 
not expect me to make a speech to-day, especially as the 
time has nearly arrived when we must depart But I 
assure you I shall ever appreciate, to the hignest possible 
extent, the warmth with which you have been pleased to 
acknowledge any little kindness I have been able to shew 
you. I can only regret that it has not been in my power 
to make you more comfortable. I would only further say 
that I trust the day is not far distant when I shall be able 
to realize the hope which I formed when first connected 
with the Grand Trunk Kailway, and that is, that I may 
start some morning from Samia on the western confines 
of our Province, and find my way without change of cars 
to the BtLores of the Atlantic at Halifax. (Cheers.) 
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Tb^ party then returned to the cars and were soon 
again in motion westward. 

The train arrived at Belleville at a quarter to five o'clock. 
The Delegates had been apprised by telegraph that an 
address would be presented to them by the Mayor of the 
town. Dr. Holden, on behalf of his constituents ; and they 
therefoore expected that there would be a gathering at the 
statiofo. They did not, however, anticipate such a hearty 
recep^on as they received, A large number of the inha- 
bitanisy ladies and gentlemen, were assembled upon the 
platfarm to greet the Delegates, and the 15th battalion 
Hastings Militia and Belleville Rifle Company, No. 1, were 
present as a guard of honor to receive them. As the train 
approached, it was hailed with loud cheers and waving of 
haidlc^chjiefe by the fair ones of Belleville. The Delegates 
werQ iben conducted to a dias that had been erected for 
the ooeasion, where the Mayor welcomed them in the name 
of the people of the town. As the Delegates walked from 
the- dias, the Volunteers and Militia, neatly uniformed in 
giieen and red respectively, "presented arms," and the Band 
of the Battalion struck up a welcome strain. The Bat- 
talion was under the command of Col. Campbell, and the 
Rifles under command of Ensign Bowles. Upon the dias, 
introductions being over, the Mayor read the following 
address' to Col. Gray of Prince Edward Island, as repre- 
senting the Delegates: 

To Col. the Hon. J. H. Oray^ Chairman^ and the Con- 
venJtion of Delegates from the Maritime Provinces : 

Honorable Gkntlemen-^ 

On behalf of the inhabitants of the town, and in common, 
we believe,' with the whole of the inhabitants of the Pro- 
vince, the Mayor and Corporation of Belleville desire most 
heartily and cordially to welcome you on the occasion of 
your tour through Canada, after, we trust, the successful 
completion of the labors .of the Conference at Qu^^^b^Q. 
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We shall hail with pride and satis&ction a union of the 
most intimate kind with our fellow colonists of the noble 
Provinces of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Newfoundland 
and Prince Edward Island, and we feel convinced that the 
commercial effects of such a union will contribute much to 
our prosperity, as it will, we trust, contribute much to the 
prosperity of the Lower Provinces, and at the same time 
afford a large field for emigration from the mother country. 
It is most gratifying to us to learn that the wise and patn* 
otic counsels of the eminent statesmen of the Convention, 
as well as our own eminent and political leaders, assembled 
together at the Conference, have smoothed the difficulties 
that might naturally have been expected to arise in settling 
the preliminaries of the union. 

In strengthening the relations which bind us as fellow- 
colonists, we are convinced that our inalienable rights as 
British subjects will suffer no diminution, that our fealty 
to our sovereign will remain without change, and that we 
shall ever remain an integral portion of the gteat Biritish' 
Empire, vieing only with the other parts thereof in loyalty 
and devotion to our common Sovereign. 

We regret very much that the time at j^pur disposal 
prevents us from having the pleasure of receiving you in a 
manner more befitting the high positions you hold in your 
several Provinces, and more worthy of the greatness of the 
occasion upon which you assembled to deliberate. 

We trust that the remainder of your tour may afford 
you much pleasure and gratification. 

On behalf of the Corporation of the town of Belleville, 

B. HOLDSN* 

Col. Gray replied as follows : — 

Mr. Mayor, — On behalf of the Delegates froni the 
Maritime Provinces, I have to express to you our extremiB 
gratification and our most hearty thanks for your hand* 
some reception of us. 

Ever since our first entry on the confines of Canada, we 
have been the recipients of so much that is kind that we 
have become habituated to the returning of thanks. I 
need not assure you that we firmly believe the object of 
our mission will tend to unite us in bonds of brotherhood 
which fihall never be Bevexed; wiA.l'^cJvMsay^ woe be to 
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him who shall ever attempt to rend these bonds asunder. 
(Cheers.) When I look around, Mr. Mayor, and see the 
stalwart forms of the noble looking men who stand now 
before us, I see the nucleus of a force which, should the 
hour of need arise — ^though I trust that hour may be far 
distant— will not have to look long for the strong right 
arms of their brethren in the Maritime Provinces to hai^n 
to their aid, to assist in repelling any assault that may be 
made by any foe upon your rights and liberties. (Cheers.) 
Necessity impels us to travel onwards. Otherwise we 
should have been glad to have given, if but an hour, to 
walk round to see your fiEur town and this portion of your 
fine country, which is now doubly interesting to us, and 
will ever have our deepest sympathy and interest, particu* 
larly on account of your proximity to the great Republic 
on your borders. (Cheers.) 

The Delegates having been invited to partake of a glass 
of champagne — 

CoL Gray proposed a bumper to "the Mayor and 
Corporation of Belleville." 

The toast was drunk with all the honors. 

Cheers were proposed and most heartily given for the 
" The Delegates," and for " the Canadian Administration,'' 
and the Delegates having again got on board, a parting 
salute was fired, and the train moved off amidst the cheers 
of the assemblage. 

At the Colborne station, a number of persons were 
assembled, who warmly cheered the Delegates as the train 
slowly passed the station. ^ 

At Coburg, which was reached at half-past six o'clock, 
His Worship Mayor Daintry and the Town Council were 
present to receive the visitors. Among other gentlemen 
present were the Hon. A. Burnham, Hon. Gr. S. Boulton, 
Dr. Beatty, Professor Kingston, Judge Boswell, Hon. 
James Cockburn, Mr. Barrow, Head Master Grammar 
School, and the Very Bev. Archdeacon Bethune. 

Mayor Daintry read the following addxeii&\ — 
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To the Honorable the Delegates fnm, (he MaTiUmePrch 

viTicea of British North America. 

We, the Mayor and Town Councillors of the Town of 
Coburg, respectfoUy beg leave to avail ourselvea of this 
opportunity of giving you a hearty welcome, and we regret 
that the demands on your valuable time will not admit of 
your passing a longer period amongst us. 

We recur with pleasure to the recollection of .the Un- 
bounded hospitalities eictended to the Canadian visitors io 
the Maritime Provinces in August last, and had aujCfjppcfKh 
tunity been afforded us of reciprocating thlem in a mxme 
suitable manner, we should gladly have embraced it The' 
mission on which you are engaged has our cordial concur* 
rence, and we trust that nothing may transpire to prevent 
our becoming intimately connected with yon both coin^ 
mercially and politically. We look forward' with great - 
satisfaction to the time when a bai;Ld of irgn^o^ wqU ^Hne 
ties of brotherhood, shall unite us in one common do^jxttj., 
and we feel sure that should our vast territories l)e' at "any 
time invaded, you will stand shoulder to shouldeir Snih hs 
in defence of the empire of British America* y 

Wishing you a prosperous journey and a safe retuizrito 
the bosoms of your families, and hoping that when we next 
meet it will be as the haj)py inhabitants of a united ccjuntry, 
we beg respectfully to bid you farewell. 

G. S. Daintry. 

Col. Gray, of Prince Edward Island, addressing <Jie 
Mayor and Corporation, said — ^As Chairman .of tl^e Uon- 
vention of Maritime Delegates, I have to return y;ou our 
sincere, united and cordial thanks for this very handsome 
testimonial of your approbation of our work. X.ljtaye to 
repeat to you what I said a little while ago to. the ilj^jpi; and 
Corporation of Belleville, that, sincQ we firrt eptereap^pw 
the soil of Canada, the reception we haviB. m'et witli nas 
been such as cannot fail to have the eiflfect of uniting us 
still more closely in the ties of brotherhood. As regards 
our proceedings in Cotrference, althoiigh to a certain e;^teiit 
confidential, enough has been made knowzi thropgh thei 
press to satisfy you that the enterprise iij wl^ich .we^.^iave 
been engaged has for its object to unite us indissoliifcly as 
a band of j&othera. (ChfieiA.) . J^dLiifiediiatJBaQ&^^rpu, 
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on behalf of the Maritime Provinces, that, should the hour 
of dstngsr ever come — though we trust that it is far distant 
— you will find us ready to stand shoulder to shoulder 
with you to repl any aggressor. (Cheers.) When the 
Confederation is carried out, we will have a territory ex- 
tending across the continent from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, and I doubt not will be able to maintain ourselves 
as a nation amon^ the proudest on the face of the earth. 
(Cheers.) I thii£ we must all admit that the hand of a far 
greater power than that of ourselves has been directing our 
htbors. He who controls all events, I have no doubt, con- 
troUed those apparently fortuitous circumstances out of 
which sprung the holding of this Convention. (Hear, 
hear.) Who would have ventured to fortell, a twelve- 
month ago, that so soon thirty-three representatives of the 
diffimot 'Provinces, then separated by so many local pre- 
jqii^cja$jand interests, should have met together, and agreed 
witEt itLch aio^ar unanimity on a plan of uniting these 
i^iipfd^tQ^.? (Cheers.) We are proud of having been 
rQQ@i]i^^ ^ wiQ^^ve been in this Province, and shaU carry 
homfi.tPjC^iU* ^^peotive peoples most grateful recollections 
o£ ^;^in4^ess. with wnich we have been treated by our 
QuMk<li94 brethren. (Cheers.) 

The Delegates having spent an hour most agreeably 
under the hospitable roof of the Hon. Mr. Cockbum, the 
Solicitor Oenend of Canada West, where an excellent 
supper was prepared for them, they returned to the tram, 
a torchlight procession of the Coburg Firemen and a 
band, of Music accompanying them. At the Coburg 
Station, the Mayor of Toronto, and several of the other 
civic dignitaries of that place, were in waiting to receive 
and welcome the Delegates on their way to Toronto. 

The party arrived at the Toronto Station about half- 
past ten o'clock, where an immense concourse of people 
were aiMembled, including all the members of the Corpo- 
ration of the City of Toronto, the Yorkville Corporation, 
I^MiiXT^poration of the United Counties of York and Peel, 
and all the members of both branches of the Legii^ture 



residing in Toronto. The Volunteers and the Fire Brigade 
of the City had turned out in full force, the latter body 
bearing torchlights, and presenting a most imposing ap- 
pearance in the midst of the immense crowd by whom 
they were encircled. 

Before leaving the Eailway Station, the Mayor of the 
City, surrounded by his brother oflScers of the Corpo- 
ration, came before the Delegates and read the following 
address : — 

To the Delegates from the Provinces of New Brunswick^ 
. Nova Scotia^ Prince Edward Island a/nd Netxh 
foundhmd : 

Gentlemen, — We, the Mayor, Aldermen and Conmion 
Councilmen of the City of Toronto, most cordially bid you 
welcome to the metropolis of Upper Canada, and beg to 
express our warmest sympathy with the patriotic object 
which brings you hither. We doubt not that the contem- 
plated Federation of the Provinces will tend to promote 
tbeir prosperity, happiness and security, and that thereby 
they will become a great British American brotherhood, 
uoited by.the ties of nationality, mutual safety, and cordial 
good will. 

, Whilst regretting exceedingly that circumstances ren- 
der your sojourn in Toronto so brief, we trust your visit 
may prove a pleasant one to you and to the ladies who 
accompany you and honor us with their presence on this 
ocoiasion ; that it shall be the means of fostering a more 
intimate, acquaintance, and securing closer intercourse 
between. Canada and the Eastern Provinces, and that ail 
parties shall be thereby better prepared for a more perma- 
nent Union— a Union from which we anticipate along 
and prospierous career under the protecting cegis of the 
British Crown. 

F. H. Mbdcalf, Mayor. 
November 2, 1864. 

Coionel G-ray, of Prince Edward Island, then replied 
aiifoUown;-^ 
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To Bis Worship the Mayor ^ Aldermen and Commonality 
of the City of Toronto. 

Gentlemen, — ^We, the Delegates from the Eastern 
Provinces, with much gratification accept the cordial wel- 
come you have tenderSi us, and thank you sincerely for 
the deep interest expressed in the object of our mission. 

We agree with you that the Federation of British 
America will largely promote the happiness and prosperity 
of this portion of the empire, and unite us in indissoluble 
ties of common brotherhood. 

We regret that our visit to your city must necessarily 
be brief, but the acquaintances we hope to form will, we 
trust, tend to prepare us for that permanent union and 
prosperity which can but be secured by the guardianship 
and protection of the British Crown. 

.During the reading of the reply the assemblage cheered 
approvingly. 

IThe Delegates were then conducted to the carriages 
■which had been provided for them, and a move was made 
for the Queen's Hotel, amid a blaze of torchlight, firing of 
rockets and strains of music, three or four Brass Bands 
being in attendance. 

Soon after entering the Hotel, some of the Delegates 
made their appearance on the balcony of the west wing 
accompanied by the Hon. Greorge Brown. The large 
crowd beneath were then addressed by Dr. Tupper, Mr. 
Tilley, Mr. Whelan and Mr. Brown. Dr. Tupper spoke 
at some length, dwelling upon what the Conference at 
Quebec had done, in a general way, and pointing out the 
advantages of Union, commercially and financially. Mr. 
Tilley spoke briefly, stating what the Maritime Pro- 
vinces would bring to the Confederation; and Mr. 
Whelan referred to the proposed Union from a national 
stand point, alluding to its probable beneficial influence 
in moulding the character and destinies of the several com- 
munities to be embraced by it, while they enjoyed the 
alUa:nce and protection of Great Britain. 
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The crowd shortly after diqpersed in ezoelloit order, 
cheering right heartily in token of welcome to their 
visitors 

On the morning of the third November, the Delegates 
were invited by the Reception Committee at Toronto to 
visit some of the great pnblic institutions of that city, and 
shortly after ten o'clock they left the Queen's Hotel for 
that purpose. Their first visit was to the College of 
Upper Canada. As they drove up the carriage way lead- 
ing to this institution, the College students were ranged 
on each side, ^11 having Enfield rifles, which they carried 
at- the " present.'' There were not less than two hundred 
students thus in attendance ; they were all dressed with 
remarkable neatness and uniformity, and had a fine healthy 
appearance. The Delegates were received at the entrance 
of the College by the Principal and Professors of the in- 
stitution, and they proceeded at once to the public hall, 
where there was a large assemblage of the principal inha. 
bitants of Toronto, including many of its fair daughters. 
The students occupied the galleries, and received the 
Delegates with the most enthusiastic cheering as they 
entered the hall. When this enthusiasm subsided, Mr. 
Principal Cockburn read the following address: 

To the Hon. Gentlemen and ihntlemen, Delegates from 
the Maritime Provinces : 

We, the Principal and Masters of Upper CaniKla 
College, beg^ to hail your visit to this part of Her Ma- 
jesty's dominions as an event of high importance to 
the empire of which we form a part, and as likely to. 
influence the history of the world. As a College we take 
no direct part in politics, but we cannot deny ourselves 
the pleasure of congratulating you on the prospect of re- 
uniting the scattered bands of Englishmen who have 
settled in the different parts of British America, and who 
have hitherto been, to some extent, socially severed, 
though occupying regionS;nQti^>lg^.^v ^i^, ^^> 9W 
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pleaong duty and pride, as a oorporatioh, to edncate 
upwards of 3,000 youth, coming from the Bed Biver and 
Newfoundland on the one hand, and from the far North 
to the West Indies on the other. Anyfliing, therefore, 
that tends to unite these Provinces^-and your visit cannot 
ful to have this effect — ^must at the same time extend the 
feme and influence of this " Andefnt Seat of Learning.*' 

On these walls are recorded the names of those who, 
having won academic laurels, have gone forth to the battle 
of life strong in loyalty and attachment to the institutions 
of our father-land Our alwnni are wont to be found in 
the various fields of usefulness, in the Legislature of this 
country, as well as in the^ learned professions, and in the 
army and navy of the British Empire. 

Gathered together fix)m the various provinces in the 
poposed federation, our students cannot fail to acquire a 
better knowledge of each other, and thus aid in drawing 
closer the social tie which will render this young and pros- 
pering Empire an harmonious whole — a child not unwor- 
thy of its mighty parent. 

We again give you a hearty welcome, and wish you all 
success and prosperity in your noble mission. 
We are, 

Hon. gentlemen, 

G. E. B. CocKBURK, M.A-, Principal. 

William Webb, M.A. 

J. Bbown, M.A. 

J, CONNON, LL.D. 

M. Barrett, M.A., M.D. 

J. Maitland, B.A. 

0. J. Thompson. 

E. SOHLUTER. 

Col. Gray, of Prince Edward Island, received the 
addresd on behalf of the Delegates, and in doing so said 
a few words in reply. He said it gave the Delegates 
great pleasure, indeed, to receive such an address from an 
educationjal institution of such long and honorable standing 
as the Upper Canada College. He trusted that when the 
proposed band of brotherhood was completed and all their 
.. CJolonies were united in one, the educational institutions 
of the country would tec6iv» that share of i^rosQeeLt^ 
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^hioh he Binoerely hoped all hnmohes of internal jprogress 
and improvement would receive. As soon as the great 
scheme was carried out and fulfilled, they would see a 
change in the affairs of British North America which it 
was dmost impossible at present to conceive. A tide ot 
emigration would flow in upon us, our vast tracts of wild 
lands would be opened up, and the free sons of free Britain 
would here make homes for themselves amongst a people 
of whom they know so little. In looking upon the boys 
assembled before him, he could not help tninking that 
amongst them there were some who, at a future day, would 
be the statesmen of the great country that is now being 
formed, and who would h&ve the pleasure of reaping the 
great benefits of Federation long after the origijaators of 
tiie scheme had passed away. He would long remember 
this day with pleasure, and concluded by hoping that the 
institution would continue to meet with that ^TOsp&Aty 
which has so long marked it. 

Three cheers were then given for the Queen, and three 
for the Delegates, after which the party returned to the 
carriages. On going away they again passed through the 
lines of the College boys, who gave them a parting cheer 
as they passed through the gate. 

. The Delegation party next visited Osgoode Hall — ^a very 
splendid edifice, not surpassed by any other in the Colonies 
erected for similar purposes — being chiefly occupied by 
the Law Courts and the various chambers connected with 
them. The party was received at the entrance of the 
building by the President and members of the Law So- 
ciety, who cordially welcomed them and showed them 
through the numerous and splendid apartments. 

The next place visited was the University, which was 
justly regarded as one of the most interesting institutions 
in Toronto. The Delegation party were here again cordi- 
ally received and welcomed by the officers of the institu- 
tion in their official robes, at the entrance to the main 
hall ; and the whole party at once proceeded to the Convo- 
Mtion Sail, where a large oonopurie of the oitizras of 
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Toronto were aasemblecL The.stadents, raoge^ on; ^th 
sides of the Hall, and dreiised in tibeir College robes^' re- 
ceived the visitors with the most enthusiastic cheering. 
The Delegates having been conducted to a platform at 
the head of the Hall, were introduced to the several Pro- 
fessors, on whose behalf, and on behalf of the institution, 
the Beverend Dr. McCaul, the very distinguished President 
of the University, delivered an oral address, with a tone 
and dignity that added very much interest to the chaste 
and beautiful language which composed the address. ;The 
Toronto papers furnished a report of the speeches delivered 
on the occasion of the reception of the Delegates in that 
Oity, but it is to be regretted that justice was not done to 
the brilliant utterances of Dr. McCaul, oir to the sensible 
and well-timed response of the Hon. Dr. Tupper, who, on 
this occasion, represented the Maritime Delegates. The 
following is, however, the only report of the addresses, 
whidh we have been able to obtain : — 

The Kev. Dr. McCaul said — On behalf of the professors 
and others connected with the University, he received and 
welcomed the Delegates from the Maritime Provinces and 
the ladies accompanying them. Under any circumstances, 
he said, he would be happy to receive so many, talented 
and distinguished gentlemen, representing the several pro- 
vinces to the east of Canada, but on the present occa^bn 
it was with more than ordinary pleasure that he ' greeted 
them, as in their presence there he recognised a realisa- 
tion of the great principle of the federation of the British 
North American colonies, by which those children of one 
great parent would be bound together for mutual advance- 
ment, prosperity, and strength. These colonies had justly 
bcNsn call^ the brightest gems in the British Crown, and 
in carrying out the principle of federation it was not pro- 
posed to remove those gems, but to re-set th^m in one 
briUiant cluster, which would shine with increased lustre, 
and add new beauties and splendour to the glorious diadem 
(rftheBrittsh Isles. (Loud cheers.) 



The Hon. Dr. Tuppkb then aMpped forward, imd on 
behalf of the Del^ates thanked tihe professors and sta- 
dents of the Ciollege for their hearts welcome. He said 
the President had rightly interpreted the intentions of the 
Delegates in saying it was not their purpose to sever these 
Colonies from the British Empire in joining them into 
one country ; but that, as by that scheme they hoped to 
benefit this country, they also hoped to add new strength, 
and power, and glory to the old parent who had reued 
them. It was to encourage emigration, to give prosperity 
and importance to themselves, tnat they joined each other, 
and also to encourage and establish such institutions as 
the one they were then in, in which the youth of Caiuida 
have the great and inestimable privilege of receiving an 
education which will prepare them, not only for a prdes- 
sional or commerial life, but also enable them to take an 
active part in the political affairs of their country. He 
hoped that the institution would continue to prosper, and 
that when the federation scheme was carried out, they 
would have the pleasure of ranking the University of To- 
ronto amongst the leading institutions of the united' coun- 
try. After again thankmg them he retired amidst loud 
applause. 

The Delegates were then conducted from the Convoca- 
tion Hall, and were shown through the principal apart- 
ments of the establishment, including the extensive Li- 
brary, the very splendid Museum and the Observatory, in 
all of which their admiration was constantly awakened by 
the innumerable evidences of taste, intellect and wealth. 

The Normal School next claimed attention, and although 
the Delegation party found the buildings which are used 
for the Normal School not so attractive in architectural 
construction as the University, the interior arrangements 
and objects of interest were of a more diversified character, 
and attracted much longer observation. Dr. Byerson, 
the Chief Superintendent of Education, so long and fiftvor- 
4kUy known throughout America for his seal and ^^cmsf 
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in dii»faarging the noble duties of his office, was assiduous 
in his efforts to shew every attention to his visitors ; and 
in this Inspect be was most ably assisted by his distinguish- 
ed ooa^jutors in the institution. No part of the great 
establishment was left unexamined, — the rooms used for 
the scientific apparatus, (which is of the most extensive 
and costly description, and all the fruits of Canadian skill 
and science) — ^the Museum — the Booms dedicated to Paint- 
ing and Statuary — ^were all noticed with admiration and , 
del%;ht ; and the more ardent admirers of the Fine Arts 
were evidently reluctant to hasten their departure from 
the apartments dedicated to the service of those arts. 



THE BANQUET AT TORONTO. 

The Delegates having returned to the Queen's Hotel, 
prepared at once for the Banquet or Dejeimer which was 
designed in honor of them at the Music Hall. Two o'clock 
was the hour appointed, and punctually at that hour the 
party began to assemble. The Hall was splendidly decor- 
ated. Amongst the decorations was a fine portrait of the 
Queen — besides two or three luminous gas stars ; and 
mottoes representing the several Provinces. The com- 
pany was very large, occupying, and, indeed, crowding in 
some places, seven long tables. The viands and all the 
other accompaniments of a sumptuous repast were of the 
choicest kind, and formed, at the time, the subject of 
many compliments to the Committee of Management. 
His Worship the Mayor, F. H. Medcalf, Esq., presided, 
and discharged the duties of his important trust with little 
garrulousness and excellent taste. 

Having given the usual loyal toasts in reference to the 

Boyal Fjamily and the Governor General, the Chairman 

proposed the " Army, Navy and Volunteers/' In doing 

80, hesftid: — 

13 
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If there were not^ a number of elp^uentj genU^oae)!); ito 
follow me, I certainly would be tempted to* mfi^e a 
speech on the subject It is a toast we always hear di^atik 
on social occasions. Visions of true greafnc^ riie befidre 
me as I stand in your presence, thii&iig of scenes from 
Cressy to Waterloo — from Blenheim .to: Balaktava. 
(Cheers.) And not only are great name^ associate with 
the military — ^names equally great are connected ifUh the 
navy. I call to mind those of Howe, Jervis and Kelson. 
There is still another branch of the united service^the 
Volunteers of Canada, form a part of the tdaist." (EoUd ap- 
plause.) They are mentioned last, but I know they are 
not least ; for if the occasion required it, I am sure. they 
would be found in the foremost ranks to oppose the cqiqt 
mon foe, and prove that they are worthy sons of noble 
sires. Without further trenehing on the time of the dis- 
tinguished gentlemen who are to follow, I now give you 
" The Army, Navy and Volunteers^* ' (CheeW.) 

Band—" Eule Britannia/' : . 

General Napier rose to respond, and was received with 
much cheering. Having thanked the company for the 
compliment to the Army, he said: — Being myself a 
military man, you cannot expect ine to resound the 
praises of the branch of the service to which- I have . 
the honor to belong. But I may say this on the ■ 
authority of His Eoyd Highness the Duke pf,. Cambridge, 
the Commander-in-Chief — and I can conspientiously say 
it — that the British arm;^ at the present moment is in a 
state of the greatest efficiency, and reiodjr to do its duty 
whenever called upon to do so. On -an occasion such as 
this I can only venture to address you for a brief space to 
make a few remarks on the Volunteers and Militia of 
Canada. You all know my opinions opi the subject of the 
Volunteers. I believe ^hem to be in deed and in Ixuth 
the right arm of Canada, and should'^at aris^^whicli I 
sincerely hope may not be the case — ^but should war arise, 
owing to the number of miles we have to defend, it would 
be impossible for the regular troops f or a mpmpftt to make 
a successful resistance against a large foi*ceunle^iS'We were' 
supported, and well supported, by an orjganized and effec- 
tive militisL. Gtentlemen, I know with you, thai i to faive- 



an es^ciest. 9iiUtia force you must pay. for it ; and it is in 
that, point of view thatX nope my hoUr friend on my right 
(Mr Gait) will put his hand deeply into your pockets, 
and bring out sufficient money to keep up a good militia 
servige. (Cheery wdl^u^ht^r^) Let him do that, and 
there will Toe no question about your having, an efficient 
rnflit^* I.am iK)t goiiig to. dettun ypujbQg ; but before I 
sit down I wish^.to ma^ a iew. remarks on another branch 
of this subjeSct I consider i^hat a great and most impor* 
taM pt^p.ihaff l)ei^. taken in IjiQ. organization of the militia 
of ibis country by the esitablisbmenVof; fxiilitary schools in 
Upper f^nd Lowcir Canada. I think it is one of the most 
importaiat ^leasuxes which Lor^Monck ai^dhis advisers 
codUt b^Ye brought forward, because yoii know as well as 
I do that fprly. or fifty thousand men could not be render- 
ed efficient unless thjey had officers who were well drilled 
themselves and who knew how to drill others ; and unless 
thev were* jwell drilled before band, it would be impossible, 
within five or.gix n^onthsat all ev^pts, to get men to take 
the field,, and in tbe interval we w6iil4 be, I will not say 
what (Hearandlaughter.) There have passed these schools 
not less than 25Q gentlemen holding ,^rst-clas8 certificates, 
and some 206 or 208 holding second-cjass certificates. I 
am well aware that any gentlei]|^a.n who may have passed 
these schools and taken a first or second-class certificate, 
is fit to take command as an pfficer of a compamr of sol- 
diers. But besides these there werei.mpre than a hundred 
who attended the schools, and whp,.altpough they took no 
certificates, had enough of drill to, make tl^m exceedingly 
good subalterns, if not good, non-commissioned officers. 
You ^ill.thus agree with me. that the establishment of 
tI^se,^chools is a most important step towards the organi- 
zation of an efficient ip^tia,'/ . ; 

Cplpnel Penison returned thanks on behalf of the Vo- 
lunteer Force,. He pai<i:-r-It is- always a matter of the 
greatest satisfaction ; to the volunteer militia generally to 
be coupled in any way with Her Majesty's forces. (Hear, 
hear.) I hope the gre^t measure which our guests 
have lai^y b^en, engaged in wili have the desired effect, 
and. that, ;]fy'e ^1 all soon be^imted as one grand system ; 
and X . aiu. sufei ihp -cpantry will, ,b0 well defended by th^ 
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volunteer force, aided by the r^jtdar trdops, iigffinfit' fmj 
foe which might have the temerity to present himself 
(Cheers.) .' ! / 

The Hon. Ifr. Allan, M.L.C., who officiated as Vice 
Chairman, then rose to propose the h^th of the' ^aiitime 
Delegates. He said: — We hAve here, Sir,-''g^ntlein^ 
from all the Provinces in tliat part of Nx>i1h Ainerica 
calling itself British, and which ackiioifdedg^s -the sway 
of that gracious Lady, whose portriait behind fhe chair 
looks down approvingly on her lojral subjects.' 'how as- 
sembled. (Applause.) On all occasions we Canadians-^ ' 
and I think 1 may especially say so of my f^Uow-^dtSzens 
of Toronto — are prepw^ to'eid;end a he«rty and cordSal 
welcome to our fellow-subjects of the Maritime Proviticfts, ' 
And more especially is that the case whfeh, '^^ on, 
this occasion, there are present those whi) are'distiri* 
guished as public men and as statesmen. But, Mr.' 
Mayor, the present visit ot these gentliemen to Canada 
is invested with peculiar interest and sij^ificarice to' all 
of us. They have come here to-day as it were tb hoH 
out to us the right hand of brotherhood, and to iiivite ' 
us to draw closer those political ties of a common allegi- 
ance, of similiar political institutions, and of a community 
of interests. It is in many respects desirable that our con- 
nexion should be of a more mtimate characteSr than has 
hitherto existed between us. I shall hot presume to tres- 
pass upon the time' of this assembly with any lengthened 
remarks on the greAt mibject of Confederation, inasmuch 
as we are called to meet those to-day who are prepared to 
give those explanations in reference to this important 
scheme, without which it would 'be itmossible for us to 
form a correct judgment. And while I would preseih^ a 
becoming reticence on the details on this occasion, feeling 
that, with others, I shall probably have an opportjanity of 
discussing these details elsewhere, I may at any fate go s6 
far as to say that I heartily believe that a closp, cordial 
and intimate union of all the Provinces of British Nbrth 
America is one of the most imj^rtant and most desirable 
objects which any body of British American statesmen 
could set themselves to promote. (Loud and enfhttsi^c 
cbeera.) 8ttoh of u)3 as have wiatch^d Vi^h any interMt ' 



.. ihe opinipijust .put-^rth ixoxot d^y to day ,by persons of all 

. ppUiical parities in Gi^atj^rjitwi, ii^ regard to thci oolonies, 

must &q1 there is a jgi^oyijig feeline in Ep,gland tliat the 

time has co^ w^en rtbis country should: aip^me a larger 

E^are in,the r^sjponsibilifies wluci,ar^ iookoifor pn the 

part of aU.c(^^^nie8 a^irii)^ tp .^ great political status ai^d 

a national existence :, X heartily, ^ncur with those of our 

£bUow : British iSi^ligQcts who thi^ we ou^)^ so to apply 

Qurqelves as to «^iuf9 ja firin utand on tjus contineijit as a 

!firiti9h n ational i ty; wd if any wou^il.^ubt tibat the time 

has come when we £\hbiil4:Set oursqilyes tp th^, task oi using 

. pur^best. !e:iqertioi)S to^.place these. Provinces ii;i. a different 

.pd^cp, 'to,: 81^. ihey. already occupy, they have only to 

Iqc^ iacross oifir bordej^ to the great Republic, and rd^ct 

upon the. ^^i^anges. wrought there .hy;a military autocracy. 

/Hear, hear.)- I£ then, we wo?ilddraW: closer together 

...those podal and politioal bon4s which unite us to our fi^l- 

.loFiEHibjecis in the. iliiaritime Fr^Yifiij^y in Qxd^x to in- 

cres^ pux streijgth, ind materi?il. pi)9^ij<y, we. i»rq baund 

to (SKteiid a hearty welcome to tfv^ gentlemea ^];io. are 

. cojn& )iere.a3,deilegaiefii of tl^ xe^mctive J^rovinpes to aid 

i^J|^f^i^lrm for.that girea|;^V??£^f?*tion which has 

he^n ^ lately brought before ufu (^^p^uaiQ.) All honor 

tp.thx^ statesmen ,<rf the Maritime Trovinces, and all 

honor to those stateflznen of Canada wl^. nave oiiginal^d 

this scheme, and who have api)lie4^ tjxemselVes for many 

w^eks pajst to mature it, so that it I^^gMeo^u^e^di1a^ 

the hearty ^pprovalj not only of Canaaians> Wi'of.tn^ 

habitants ot British North Aijoerica gpperajly. , (Cheers.) 

, Sifj ,1 feel qonfident that we ii^y look forward ;io! a long 

. future Cfi ImppineB^ and prospmty, not alq9(Q^to, -Cana4a> 

. twit to British America aa a w)ible> firoin thei visit of thefse 

.. gsiiUemeo on this important ogq^on.,Ai;id therefore lam 

fi^re that you wHl heartily join )w^h. me in according to 

them a right cordial, welcome,: .((phi^rii.) . .^Glpnflemen, I 

.^ ask, you to join in drii4E:iii^,.'mth.,^ tl» hoaors,.not only 

,.ihe l^ealtjjs ot ,the delegaUs of ipe.,Lowe^ 

.''If ,I^may be permitted to. 8ay:fip,;(jturnhig to the .ladies' 

.; g^iiery^jrrt^i; of the fi^ represe^tajiy^ of ^hpseProyinces 

alecv,.^ ;,p., I / ,, , . 1 ■;; . . ■ \.. ■ 

. jf \Sh^ -tofst wa^ draojc with thre€| ^ip[^ ^^ eheerij4 ; 
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Hon. Mr. McCxtllt, cf Nova Scotia, responded. He 
said, Mr. Mayor and (Gentlemen — The reception that has 
been given to the Delegates from the Lower Proviiices, 
and the enthusiastic manner in which you have responded 
to the toast which has just been given, quite overwhelm 
me. I was prepared to some extent for meeting a cordial 
reception in this part of! Canada, and I must say that since 
we first set our feet upon the shores Of ihis noble Province 
we have been received with one continued ovalion ; it has 
been one carnival, from the beginning until now. In!de€^, 
language fails me to express the emotions which a(f this 
moment inspire my bosom, and you* will forgive me,;1ihere- 
fore, if I should pass by various subjects whi<5h'T knight 
speak upon, in order to address myself bri^tfy and more 
immediately to the important riaatter which has calle^ us 
together, in this the future cabital t)f. TJpp^' Cahiada. 
(Cheers.) Gfentlemen, We of th^''BJ[alritTme Pr6vih(}B« 
were engaged a short time ago enideavpiiiring to make such 
arrangements cis'wbtfld enlarge the sphere of our cbiimer- 
cial operations, accoriiplilsh a legislative union, -andflfecure 
future prosperity.. We had learned that while. coml!n6rce 
knew no bounds^ and our sails whiten the ishories of every 
sea, our merchantis; entering into lal-^ domnlercial- etitier- 
prises, were pramped in their energies, and our'^rade 
encumbered with hostile tariffs. Whtle we wfere' so en- 
ga^d there tappefi at oto door on^ fine morning a^ dele- 

' gatioh from OaniBtda;— seven of your most intelligent, 
active, and enter'f^risin'ff Eftatestae^, "^ihom wef invited to 
seats iii our councils: They ^ve us 'to undfei^stahd that 
they had- a more excellent wiy. .We' sat down listing to 
them day after day; First We had otir friend frpm Lowjer 
Canada, Mr. Carner-r-(ch€fers) -^who in a giraphic man- 
ned gave ui.to understafld-'that y^hat wiais teduir6d to 

, make a great natibti Wd^sthe HwuritiikelWeriient!' 'Canada, 
he said, possesseii'thB territorial. and the popular eleto^ent, 
but it requires the maritime eleod^nt: ICheers.) He in- 
vited us gentlemen' of the Lower Pj^ovinces to assibt bin 
and those who were .\Hth hini in jffeparing'altogw 
than that in which we were en^ged-^N-tei/fbir^ 
Attorney Greneral West, ]\([r..Macdonald. (Loud cbgers.) 

la that pleanitig, chktite, lit^ clastsvc styl^ fqr wluch he is 

distingmahed, he spoke to \n^yi\itk &it <^^^ «^^»^> ^^ 
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' governments and governmental institutions. He enlarged 
upon the failure of the institutions which had been adopted 
in the neighbouring republic, and advocated a system 
which he contended would build up a great empire of these 
Provinces. Close upon him came Mr. Gait, mighty in 
finance, great in statistics, and wonderful in political skill ' 
— (cheers) — ^he charmed us for another half day. Follow- 
ing close upon him came Mr. McGree — (cheers) with his 
a^cultural statistics — (laughter) — charming us yet again. 
Last but iiot least, followed my honorable friend from 
tipper Canada, Mr. Brown — (cheers) — enlightening us, 
ana producing sensations so overwhelming that we almost 
forgot where we were. (Great cheering and laughter.) 
I suppose yon will hp^rdly oelieve me when I tell you that 
the representatives of the Maritime Provinces, who had 
been convened for the purpose of securing a particular 
constitution for themselves, having heard your Delegates, 
adjourned with their work unfimshed, if I may perhaps 
com a. Word, unbegun. (Cheers.) We adjourned to Nova 
Scojia, and asked the gentlemen from Canada to come see 
our Province. They had seen the fair little Island of 
Prince Edward; we asked them to come and seethe mines 
and minerals, the forests and fisheries of Nova Scotia. 
We first took them to Pictou, a great storehouse of the 
world's motive power, and we asked them to take a trip 
down one of the shafts with us, but we found them gentle- 
men of opposite proclivities, aspiring upwards, and not one 
of them could be induced to descend to look at our coaL 
We next took them to Halifax, and, while on the way, 
stopped th6 cars for half an hour to shew them our gold 
mines. You would have' been pleased to have seen how 
the ey^es of Mr. Gait glistened as he gazed upon the pre- 
cious inetal. (Great laughter.) Why, he said, there was 
a specific for all the commercial and financial crises that 
ever could befall the Confederation. (Laughter.) Thev 
were i?atisfied that Nova Scotia was a land that, after all, 
had soipe attractions about it. (Cheers.) Before wc 
parted from our guests, we received fin invitation to Canada , 
and io Canada we came. They took us to Quebec, where 
they kept us fbr sixteen mortal days. Though they treated 
us well, they, however, worked us well too. (Cheers and 
laugWtef.) ' W6 tot! down to ftaici<^ «i ^TisSifeoiasvi. ^^^ *^S^ 
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great confederation. (Cheers.) There we dug deep, and 
laid strong and broad the foundations, as we hope, of an 
Empire, and it will be for you hereafter, when the proper 
time comes, to pass a fitting verdict upon our labors. 
Though circumstances render it impossible for me to give 
you more than you have seen alresidy with regard to the 
nature of that constitution which we have been framing, 
I do trust in all hopefulness that it will meet your appro- 
bation. Deal kindly by it. It has been the work of men 
of some experience, and I am free to say it has been to a 
great extent with us a labor of love. Our discussioiis 
have been characterized by the most friendly interco!iM:39. 
We have expended our best energies upon the scheiqe 
which we have wrought out, and when it comes to be un- 
folded to you, men of Canada, men of Toronto, I trust you 
will deal fairly with it Let no savage, hostile ciiiticism 
attack it, till it has been read, weight and duly con- 
sidered. (Cheers.) And if, after so wejighing and eoq- 
sidering it, you have anything to say against it, let it )>e ^i 
a spirit of moderation. (Cheers.) I ask it wkh thomoce 
confidence, because I, a member of the opposition of Nova 
Scotia, invited to take my share in this task, haye been 
content that party feeling and party action should, for the 
moment, be hushed and stilled in prescence of so great a 
question. (Cheers.) And I ask it, too, of the members 
of the Governments of all the Provinces, if they desire that 
this enterprise should be successful, that titiere be iio 
attempt to make out of it any local political capital. 
(Hear, hear, and cheers — loud and long.) Nothing in 
in my opinion could be more fatal to the measurei There- 
fore, as we of the Oppposition have laid aside our feelii)^ 
and prejudices to work out this scheme, then I say in all 
confidence, we have a right to expect of the Grovemtnents 
of these Provinces that they will co-operate. with us, and 
so attempt to combine the sympati^ies of all t\\fi people 
of the Provinces in such a way as. to secure from ibpm mr 
the measure that consideration from their hands whidi it 
merits. I suppose many of you are anxious to know all 
the particulars of the scheme. But it is not in n^y power 
to deal with it in other than general teroui. .1 may. say, 
however, that if the measure under considj^ation goes into 
operation, in ^, j^t plac^.eaidv pi ^i&^ Pva^noces-r 
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snada being divided into two — ^may manage its own 
oal affidrs as it likes, but that larger subjects— commerce, 
,e post office, banks, telegraphs, ocean navigation and 
.6 great Intercolonial Bail way, which has been so much 
Iked of, currency, coins, interest, public works and kin- 
*ed subjects, that these shall be fit subjects for the 
aderal Government and Legislature to deal with. We 
list that, when the whole matter has been fairly placed 
fore you, it will meet your approbation. Although 
ere may be some points that may be assailable, and 
bhough we cannot expect that our scheme should come 
9^eot from the hands of the designers, yet I humbly trust 
Ht when it is unfolded, and that when the men of 
Miada and Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, of Prince 
Iwaxd Island and Newfoundland, shall properly under- 
ind it, it will command their cordial assent. (Cheers.) 
it ^et me say that if there is one thing connected with 
ifi grand sohem^ of Confederation which ought more 
KK^ another to be kept in the minds of the public men 
fJI these Provinces, it is this — that it shall not financially 
igh too heavily on the people. (Hear, hear.) In Nova 
otia, from whence I come, we have an ad valorem tariff 

ten per cent., and one of the greatest difficulties we 
EiU have to contend with in that Province in inducing 
r people to come in to the Confederation, will be to recon- 
0; them to the raising of that tariff to any very large 
tent, unless it be for the public defence of the country, 

some great public improvement, advantage, or neces- 
y. The hon. gentleman proceeded to say that he did 
t himself believe, as an individual member of the Dele- 
(ion, that it would conduce to the happiness of this 
intry if we were to get a great Confederation, and the 
fult were to be a great addition to the public debt, unless 
it addition we^re contracted for public works, or in pro- 
li^g.the means of public defence. Therefore, he did 
p^^ that the public men who might have the arrange- 
out- of those affairs will so manage them that our tariff 
)uld not hear heavily upon the people, because he was 
isfied^that the Cqnfederation scheme would not be looked 
6a with approval abroad, much less at home, if the 
olt were to ba that the Provinces were to be confed- 
pffi foroj^^ipurdy sjelfisn, and ixo igto^SssLCi^ 
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for our common defence. (Cheers.) It became us all to 
endeavour to arramge at the outset as far as posedble to 
economise the finances of this great Confederation, and 
therefore he asked that the public mind should be pointed 
in that direction, for he believed it lay at the basis of the 
success of the whole scheme. (Cheers.) He (Mr. McCulfy) 
and his coadjutors had looked with pleasure and pride 
upon the mighty city of Montreal as it expanded yeai' ly 
year, its great heart pulsating with extending trade ; thqr 
had passed thence to Ottawa, designed as the future 
capital of the empire, where art and nature seemed active 
in rivalry and enterprise, and all along they had met mdth 
the utmost kindness and hospitality ; but when thqr 
arrived at Toronto last evening the reception they thert 
met with, he thought, must be summed up in the B&igle 
word — "Excelsior." To-day they had been carried to 
see tlic public educational institutions of this city, fle 
regarded the youth of these institutions with deep interest. 
He trusted at some period not far distant, that from those 
halls the future rulers of British America would emerge. 
Some perhaps were there to-day. When he got back to 
his own land he should not fail to endeavor to convey to 
his own people some faint reflex of what he had Bern in 
Toronto. !Nova Scotians were not in all respects sitttated 
as Canadians are. Very many of them derived their lit^ 
ing from the fisheries and by navigation. They w^ 
much upon the oicean — , ''■"'• 

*< Their march is on the mountain wave, ,, ^: . 

Their home i9*Dii the deep." 

Therefore it was that some portion of the population HS 
not, perhaps, advanced in education eqxmuy with 'thfe 
population of Upper Canada. But they were brave'f^- 
men, and no people could be great w'itHont 'the .'se*'; .^od 
Nova Scotia would offer her seamen.fot conflridn' daftlilicij. 
The last man he (Mr. McCuUy) saW'in Kova ' Sttbtia 
said to him: — "Don't be afraid to cast'in/<5far foti'With 
Canada. (Cheers.) Give us a fair d^al, iaiid''r,li$;*\J'tih 
fears. I want to see Confederation (if ther^ is J;Q'Winy) 
in my own day and I am qpte prepared to' 'tkke'tn/cl^atice 
mth the men of my pxofeaaion. — ^the merci&iSlQ broresrioii-^ 
the wide world over." SoYie^ (>St;^^Q^fl^'^^^^ 
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ever came of it, he desired to see Confederation, if any, in 
his day. (Cheers) Canada for Canadians, if you will, 
but British America for us all ; and all combined for mu- 
tual protection. The country that was not worth defend- 
ing was not worth living in. Let all our energies be com- 
bined, not only to make it a home to be loved, but a home 
to be respected, and one in which we should all be safe. 
(0heef8.f And should the foot of the ruthless invader 
ever threaten Canada, he hoped he knew the people of 
Nova Scotia well enough to assure Canadians that they 
would ^1 ais though their own Province were invaded. 
(Cheers.) They would be prepared to contribute their 
quota for purposes of common defence. No man could 
look upon the contest progressing in the United States 
without feelings .of deep regret. That nation, great in 
prosperity', would be great even in its ruins. It was now 
' meemrig every pore. He (Mr. McOuUy) was neither 

■ TOT thi North nor tor the South. He deprecated the ex- 

■ trpnie partisanship manifested by some persons in these 
Provinces ; he did not think it right. But he thought it 
our duty to prepare ourselves against any danger which 
might 'l>b forthcoming, and he hoped the men of Western 
Canada, of all Canada, and of the Maritime Provinces, 
would 'uow' combine their energies for the purpose of 
building up ah American empire which should withstand 
all the winds and storms of the future. ■ (Cheers.) We 
had already a nucleus of something like 4,000,000 of peo- 
ple to begin vrtth, and if we worked together harmoniously, 
energetically, and heartily, we should be able to accom- 
pliiih all we desired. (Cheers.) The hon. gentleman con- 
diiided by cautioning the Governments of the Provinces 

' H^inst attempting to make party capital of the present 

'inovcment ; and asked the company to accept his thanks, 

• abd the thanks of the Nova Scotia delegates, who had on 

' the present occasion deputed him to speak for them, for 

the great kindness shown ; and when a federation of the 

FtoviUces was an accomplished fact, he, for one, should 

never ei^vy the feelings of him who could not heartily and 

proudly exclaim — 

^ , "TMi is my own. my native land." 

TbeliM:gentlemtaiTesnme(i\i^^ seal wnx^VsvA ^w^'*^- 
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The Honorable Chable8 Fi8H£b, one of the New 
Brunswick Delegates, rose to respond on behalf of that 
Province. He said : — K his friend who had just sat down 
felt embarrassed, how must he (Mr. Fishef) feel who had 
to follow an orator like him. When Dr. Tupper address- 
ed the audience in Quebec he stated somewhat of the em- 
barrassment he felt on Uiat occasion. How much more 
must his (Mx, Fisher's) be now, being called to speak 
upon a subject which, having been discussed meeting a^r 
meeting, was to a great extent exhausted. Desirom; as Jie 
was, as an alumnw of an institution kindred to toat 
whose President to-day delivered to them such weighty 
words within the walls of University College, that h^ 
every expression should be well guarded, he felt some em- 
barrassment in rising to address an audience hundreds of 
miles away from his home ; but he felt also that Ome 
were there kindred sympathies — ^not simply those ari^utg 
from a common origin, but from other causes, wherehYhe, 
a New Brunswicker, was assured of welcome and consider- 
ation in this the Queen City of the West He referred to 
the welcome given those men who early settled this por- 
tion of Canada, who alike settled that portion of riew 
Brunswick in which he was living — ^those men who, in a 
time of trouble and revolt, strong in British feeling, left 
their homes, and, desirous of perpetuating British iiutita- 
tions in this wilderness of the West, settled various por- 
tions of this territory. Thus he could claim a ooanmon 
ancestry, which he felt certain, though a stranger, wouJd 
assure to him a patient hearing in an. assemblage like this. 
Himself and friends had been overwhelmei iiiriLh the re- 
ception they had received. From the first hour they. had 
set their feet in Canada, up to this moment, they had had 
one continued ovation. He saw fully thiat the public 
mind of Canada was stirred to its inmost depths by the 
great question with which they had to deal, l^erhaps no 
event equal in importance to this country fi^pee the ^batjtle 
on the plains of A^brahaui — certainly .no event 4q;ixfQfe 
modern times, stood forward so prominently -aa tiijjiy|,«^ 
the future historian would refer back to it as.fuill of gpe^t 
results. In 1785 the Congress of the United States fii^ 
met for the purpc^so of making arrangements to sever the 
coloniea irom the moWies eowx&x^.. v^^i^v^^RSiR^^^ i 
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pofiifion. We assembled tLndei* the segis of the protecting 
power of Great Britain, determined to provide means 
whereby our connection with the mother country should 
^idnre. Whatever other differences of opinion there 
might be, whatever were our local peculiarities, that was 
a foregqtie conclusion ; that was a point about which there 
cotdd DO no discussion ; all have agreed that the course we 
might adopt for the improvement of our condition should 
be taken tmder the protecting care, and as part and parcel 
of the greatest empire the world ever saw. * * * 
Hen of every party, of every denomination — ^men from 
every section of the country, cognizant of their different 
ideoisr in politics and theolo^, met together resolved to lay 
thdr di£refrences as an offenng upon the altar of tiieir com- 
mon bomitry: (Cheers.) No event had occurred in 
zdbdbrti times equal to this. We had seen the kings and 
ppt^tates of Europe meet together, but for what purpose ? 
To divide nationahties, to destroy the liberties of peoples, 
aocordihg to their own will and for their own selfish pur- 
poses. But WQ had only one common desire, to build up 
one ^reat country, with one free government, whose per- 
vading element should be monarcmal, combined with suf- 
ficient of the democratic element, that we might provide 
for all time a government adequate to the wants and in- 
terests of the whole people. (Cheers.) The Maritime 
Provinces would bring into this Confederation something 
near a million — 800,000 people, and a territory of fifty or 
sirly thousand square miles. They offered a maritime 
element; they offered a large sea coast, ports open at all 
seasons of the year ; they offered access to the ocean ; they 
offered to come in with Canada on terms of equality. 
When this Confederation became a fact, if they examined 
the statistics published from time to time, they would find 
that in point of maritime influence and importance it 
would be the fourth power in the world. (Cheers.) In 
these respects England, France, and the United States 
would alone be superior to it. The Lower Provinces had 
many things which would be beneficial to Canada. They 
bod important fisheries, native iron, coal, copper and lead ; 
an of which would count in the future interchange of 
commodities between the different Provinces. They had 
in KeW Brunswick ten million acres of land still vuv^c^tArA.., 
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eight of which were fit tor settlenxent. Let it not then be 
supposed that they came in as ahnoners, as suppUcants ; 
they came like free Englishmen to ask a place in the Con- 
federation. (Cheers.) Great as Canadians — as mano&c- 
turers and as merchants — ^might be, great as was their 
population, great as was their resources, he would tell the 
audience that their equals were to be found in the Low;er 
Provinces. (Cheers.) New Brunswick expended annu- 
ally £30,000 a year for schools, £35,000 a year for roads, 
and small as their Province was, they had at this moment 
1,500,000 miles of roads, 7,500 of which might be. travers- 
ed in a carriage and four. They had besides 200 miles of 
railway, equal to anything of the kind on this continent 
(Cheers.) Did they know why the inter-communigttibn 
between these Provinces had hitherto been solinuted? 
It did not arise from poverty of soil, or from local, and 
political causes. Until 1845 the country betweetn JSfew 
Brunswick and Canada was locked up. And then what 
waw done ? Why, a large tract of land was taken ^way 
from little New Brunswick and Canada, and handed over 
to the United States. Did they think, if this Confedera- 
tion had then been formed, that the interests of New 
Brunswick would have been sacrificed to the cotton-spin- 
ners and the tobacco dealers ? The residt of the differ- 
ences which took place was that this part of the country 
long remained a wilderness, and a large portion of it, 
equal to the State of New Hampshire, with a large settle- 
ment of French Canadians, was handed over to the Union. 
They had built roads through New Brunswick^ but if 
they were to have complete intercommunication the In- 
tercolonial Railway must be built, and he hoped its neces- 
sity was recognized as fully in Western Canada as it was 
in New Brunswick. He had almost hoped against hope 
for its construction, but he had ever felt that vmat was an 
advantage * to New Brunswick must be supplied. When 
built the district between the two Provinces, now almost 
uninhabited, would speedily be filled up, and the two 
countries connected. Their trade was rapidly extending 
in that part of the Province. So long as five years ago 
their lumbermen had cut lumber wthin hearing of ^e 
gun fired regularly at Cape Diamond. They imported 
.annually 250,000 or 300,000 barrels of floux into the 
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Brovi^ce. Hmidreds and thousands of bairels were year- 
ly GATned up the river St. John, to within 40 or 50 mile& 
of the .banks of the St Lawrence. They were not entirely 
setfifih i^ this paatter. He had been an advocate of the 
TBjXwf ^ver since it was proposed. He had always ar- 
gued iK»r it as a link in the great chain of railways which 
woidd yet connect Halifax with Vancouver Island. He 
had read with great interest the descriptions of that coun- 
try—especially those given by the scientific men sent out 
by Cansucla to explore it, and he had dways argued that 
coTfipjtinioation with that country was a commercial neces- 
si^ Jo the West. It was a peculiarity of the British ter- 
ritory lying on this side of the Bocky Mountains that its 
veity fonniuljion made it the best route to the Pacific, by 
whioh a' railway could be constructed on much better 
tmoB than in the United States. We possessed the best 
paiBS by. wbijQh to cross the Mountains. Another singular- 
ity wm that in the approach to those mountains in the 
United States territory, there was a large area of desert 
iacupable of cultivation and unfit for settlement. But ex- 
plorers told us that both sides of the mountains, in British 
territory, were fit for settlement They enquired would 
suiph a road pay ? Had the Grand Trunk Kailway paid ? 
Ask the rapid improvement of Canada if it had not paid ? 
Ask the hundred thousand people of Montreal the result 
of that great instrument of progress. Ask the increase 
given to the value of land and to the products of the West ; 
aak all these, and let their testimony to the great benefit 
deriv^ be the reply. When the resources of the interior 
wer9 brought into action, what would be required to carry 
these, procmcts to the ocean ? Would not a railway be 
needea? (Cheers.) Then, was there no pride involved 
in the construction of an Intercolonial Eailway ? Were we 
not liable to. have our means of communication stopped 
by the Americans any time they chose to do so ? Was it 
not a. humiliation to them, the delegates from the Lower 
Pj;oyinces, to have to open their trunks for examination 
by iaU American customs officer, before they could pass 
firom one portion of British territory to another. If a 
railway were., oonstructed this would not have to be under- 
gone. .(Cheers.) But, after all, possessing as they did 
Hwh. 0Qmpl6te elements for the formation of a great tk&tv;^\L^ 
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what wonid thejr be without a free government ? What 
would have been the trade of England, the centre of civili- 
zation and of Christianity, without her free government ? 
The members of the Convention had met together for the 
purpose of framing a government adapted to uiese colonies, 
and they had endeavored to do it ^jpon the principles of 
the British monarchy. (Cheers.) They had kept in view 
the great original of the parent state, but they had so con- 
structed the constitution as to preserve intact the rights of 
each separate Province. They had felt that the social 
condition of the Provinces was such that there might be 
great difficulty in carrying out the British constitution in 
all its details, stUl its great principles they had kept and 
applied. They had endeavored to preserve the three lead- 
ing elements which should give elasticity and power and 
animation to the whole. They had endeavored to preserve 
the monarchical, the aristocratic and democratic princi- 
ples, the three elements of virtue, honor, and power, and 
he believed that whatever difficulties might be found in 
working out the details, the constitution as a whole would 
be found to possess the vital principles necessary to vital- 
it}'^ and permanence. They had left to the local bodies of 
the Confederation local matters, and when they had found 
any condition of things which it was necessary to preserve, 
they had provided that these should be untouchea forever. 
They had endeavored to build up a strong central power, 
which should have control of matters of common interest, 
and surely the defence of the country might be counted 
among them. (Cheers.) He was not one of those who 
had any fear, whatever might be the result of the contest 
in the United States, that Great Britain would throw us 
off; but he believed that it was apart of our duty as good 
subjects, who valued our privileges, to make provision for 
our defence to the extent of our ability. He believed 
further, that in Great Britain, observing this to be our de- 
termination, the whole power of the empire, should occa- 
sion require, would be put forward to defend her colonies. 
He was not one of those who mistrusted the people of this 
Province. Let the men of Canada not forget that when 
the alarm of war broke out in 1812, when this Province 
was threatened with invasion, the people of New Bruns- 
wick raised a regiment w\i\o\i,«isxud suffering and privatu»i, 
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passed through the Northern snow, and fought and fell 
heroes by the side of the militia of Canada. Surely if any 
one doubted we might appeal to the memory of the im- 
mortal Brock to show that we were willing and able to 
defend ourselves. Separated, widely separated as we 
were, we might be easily destroyed ; but united, we should 

? resent a formidable front. We had territory enough. 
*he first House of Commons that was elected for these 
united provinces would represent 4,000,000 of people, a 
population equal to that of many of the states of Europe. 
It nad been well said that if some of those states which 
enjoyed an independent existence were thrown into one of 
the Canadian lakes, they would not make a ripple on the 
shore. (Laughter.) As in our Confederation local ques- 
tions would be left to the local legislatures, he had high 
hopes that in the general legislature the smaller politics 
woidd be forgotten, and that a desire for national honor 
would arise, without which national greatness could never 
be attained. Then we were to have intercolonial free 
trade. If the Lower Provinces could do Canada no other 
good in going into a Confederation with her, they could 
give her manufacturers a million new customers, while 
they themselves would open up a market with 4,000,000 
of people rapidly increasing in number. He did not feel 
disposed to detain the audience much longer, but he could 
not close without a few remarks on the future that lay 
before this country. Just imagine, when the whole terri- 
tory had become populated, when into this Confederation 
were thrown the colonies bej^ond the Kocky Mountains, 
that we should have one continuous flow of British blood 
and British feeling from ocean to ocean. Then we might 
anticipate that the whole trade of the world would pass 
through our territory to India and China and far off 
Japan. (Cheers.) In endeavoring to form this Confed- 
eration, in endeavoring to unite this country together, in 
endeavoring to promote the mutual good-will of these 
peoples, it appeared to him we were only carrying out the 
original designs of the settlers of this country. They de- 
sire to extend British freedom, British power, British 
institutions here, and we were now going to effect this 
great object, that object for which our fathers bled and 
died, (Uheers.) 

14 
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HoiL Mr. Cabteb, of Newfoundlaiid, was then called 

En, and said — ^Mr. Mayor and Grentlemen, I am highly 
used that my hon. friends from the other Provinces 
e given me a little breathing time. I intend now, 
with your permission, to offer a few observations for my- 
self and co-delegate of the colony of Newfoundland. 
Some of you may know something of that colony, but by 
the majority I fear that little information is possessed as 
to its capabilities. We have been placed, as it were, at 
the fag-end of this Confederation ; but in another sense our 
geographical position places us at the very commencement 
of it. We are, in truth, at the gate of entrance to the St. 
Lawrence, which leads on to your mighty inland waters. 
And without us, it is not too much to say that there would 
be no stability to this proposed Confederation. I have 
no doubt myself that when the celebrated navigator, 
Jacques Cartier, first touched at Newfoundland, when 
proceeding to the discovery of Canada, he formed an opin- 
ion that these sections of country must one day become 
united ; and in that point of view it is a pleasing thiag to 
know that one of his collateral descendants, the Attorney 
Greneral for Lower Canada, should take such a deep inter- 
est in the matter, with liis friends in the Administration, 
as to endeavor to carry out this union, wliich by many of 
us has been long sought for. (Cheers.) For myself, I 
would say, that I am not altogether unacquainted with 
Canada, having already paid some three or four visits to 
this Province, and most of our people know a little about 
it. There 1ms been within the last four years a growing 
desire that we should have moire intimate intercourse one 
with another — ^that we should, in fact, form part of a 
great whole. In the Conference held at Charlottetown 
we took no part ; we were not invited ; and the first invi- 
tation we had came from Canada, but a short time before 
our visit here. To show that we have long been alive to 
the advantages of union, I may mention that in 1858. 
when a despatch was received from the Government o^ 
Canada, requesting the Lower Provinces to co-operate in 
bringing at)Out a union, Newfoundland was the only 
colony which responded. (Cheers ) From that time up 
to the present we heard nothing further on the subject, 
but I think that when you shall have heard from me that 
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scarcely a day elapsed from the time the telegram was 
received in our colony until we were appointed to come to 
Quebec and started on our journey, you will admit that it 
is a proof of the deep interest our people have continued 
to take in this matter. (Cheers.) Newfoundland, as you 
are aware, is a commetcial place, and is not very celebrat- 
ed for its agricultural capabilities. The reason of this is, 
that the attention of our people has been chiefly taken up 
by the prosecution of the fisheries, which have been most 
valuable to the people along the coast, furnishing inex- 
haustible mines of wealth, froni which, from time to time, 
immensely large fortunes have been drawn. But unfortu- 
nately those who have amassed those fortunes have retired 
to spend them, not in the country, but in their mansioiis 
on the Clyde and the Thames ; and we hope that when 
this Confederation shall have been accomplished we shaQ 
not find our men of wealth deserting us and spending 
their money in the old country but remaining with us, 
finding there homes as congenial to their wishes as the 
mansions of Great Britain. On the subject of our terri- 
torial area, it will not be unimportant that I should say a 
few words, though I do not intend to go into elaborate 
statistics, as these were very well gone into by my hon. 
friend, Mr. Shea, in Montreal. He there stated that we 
were ready to receive from Canada to the extent of some 
five or six millions a year if we had increased facilities, 
and particularly increased shipping. He also shewed that 
our public debt is only £200,000 — that our exports always 
exceed our imports-^that we are able to raise within the 
colony every penny which is required for public purposes, 
and that our nve per cent, debentures are worth a premium 
of five per cent. (Hear, hear.) This is a good proof of 
the state of trade in this colony, and shews that we can 
come to join with you in the character, at any rate^ -of 
independence. !We have mutual wants, and may be of 
great benefit the one to tue other. You want the mari- 
time element, and we are able to give it to you. You 
may by and by require seamen, to mari your navy, and 
where will you be able to get them tnore readily than in 
Newfoutrdland ? A more hardy and eiiterprising people 
thati that colony oontaini are tiot to be foutid. From 
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their earliest days they hove been '\ rodked i^ ^heotadle 
of the deep." (Applause.) Great Britain has given lair^ 
bounties to create a nursery for her navy ; and there ,is 
no class of her subjects who stand more ready with willing 
hands and stout arms to come to her defence when neces- 
sary than the j)eople of Newfoundland. (Cheers.) Sir, 
the area of this country, so little known in Canada, is 
over 40,000 square miles, and that is no little to add, if 
anything were wanting to be added, to your present terri- 
tory. It is larger a great deal than New Brunswick ; it is 
larger theui Nova Scotia ; it is larger than either of the 
countries taken separately, of Englwd, Scotland, and Ire- 
land. And its resources, when developed, cannot fail to 
be of the greatest value. We have valuable mines of 
gold — I believe silver mines will be discovered, to be 
worked to advantage — ^and we have rich mines also of lead 
and copper. Will not all this, I may ask, be something 
to bring into the proposed Confederation as the free-wiU 
offering of NewfoundLand ? (Cheers.) Then, too, as I 
said before, we have our fisheries. We are 8upposed,'how- 
ever, to be almost altogether buried in fog, and when I 
meet with gentlemen cubroad, the .first thu^ tliey say, on 
hearing I come from Newfoundland, is, ** I beUeve you 
are notorious for fogs, and highly celebrated for fish and 
dogs.'' (Laughter.) I desire as far as possible tp dispel 
so erroneous an idea. These fogs do not, in truth, prevail 
more with us than in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, 
and I can assure you that in Newfoundland you will find 
as cloudless and as bright a sky, and that you can breathe 
there as free and dry an atmosphere, as in any part of the 
known world. (Cheers.) Many of you mav think that 
this subject is becoming thread-bare from bein^ so fre- 
quently spoken about ; but my excuse for mentioning it 
again is that the magnitude of the questign is such that it 
cannot be too frequently referred to, provided one does not 
trespass on the time of others. Now the reception — ^the 
enthusiastic reception — of last night, and. magnificent 
entertainment to-day, are strong proofs of tlie deep inter- 
est taken in this question in Canada. We do not come 
here as distinguished men — ^we do not come with titles, or 
honors— we do not qome ennobled; but we oome as 
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teotber colonists on our {peaceful mission, proclaiming the 
desire' of oar people tJO unite their destinies with yours. 
(Oheers.) We knew that you would receive us for the 
cause, and. tfo stronger proof could be given us of the deep- 
rootied feeling which prevails in this Province, in favol- of 
union, than is afforded by these receptions. We come 
here representing all shades of politics — ^my co-delegate 
from the Opposition and myself from the Government. 
Wie^breik all distinctions of party down for this occasion, 
and I hope for ever. (Cheers.) If you were to ask 
me by what diflferences we are kept asunder in Newfound- 
land, I confess I should have great difficulty in telling you ; 
and were the same question to be put to my other friends 
from the other Maritime Provinces, T fancy the response 
wwid he thfe same. I hope sincerely if this Confederation 
is fomiiBd, that it vrfU tend to do away with this petty 
party spirit tind those prejudices, and that acerbity of feet 
irig which at one time was characteristic of us ; for we 
generally find that the intensity of the acerbity is propor- 
tionate to the narrowness of our limits. (Applause.) 
Arid what do we find here ? Do we not find here, as 
Everywhere else, a combination of men who, like ourselves, 
are of different shades of politics, but who have united 
together tb promote the same reform ? Have you not the 
iablest men frofii.both sides of the House represented in 
the AdministratioriV Combining together to carry out this 
noble object ? They iare no longer fighting as the "ins'* and 
the "outs,'^ but striving to promote the go5i of the country. 
In such an atrangement as is here proposed, we must 
necessftrily lose some of oiir individualism ; but if we do 
we look fbrward to larger and brightet and greater pros- 
pects — ^we look to your glory aiidf t6 our ofWn. We tnow 
that* as ybd advance We must advance, and that if you fell 
ye ar6 m danger 'of falling too. When we blend all our 
interests togethei*, and become as one, we know that what- 
ever honor and gloiy you may obtain will be refiected on 
us as w^U ; and fOr these results, I care not for giving iip 
what is palled part of our individualism. [After thankHg 
the Coihpatty for = the toast, and makitig jiionie pleasant 
ftilusidns, in reference to the ladies, the honorable gentle- 
man te^iried'hi^ seat amidst great cheering.] 
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The Hon. Edwabd Palmsb, Attorney Qeneral of 
Prince Edward Island, rose on behalf of that Colony to 
reply to the toast He was well received on rising. He 
begged the company, on behalf of himself, and ms col- 
leagues who there represented it, to accept his acknow- 
ledgements for the very flattering saannQr in which the 
health of the delegated gentlemen had been proposed and 
received by the Assembly ; and proceeded to say :— ^The 
Island from which I came is but a small country, a^d it 
requires perhaps little to be said in its behalf ; and it in 
fortunate it is so, as the tank has fallen upon one so inca- 
pable of doing it But notwithstanding I shall say a few 
words, and in speaking of the Island, I am at first remind- 
ed of a very facetious remark, of a gentleman, whom I 
trust you all know — and that is no other than Mr. lyArcy 
McGlee — when speaking of Prince JJdward Island. * * Now," 
this witty gentleman said, *' don't you be too boastful 
about your little island ; don't let us hear /so much about 
it, or we will send down a little tug boat and draw vou up 
into one of our lakes, where we will leave you to tase care 
of yourselves." (Laughter.]) Perhaps if this did happen — 
if you did bring our Uttle island here, we would not have 
much reason in many respects to regret the exchange. 
(Hear, hear.) We are an agricultural community, as you 
are all aware ; and although not a very great one, yet we 
can send away a million and a half bv^shels of oats in one 
year, still leaving enough for ' our own use. Now, as to 
the proposed union. Your friends came down, and we 
listened to themj and .we resolved since then that there 
should be aa Union. (Applause.). In the first place, we 
resolved that the Union should be, as far as the circum- 
stances of the country would permit, in accordance with 
the British Constitution. (Cheers.) The Provinces were 
unanimous in this. We then resolved that each of the 
Colonies should preserve its peculiar privileges and insti- 
tutions, and that there should be no; higher power to 
interfere with them. (Applause.) We next agreed that 
as far as possible the debts of the colonies should be dealt 
with fairly and equally, and that the tariffs should be equal 
throughout. We next agreed that as regarded the outside 
world we should, between and amongst ourselves, eiyoy 
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free trade. (Applause.^ I confess that in my Province 
there was at first no little anxiety with regard to this 
proposition, because we stand at present as happy and 
contented a people as any of the British Provinces. 
Yet I hesitate not to say that from all that has been 
witnessed by the Delegates representing that Island, 
they will not hesitate to recommend to their people the 

Et Union which I hope soon to see accomplished. 
3ers.) We have come here and been delighted with 
mterprise of your people. We have become acquaint- 
ed with your vast resources — ^the great perfection of your 
machinery — ^the great process of arts and manufactures 
among you. (Applause.) Even to-day we were surprised 
to witaess the admirable institutions of learning which 
you have among you, and had great pleasure in inspecting 
the minuticB oi the operations. We saw your wqalthy 
merchants, your happy enterprising men making their 
fortunes — all convincing us that this country is one with 
which we need not be afraid to throw in our lot. (Cheers.) 
It is not the great hospitality alone that we have met with 
since we entered within your borders — ^it is not the kind- 
ness which we have received individually or collectively 
from the people of this Province — ^that causes us to desire 
to come into this union ; your excellent institutions of all 
kinds, and your progress in everything that goes to make 
up a great country, impel us to such a desirable consum- 
mation — ^to form part of the great empire or colony, or 
whatever you choose to call it, which is to be constructed 
out of these provinces of British America, sharing the 
glories of the mother country, which we all desire to see 
perpetuated and increased. (Cheers.) 

The Chairman then said he had pleasure in introducing 
a gentleman from the Far West, who would speak to the 
Bed Eiver interests. He called on Mr. James Boss. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr. Boss rose and said : — Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gen- 
tlemen, — I feel that I owe you an apology for intruding 
upon your time this evening ; but seeing tibat you have ho 
kmdly received the toast of the North- West, I, as the only 
representative of that region, feel myself obliged to resijond. 
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Mr. Mayor, the people of the country which I represent 
have been hitherto little heard of, but they must neverthe- 
less be taken into account in the scheme of Confederation 
which has, for some time past, been under consideration. 
In all the meetings hitherto held a great deal has been 
said with reference to the resources, the progress, the char- 
acter and standing of the various colonies represented in 
the Conference ; but for the first time the Far West is 
formally recognised. The people of Bed Biver cannot 
pretend to compete in point of numbers with any of the 
other members of the Confederation ; but the extent and 
intrinsic value of that country must make up for want of 
population and the other symptoms of material. progress. 
We have about 10,000 of a white population ; 15,000. of a 
half caste ; and 40,000 Indians. The government of the 
country is in the hands of the Hudson Bay Company, and 
is of an extremely primitive and patriarchal character. 
This government it is none of my duty, at the present time, 
to criticise; but I may say that it is anything but favora- 
ble to the progress of that country. To many in this vast 
assemblage it may be something new to state that the 
countiy of which I now speak is three millions of square 
miles in extent Two-thirds of that may be too cold for 
ordinary agricultural purposes, but the southern portion, 
which embraces about one-third of the whole or one mil- 
lion of square miles, is eminently adapted for settlement, 
and I wisli the faetto go far and wide as authentic and 
reliable. Being a native of that region, and a representa- 
tive in an ethnological as well as a geographical sense, I 
beg to express my great pleasure in seeing this measure 
of Confederation likely to be consummated, for I believe 
it will benefit the North West. Apart from the extent of the 
country, its intrinsic value forms an important element. 
It is capable of sustaining a vast population, because ex- 
tensive and fertile. For over 150 miles width along the 
boundary line there is as habitable a country as can be 
found on the surface of the globe. The climate has been 
represented by exploring expeditions sent from England 
and from this country as very similar to that of Canada. 
I know for a certainty that it is, on the whole, colder ; it is 
also more uniform and reliable. The air may be cold, 
but it IB bracing and healthy. In trQL\^,\\> \& ^ moEt sala* 
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briouB climate. Apart from the fertility of the soil, a 
source of livelihood to immigrants would be the fish afford- 
ed by the waters of the country. There is abundance of 
white fish, pike, gold-eyes, perch, sturgeon, &c. — not an 
unimportant consideration in a new region. And the 
channels which contribute so much to the sustenance of 
an immigrant population also afford the means of internal 
navigation. The Bed Kiver district is thoroughly con- 
nect^ with all the parts of that vast region. Sy means 
of Lake Winnipeg it is connected with Nelson Kiver, 
whicb flows into Hudson's Bay ; connected with the Sas- 
katchewan^ which leads from near the Bocky Mountains ; 
Qonhected by the Winnipeg and Bainjr rivers with Lake 
Wiunijpeg; and connected, lastly, with the interior of 
Ijlinnesiota near the sources of the Mississippi. There is, 
in'd^, over the whole country a vast network, of excellent 
water communication, well adapted for commercial pur- 
pose's. And then allow me to say before this distinguished 
assemblage that the North-west has mineral resources of 
great value. Between Lake Superior and Bed Biver 
there are extensive copper mines, and still more extensive 
ones are to be found along the Arthabasca and the Mac- 
kenzie Bpivers. Coal mines, moreover, abound on the Sas- 
katchewan, and on the branches which flow into the 
Assiniboine. Gold, too, has been found in the Saskatche- 
wan region, and in such quantities elsewhere also, that 
there cannot be the least doubt of the auriferous character 
of that country. From $5 to $15 per day are being made, 
and every successive discovery only satisfies me more and 
more that the whole country abounds in gold, and that 
time, alone is requisite to develope its resources in respect 
of minerals. In conclusion, allow me, a native of the Bed 
Biver country, and its sole representative here — to express 
the deep gratification I feel in having that part oi the 
country so prominently brought before the attention of 
the delegatei^ froni the Lower Provinces ; and allow me to 
express the hope that in the scheme now being devised, 
the vast extent, the resources, the capabilities and the 
value of the North-west may be fully remembered. There 
is A country there to which the over-crowded populations 
of Eiu'dpean countries may resort and find a comfortable , 
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The Chairman then proposed " Her Majesty's Ministers." 
The toast was drank with every demonstration of enthu- 
siasm. 

Hon. George Brown, on rising to respond, was received 
with enthusiastic cheering. He said — ^Mr. Mayor and 
Gentlemen, I desire to return you the hearty thanks of 
my colleagues and myself for the manner in which you 
have received this toast. It is an old sa^g, that Eng- 
land loves not coalitions — and I am sure if the adage is 
true of England, it is doubly true of Canada. And I am 
free to say now as I have always said, that, except under 
the pressure of a most grave and urgent necessity, the 
combining of public men of opposite jpolitical sentiments 
to form a Government, under the Bntish Parliamentary 
system, is very strongly to be deprecated. (Hear, hear.) 
But if ever there wais a coalition that had a sufficient object 
to justify- its formation, I do think it is that Administra- 
tion which I represent here to-day. (Cheers.) The present 
Administration was formed for a special purpose — ^for a 
great public end — it was formed in the light of day — ^its 
whole object and end was fuUy and openly proclaimed to 
the world — and no charge of intrigue or desire for personal 
aggrandisement could with justice be laid at the door of 
any party to the compact. (Hear, hear.) But, Mr. 
Mayor, if any defence were required, if it were necessary 
to offer any justification for the formation of the coalition — 
I think we offer it to you abundantly here to-day, in the 
remarkable scene now before you, as the practical result 
of our three months' labors. (Great cheermg.) Formed 
though the coalition was of very incongruous materials — 
this much can most truly be said of it, that so far it has ra- 
ized and more than realized all the results that at its 
creation were anticipated from it. (Cheers.) It will be 
recollected that Parliament adjourned immediately after 
the coalition was formed, and very eoon after the adjourn- 
ment the Government opened communiciations with the 
Lower Provinces. It is well known that the politi(»l 
party with which I have the honor to be associated did 
not view a federation of all the Provinces with that degree 
of confidence with which it was regarded by a portion of 
our opponentB. Not that any oi v\a deen^ed it an objec- 
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tionlbble thing thut all the British American Froyinces 
should be united. On the contrary, I think no public 
man in Canada, aspiring to the position of a statesman, 
could have looked at the position of these great and 
increasing colonies without descrying in the future their 
aseoeiation together for purposes of defence and commerce, 
as an inevitable and desirable event destined at some day 
to be accomplished. (Cheers.) But while we all saw 
ai^d acknowledged this, some of us felt at the same time 
tiiat we had practical difficulties, which there was an 
urgent necessity should be promptly and efficiently met — 
and we were ill content to have our hands tied up from 
dealing with those great evils while waiting for a scheme, 
dependent on so many different Provinces, and that might 
be ppstppned for many years to come. When, therefore, 
the Government was formed, it was upon the express un- 
derstanding that the constitutional difficulties of Canada 
should be met immediately — ^that a measure for that pur- 
pose should be submitted to Parliament at its first session 
•^and that in the meantime we should strive with all our 
energies to ascertain whether or not a just and satisfactory 
arrangement for the union of all the British American 
Provinces could be effected, so that we might present it 
at the coming session of Parliament in lieu of the lesser 
scheme. And, sir, the best proof that could be given of 
the zeal with which we have executed our work is to be 
found in the assemblage before you to-day of gentlemen 
from all sections of the British American Provinces — ^gen- 
tlemen representing all the different political parties of 
their several sections. I had proposed to enter at some 
length into the details of the great scheme of union which 
has been elaborated by the Conference, but time is passing 
swiftly, and it is obvious that to our friei;ids from the 
Maritime Provinces belongs the speaking on such an 
occasion as this. My colleague, Mr. Gait, and myself, you 
have all the time with you, but our friends from the Lower 
Provinces you may not have another opportunity of hear- 
ing until the union has been consuuiinated — an event 
wmch, let us fondly hope, is not far distant. (Cheers.) 
However, as briefly as I can I shall endeavor to glance at 
our proceedings of the last few weeks, so as to convey at 
VsMb s^ general idea of the scheme which has been. wxL^vsi.- 
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mously adopted by the Conference. Everyone is MrsatB 
that at the very time the present Goverament wa* formed 
a conference of delegates from the Maritime Provinces was 
about to be held, for the purpose of considering the pro- 
priety of uniting Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince 
Edward Island under one Government. Instantly we 
opened communications with the Governments of these 
Provinces, asking to be permitted to send representatives 
to their Conference — and in the kindest and most prompt 
manner they sent us a hearty welcome to their meeting. 
We arrived at Charlottetown on the 1st September, and 
moat kindly and hospitably 'were we received. We were 
invited to take seats in the Conference and to address its 
members, and we at once proceeded to open up to them 
the object of our mission. What we said to them was 
this — **We in Canada have had serious sectional differ- 
ences ; but at last we have agreed to a settlement of our 
troubles on a basis just and equitable to all sections of 
our country ; we are about to frame a new constitution, 
which will be acceptable to the great mass of our people ; 
and it has occurred to us, on hearing that you too were 
considering a change of your constitution, whether it would 
not be well for us all to sit down togiether, and ccmsider 
how far it would be for the welfare and good government 
of our Provinces were we to unite them all under one sys- 
tem of government." Well, Sir, we did sit down together 
— ^we discussed the whole subject in all its bearings — we 
looked at it from every point of view — and after eight or 
ten days' deliberation we came to the unanimous conclu- 
sion that if the details could be settled upon a basis just 
to all, it would be for the advantage of the whole of thesQ 
Provinces that we should be united. (Loud cheers.) Per- 
haps I should state that we from Canada were not content 
with mere argument in coming to this conclusion — ^fpr we 
passed through a large portion of the Lower Prpvincfes; 
and saw with our own eyes the fairness of the land. . Otir 
first visit was to the beautiful Island of Princie' Edward, 
and I think my friend Mr. Palmer did no more t^F^arif jus- 
tice in what he said of his Island homQ— for ia-xncore 
delightful spot, a spot m()re likely to beconie ere long 
the Isle of Wight of the American conti)ii?nt, it were im- 
possible to &nd. (Cheers.) A.Tida;&«v]4^«LVj^\ife»Pttmn^ 
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will not be long united before the health and pleasure- 
seeking portion of our people will be finding their way in 
thousands annually to her shores. (Cheers.) From Char- 
loltetown we proceeded by steamer to Pictou — the chief 
shipping-port of the great Nova Scotia coal-beds. We 
examined the works of one company, conducted on a very 
extensive scale. Under the able management of Mr. Scott, 
the products of that one mine had, we were assured, in the 
short space of five years, been increased from 150 tons per 
day to the vast quantity of 2,000 tons per day. (Hear, 
hear.) We found lying at the wharves of Pictou not 
fewer than from 60 to 80 vessels taking in coal ; and we 
were told that frequently not fewer than 100 coal vessels 
were waiting for cargoes in the harbor. Let it be remem- 
bered that this is a trade which has only begun to be 
efficiently developed, and that from Pictou is shipped off 
the products of but a small portion of the vast coal district 
of ISova Scotia. From Pictou we passed on for a^out 
forty miles through a picturesque agricultural country to 
the town of Truro. There we found iron claimed to be 
equal to the best Swedish iron, and works established by 
an English company for the manufacture pf steel, turning 
out, as we were assured, not less than 15,000 tons per 
annum of excellent steel. We were told that this valuable 
iron ore extends over a very large section of the country, 
and I believe that the geological surveys that have been 
made prove the accuracy of the statement. From Truro 
a rapid ride over the rail brought us to the gold country, 
and we were afforded ample opportunity of examining the 
working of the gold mines. The general impression of 
this branch of industry is that it is a species of gambling 
— that the gold-seekers dig up sand, pass it through a 
sieve, get little or nothing for their labor for many days 
togettier, but some lucky day make a hit and realize a for- 
tune. But very different from this are the gold mines of 
Nova Scotia, The precious ore is obtained regularly and 
certainly by patient and persistent labor. We found 200 
persons employed at the mines we visited, getting at that 
time $8 a week, the whole weekly expenses being $1,600, 
and in 14 successive weeks the product of the works had 
been not less than |3000 a week, and sometimes consider- 
. ably mai». We were assured by the intelligent superin- 
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tendent that the gold bearing region extends over an im- 
mense tract of country — that ne had been to many of the 
other gold works, and while some of them might De more 
and others less productive than his own, still he was satis- 
fied that, properly worked, the whole of them might be 
made to give an ample return for the capital and labor 
invested. We thus found Nova Scotia to be a land of 
coal, of iron, and of gold. We saw these great sources of 
wealth in practical development, all within the brief space 
of twenty-four hours — ^and when we couple with these the 
exhaustless fishing resources of that country, and its ship- 
building industry, I think my friend Mr. McCuUy was 
not far astray in suggesting that if Nova Scotia comes in- 
to the union she will not by any means come in empty- 
handed. (Cheers.) We proceeded next to Halifiaix, a 
most thriving city, and one of the first harbors of the 
world, but on our doings there I need not enlarge, for who 
does not know the enterprise and the hospitality of the 
good citizens of Halifax ? From Nova Scotia we pro- 
ceeded to the Province of New Brunswick, and there we 
saw St. John, a city of which, as British Americans, we 
may all well be proud ; a city showing marked evidences 
of vitality — extensive commerce, large ship-buildinff inter- 
ests, lucrative timber-trade — and a harbor filled with 
ships from all parts of the world. (Cheers.) From St. 
John we passed by the beautiful St. John Eiver to Fred- 
ericton, the political capital of New Brunswick, and we 
were one and all highly delighted with what we saw of the 
resources of the country through which we passed. Want 
of time forbade our visiting the Island of Newfoundland, 
but I am satisfied that no one who has read anything as 
to the resources of that Island will say that my friend Mr. 
Carter has over-stated its capabilities. The fishing and 
the mineral resources are veiy great — a vast fleet of ships 
is constantly employed in the trajfic — and the revenues of 
the Island are very large. But even beyond these, as 
arguments in favor of its coming into the proposed union, 
is this consideration: that Newfoundland is the key to 
the St. Lawrence, and in the event of war would be abso- 
lutely necessary to us for purposes of oflence and defence. 
(Hear, hear.) You will therefore understand, Sir, that 
the members of th« Cana^u QcOYenunjQut all reti^ad to 
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this country vnth a most earnest desire to carry out the 
union of Canada with the Maritime Provinces, if it could 
possibly be accomplished. In this spirit we at once 
sought the aid of his Excellency the Governor General, in 
summoning a formal conference for the mature considera- 
tion of articles of union ; and I cannot mention his Excel- 
lency's name without expressing my sense of the debt the 
country owes him for the earnestness with which he has 
sought to promote this measure and the hearty desire he 
has ever shown to give effect to the wishes of the people 
of this Province. (Cheers.) His Excellency, without 
delay, summoned a Conference of representatives from 
the several Governments, and the late sittings at Quebec 
were the result of that summons. For sixteen days we 
were earnestly engaged in considering all the details of 
the scheme ; and though, of course, it was impossible that 
such a body of men comd be without differences of opinion, 
looking at matters as we did from different points of view, 
and with different interests to protect — still it is highly 
questionable whether any body of thirty-three gentlemen, 
even if composed of men of the same country and the same 
party, could have sat together for so long a period discus- 
sing matters of such grave importance, with more entire 
harmony and more thorough good-will and respect than 
prevailed throughout the whole of our deliberations. 
(Cheers.) The various details of the Confederation scheme 
weriB brought up for consideration by the Conference in 
the form of resolutions. These resolutions were separately 
discussed, amended, and adopted ; and as finally adopted 
by the imanimous consent of the whole Conference they 
now stand on record. (Cheers.) The precise course here- 
after to be adopted has not yet been finally settled, but the 
first step in any case is to submit the results of our official 
deliberations to the Imperial Government. The next step 
that will probably be taken is to submit the scheme to the 
Legislatures of the different Provinces for their approval, 
and in the interim to address Her Majesty and the two 
Houses of Parliament, pi:aying for an Act of the Imperial 
Legislature to give effect to the resolutions of the Confer- 
ence, which Act will be and remain the foundation of our 
SDlitical system — ^the Constitution under which the new 
onfederation will be brought into existence. Sir, it ought 
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ever to be borne in mind, that when we came together to 
consider the details of the new constitution we were about 
to frame there were very many interests to be considered. 
In the first place, we had to consider that this country is 
of immense extent, presenting a vast variety of interests, 
great and small, for which it would be exceedingly diffi- 
cult for any one body of men to legislate. And in the 
second place, even had it been desirable to govern so vast 
a country by one Executive and Legislature, it would 
have been impossible to carry it, as our Lower Canadian 
fellow-subjects would never have consented to it. As the 
only practicable scheme, therefore, and as in my humble 
opinion the best scheme, we adopted the plan of constitut- 
ing a general Administration and general Legislature, to 
which should be committed matters common to all the 
Provinces, and local Governments and Legislatures for 
the several sections, to which should be committed mat- 
ters peculiar to their several localities. I know there are 
those who say — ^' Oh I we do not like a federal union, we 
want a legislative union which will bring us all under one 
legislature and executive.'' But setting aside the fact 
that this could not have been carried had it been ever so 
desirable, I do think the sectional jealousies and discords 
that have so long distracted Canada should stand out as a 
warning to us, and that we should diligently steer clear in 
the larger federation of whatever has tended to mar the 
harmony of our present union. And in this view I am 
persuaded that, by committing all purely local matters 
to local control, we will secure the peace and permanence 
of the new Confederation much more effectualljr than 
could possibly have been hoped ifor from a Legislative 
Union. I am sure it is unnecessary to say that the 
Governor-General of the United Provinces is to be 
appointed, as heretofore, by the Crown. The duration of 
Parliament will be limited to five years, and of course it 
will be composed of two branches — a Legislative Council 
appointed by the Government of the day on the principle 
of equality of the sections, and a House of Commons, in 
which we are to obtain that so long desired, so long earn- 
estly contended for reform — Kepresentation by Population. 
(Great cheering.) Objections will no doubt be urged 
agaiaat the manner iu which the Upper House is to be 
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constituted, especially by those who would prefer that 
the members of that body should be elected rather than 
appointed. But I do confess, Sir, that in my opinion an 
appointed Upper House and an elected Lower House 
would be much more in harmony with the spirit of the 
British Parliamentary system than two elected bodies. 
(Cheers.) I was one of those who, at the time the change 
was made from an appointed House to an elected House, 
renisted the innovation. Not because I was at all afraid 
of popular influence, but because I felt that while the 
Lower House controlled the Government of the day, and 
the Government of the day appointed the members of the 
Upper House, the people had full and efficient control 
over the public affairs of the country. But I am free to 
admit this, and I say it with the greatest pleasure — that 
the apprehension I and others entertained of a collision 
between the two elective bodies, and a dead-lock ensuing, 
has not been realised. I am bound to say that under the 
operation of the elective principle, we have had a body of 
men sent to the Upper House who would do honor to any 
Legislature in the world, and who have worked with a 
de^ee of harmony and a desire to benefit the country 
which have been really admirable. But we cannot forget 
that when a new power first passes into the hands of the 
people, great sensitiveness and care are exhibited in acting 
upon it— much more than when the new power has lost 
its freshness, and its exercise sinks down into a thing of 
every day wont. The Elective Upper House has not long 
existed in Canada. Besides, when the elected Councillors 
first took their seats, they found already in the Chamber 
a large number of old, appointed members, who, no doubt, 
exerted a certain degree of influence over their proceed- 
ings ; and the question, I think, fairly presents itself 
whether, when the elective system had gone on for a num- 
ber of years, and the appointed members had all disap- 
peared, two elective chambers, both representing the 
people, and both claiming to have control over the public 
finances, would act together with the harmony necessary 
to the right working of Parliamentary Government. (Hear, 
hear.) And there is still another objection to elective 
Councillors. The electoral divisions are necessarily of 
tnonmoos extent — some of them IQQ iml^% ViitL^\s^^ 
16 
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wide — so large that the candidates have great diffictiltj in 
obtaining |>erBonal access to the electors, and the expense 
of election is so great as to banish from the House all who 
are not able to pay very large sums for the possession of a 
seat. From all these considerations, it did appear to me 
when our friends of Lower Canada, who were most inter- 
ested in the constitution of the Upper Chamber, desired 
to have the members appointed by the Crown, that acting 
in the interest of Upper Canada it was my duty to consent. 
The Chamber is to consist of 76 members, distributed as 
follows : — 

Upper Canada 24 

Lower Canada 24 

Nova Scotia 10 

New Brunswick 10 

Newfoundland 4 

Prince Edward Island 4 • 

Total 76 

I am told that there are persons who object to Lower 
Canada, with so much smaller a population, receiving 
equal representation with Upper Canada in the Upper 
House; but a little reflection will, I am persuaded, 
remove all objections on this score. I am one of those 
who have always stood firmly up for the rights of the 
Western section of the Province. But now that our 
rights are admitted — ^now that we are seeking a compro- 
mise measure for the final settlement of all our troubles — 
now that we are seeking to build up a new constitution 
that will be just to all — I for one am ready to cast aside 
old feelings of hostility, and to consider not only what will 
be abstractly just, but what will carry with it the hearty 
sympathy and assent of all the parties to the new compact, 
and lay the foundations of our new fabric deep and per- 
manent. I could not but feel that having obtained for 
Upper Canada that just preponderance in the Lower 
Chamber for which we have so long contended, we ought 
to allow the gentlemen from Lower Canada, so long as no 
flagrant injustice was done, to frame the constitution of 
the other Chamber very much as they chose. In the 
view taken of this matter by the Lower Canadians, all our 
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friends from the Maritime Provinces entirely agreed. The 
House of Commons, as I have said, is to be constituted on 
the basis of Kepresentation by Population. It is to be 
composed at first of 194 members, distributed as follows : — 

Upper Canada 82 

Lower Canada 65 

Nova Scotia 19 

New Brunswick 15 

Newfoundland 8 

Prince Edward Island 5 

Total 194 

After each decennial census the sectional representation is 
to be re-adjusted according to population — and for this 
purpose Lower Canada is always to have 65 members, and 
the other sections are to receive the exact number of 
members to which they will be severally entitled in the 
same ratio of representation to population as Lower 
Canada will enjoy by having 65 members. Thus the 
representation will be strictly based on population — the 
disparity of population between the several sections will 
be accurately provided for every ten years — but the num- 
ber of members in the House will not be much increased, 
I come now. Sir, to the powers and duties proposed to 
be assigned to the General Grovernment. It is to have 
control over all questions of trade and commerce; all 
questions of currency, finance and coinage; all questions 
of navigation and shipping, and the fisheries ; all ques- 
tions of defence and militia, all matters connected with 
the postal service, and all questions affecting the criminal 
law. To it will belong the imposition of customs and 
excise duties, and all other modes of taxation — the con- 
struction of great public works of common benefit to all 
the Provinces — and the incorporation of Telegraph, 
Steamship, and Railway Companies. It will also have 
control of Banks and Savings Banks, Bills of Exchange 
and Promissory Notes, Interest and Legal Tenders, Bank- 
ruptcy and Insolvency, Copyright and Patents of Inven- 
tion, Naturaliziition and Aliens, Marriage and Divorce, 
Immigration and Quarantine, Weights and Measures, 
Indians and Indian Lands, the Census, and geuerally all 



196 UNION OF THX BBITI8H PBOTIKCBI. 

matters of a general character not specially assigned to 
the local governments. These are the duties proposed to 
be assigned to the Greneral Government. 

And now one word as to the constitution and powers of 
the local governments. It is propose i that each JProvince 
shall be presided over by a Lieutenant Governor, who 
will be advised by the heads of the various public depart- 
ments. As to the constitution of the local legislatures we 
found there was so much difference of opinion on the 
subject — some of the Provinces desiring to retain their 
present institutions while we in Canada must necessarily 
establish new ones, that we thought it the wisest plan to 
leave the constitution of the local legislatures to the exist- 
ing Parliaments of the different sections. The powers 
and duties of the local governments have been clearly 
defined by the Conference. They are to have the power 
ot imposing direct taxation — the sale and management of 
the public lands in their respective sections — the mainte- 
nance and management of Prisons, Hospitals, Asylums, 
and charitable institutions — the construction of local 
works — the promotion of agriculture — and the imposition 
of shop, saloon, tavern, and auction licenses. The control 
of all the National Schools and school property is to be 
vested in the local governments ; and they are to have 
authority over Municipal Corporations, and all municipal 
matters. They are also to have power to make laws in 
all matters affecting property and civil rights, and for the 
administration of justice. And generally, while on the 
one hand, as we have already seen, all matters of a general 
character and common to all the Provinces are to be com- 
mitted to the general government ; so, on the other hand, 
all matters of a local character will be committed to the 
local governments. The separate powers to be exercised 
by each will be clearly defined in the Constitution Act 
to be passed by the British Parliament, so that there will 
be no danger of the two bodies coming into collision In 
thus defining the functions of the general and local gov- 
ernments, it will, no doubt, be objected that we have 
committed certain matters of an important character to the 
local bodies which ihe people of Upper Canada would 
have been well content to have seen left to the general 
^rernment. But if the details of the scheme are closely 
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examined, it will be seen that we have given nothing to 
the local bodies which did not necessarily belong to the 
localities, except education and the rights of property, and 
the civil law, which we were compelled to leave to the local 

£)vemments, in order to afford that protection which the 
ower Canadians claim for their language and their laws, 
and their peculiar institutions. I am sure we are all glad 
that they should have that securitJ^ I am sure, notwith- 
standing all that may have been said to the contrary, that 
none of us have had any desire to interfere with the mere 
local institutions of our fellow-subjects of Lower Canada — 
and that it will be held as a sufficient answer to all objec- 
tors that the arrangement has been made in a spirit of 
justice to Lower Canada, and with the view of securing 
hereafter that harmony and accord which are so desirable 
in the fixture government of the country. (Cheers.) 

There is one point to which I am desirous of calling 
particular attention. I refer to the fact that in framing 
our constitution we have carefully avoided what has 
proved a great evil in the United States, and that is the 
acknowledgment of an inherent sovereign 'power in the 
separate States, causing a collision of authority between 
the general and State governments, which, in times of 
trial like the present, has been found to interfere gravely 
with the efficient administration of public affairs. In the 
government to be formed under this new constitution, I 
believe it will be found we have avoided that difficulty. 
For, while we have committed to the local governments 
all that necessarily and properly belongs to the localities, 
we have reserved for the general government all those 
powers which will enable the legislative and administra- 
tive proceedings of the central authority to be carried out 
with a firm lumd. With this view we have provided that 
the whole of the Judges throughout the Confederation — 
those of the County Courts as well as of the Superior 
Courts — are to be appointed and paid by the general gov- 
ernment We have also provided that the general Parlia- 
ment may constitute a General Appeal Court, to which an 
appeal will lie from the decisions of all the Provincial 
Courts. We have likewise provided that the general 
government shell be specially charged with the perform- 
aooe of all obligations of the Fioy\TiQ^^%»» ^^dK\» ^S. ^Qcta^ 
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British Empire, to foreign countries.' I may mention 
also that the Lieutenant Governors of the different 
sections are to be appointed by the general government, 
and that the power of disallowing all Bills passed by the 
local legislatures is to be vested in the Governor General 
in Council. In this way we will have a complete chain 
of authority, extending down from Her Majesty the Queen 
to the basis of our political fabric. The Queen will appoint 
the Governor Greneral. The Governor General in Council 
will appoint the Lieutenant Governors. And the Lieuten- 
ant Governors will be advised by Heads of Departments 
responsible to the people. Thus we will have the general 
government working in harmony with the local Executives 
and in hearty accord with popular sentiment as expressed 
through the people's representatives. (Cheers.) A very im- 
portant subject is that relating to the finances of the Feder- 
ation ; but as my hon. friend, Mr. Gait, is about to address 
you, I will leave this branch of the subject to him. (Cries 
of "Go on !") I may briefly, however, say this, that all 
the debts and, assets of the different Provinces are to be 
assumed by the general government. It has been found 
that, with the exception of Newfoundland and Prince 
Edward Island, the debts of the several Provinces are 
much the same in proportion to their population. New- 
foundland and Prince Edward Island have, however, 
scarcely any debt at all, and we found a difficulty in 
associating Provinces which were free from debt with 
those that owed large public obligations. But we fell 
upon this plan. We istruck an average of the debts <rf the 
several Provinces — and we agreed that those whose debts 
exceeded the average should pay interest at five per cent 
annually into the public exchequer, while those whope 
debts were below the average should receive interest in like 
manner from the public chest--a basis just to all. Then it 
was found that while some of the Provinces could main- 
tain their local governments without money from the 
public chest, there were other Provinces not accustcwned 
to direct taxation, and in order to meet their views, we 
were compelled to adopt a compromise. I hope the day 
is not far distant when we may be able to adopt direct 
taxation to a much greater extent than we have yet seen 
2Q Canada— but at preBeut it^^ "^^x^ ^^^i^ ^^.Cktife- 
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deration could not be carried out unless we conceded this 
point. We agreed to compromise. We made the 
JBlnance Minister of each section go carefully over the 
public expenditures of his Province, and cut down every 
item to the lowest point practicable, and we found that 
the smallest sum for which the machinery of government 
in the Provinces could be carried on was $2,633,000. 
This sum is to be distributed annually as a full and final 
settlement for local purposes in the Provinces, and I am 
happy to say it is to be distributed on the basis of popula- 
tion. As our population in Upper Canada is very large, 
of course we get a handsome share. The principle is so 
just that I do not see how any one can reasonably object 
to it ; and as the sum distributed is not to increase, a very 
few years of progress will make it of comparative unim- 
portance. There is a very pleasing feature in the finance 
question. A Confederation of five states is about to be 
formed, and it is to th(? credit of the whole that not one of 
them has ever been unable to meet its obligations to. the 
day — (cheers) — and still further, that the finances of all 
aire now in such a satisfactory Condition that every one of 
them has a large surplus of revenue over expenditure for 
the current year. (Cheers.) 

I have thus, Mr. Mayor, as briefly as possible traced 
the outlines of the new constitution which has received 
the approval of the delegates from the several Provinces. 
But I cannot conclude without referring to some other 
things which have received the grave attention of the 
Conference. And the first point to which I desire to call 
attention is the fact that the delegates have unanimously 
resolved that the United Provinces of British America 
shall be placed at the earliest moment in a thorough state 
of defence. (Cheers.) I am not one of those who con- 
ceive that Canada stands in danger of attack from our 
neighbors across the lines. I cannot doubt that they have 
plenty of work already on their hands without rushing on 
fresh embroilments — ^^nd I confess that, notwithstanding 
the fierce ebullitions of the American press, I have faith 
in the good sense and good feeling of our neighbors to 
believe that the idea of an unproyoKed aggression on the 
soil of Canada never seriously, entered the minds of . ajoy 
large number of the inhabitants of the ^ititi^^ta S^tfti^L 
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Bat oome war when it may^ I am sore I speak the lenli* 
menta of every man in Upper Canada when I say Hiat tho 
first hostile foot placed upon our shores would be the sig* 
nal and the summons for every man capable of bearing 
arms to meet the enemy — (enthusiastic cheering) — ana 
that the people of Canada would show, in the hour of 
trial, that that spirit which was muiifested in 1812 has 
not died in 1864. (Renewed cheers.) And, while on this 
point of defence, I have one word to say on a matter 
which I know has made a deep impression throughout 
Canada. Sir, no man in Canada appreciates more than I 
do the generous consideration that has ever been shown 
by the mother country towards this Province. But I 
desire to enter a firm protest against the manner in which 
of late our duty has been laid down for us, chapter and 
verse, by gentlemen three thousand miles off, who know 
very little of our circumstances, and yet venture to tell us 
the exact number of men we are to drill and the time we 
are to drill them. Sir, I venture to assert that the lan- 
guage recently used towards this Province is neither just, 
nor yet calculated to promote a desirable end. This Pro- 
vince, like the other colonies of the British empire, was 
founded on a compact entered into between the Crown 
and the people ; an assurance was virtually given to those 
who emigrated to this Province that they should be pro- 
tected by all the strength of British arms. And nobly 
has Great Britain fulfilled that promise. Never has she 
hesitated for a moment to expend her blood and treasure 
in defending her Colonial Empire. (Cheers.) I hold 
that Great Britain is bound to fulfil on her part the con- 
ditions on which the settlement of this and other colonies 
took place, and to continue to aid us until we have grown 
to that degree of maturity and strength which will fairly 
demand at our hands a reconsideration of the terms of the 
contract. If I am asked whether Canada, united with the 
Lower Provinces, is able to take upon herself a larger 
share of the burden of defence than she has heretofore 
borne, I answer without hesitation — ^undoubtedly " yes.* 
(Cheers.) It were utterly unreasonable to expect that to 
these colonies the people of England should much longer 
send armies and navies for their defence, whilst we oonti- 
nued developing the resources of our country, and accumu'* 
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ktmg wealth untaxed for the appliances of war. But 
what I do say is this, that when the time arrives that a 
colony has out^own the conditions of her first settlement, 
and when she is fairly bound to assume new and higher 
relations to the mother country in the matter of defence, it 
is only right that the whole subject should be discussed in 
a candid and reasonable spirit. And I am free to ex- 
press my opinion that had the Canadian people been invited 
mmkly to enter on a discussion of the changed relations in 
matters of defence they ought to occupy to Great Britain, 
the demand would have been responded to readily and 
heartily. (Cheers.) And it is only due to the present 
Colonial Minister, Mr. Cardwell, to say that this is the 
spirit in which he seems desirous of approaching the ques- 
tion ; and that such is the spirit m which I believe 
negotiations hereafter will be carried on between these 
colonies and the Parent State. It is not to be concealed 
that we in Canada are deeply interested in this whole 
question of Colonial defence being thoroughly discussed 
and settled. We all heartily desire to perpetuate our 
connection with Great Britain; but it is quite evident 
. that a feeling is growing up in England which may prove 
dangerous to that good feeling and attachment, unless the 
duties and responsibilities mutually due are clearly under- 
stood. And there is another though a much inferior 
motive. The attacks which have been made upon us have 
created the impression not only in England, Ireland and 
Scotland, but m the United States, and in other parts of 
the world, that these Provinces are in a naturally weak 
and feeble state — ^that they are, in point of fact, almost inde- 
fensible. Such an impression interferes more than any 
one can estimate with the permanent prosperity of our 
country ; it stops immigration to our shores, it depreciates 
our public securities, and prevents the investment of capi- 
tal m new enterprises, however productive they may be. 
If, then, we would do away with this false impression, so 
unjustly created, and place ourselves on a firm and secure 
footing in the eyes of the world, our course must be to put 
our country in such a position oi defence that we may 
fearlessly look our enemies in the face, (Cheers.) 
Holding these views, and knowing that they are the views 
of the great mass of the people of this country, it is a 
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Eleasure for me to be able to state, and I am stffe it will 
e a pleasure to all present to be informed, that the Con- 
ference at Quebec did not separate before entering into a 
pledge to put the military and naval defences of the 
United Provinces in the most complete and satisfactory 
position. (Cheers.) Nor let me omit to say, that in 
coming to this decision, there is no Minister of the Crown 
sitting at these tables who would not be prepared to rise 
now and express his conviction, that notwithstanding all 
that has come and gone — notwithstanding all the diatribes 
of the newspaper press of England, the British Government 
is prepared now as ever to do its duty by these colonies, 
and to send us their armies and their navy at any moment 
to aid us in our defence. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Mayor, I now approach a rather delicate question — 
delicate, tliat is to say, as regards the people of the West. 
AVe have agreed — I announce it frankly — to build the 
Intercolonial Eailway. (Cheers and laughter.) I have 
not been in favor of that scheme per se, situated as we 
have been. But I have at the same time been quite wil- 
ling to admit — and I repeat it heartily to-day — that • 
without the Intercolonial Eailway there coiild be no union ' 
of these I'rovinces — (cheers) — and after a careful consider- 
ation of the question in all its bearings," and after counting 
the full cost, I am prepared to advocate the building of 
that road, in order to accomplish the great objects we 
have in view in the scheme of Confederation. (Cheers.) 
It may, however, be some comfort for my friends to know 
that we have a prospect of getting the road built upon 
terms much more reasonable than we had ever hoped to 
obtain. I shall not tell you of the tempting ofTers that 
have been made, because I have had some experi nee that 
what is promised in such offers is not always realized in 
the end. (Laughter.) In agreeing to build the Interco- 
lonial Railway, it should also be stated that due regard 
was had to the interests of the West. I am happy to be 
able to say that with the unanimous consent of the mem- 
bers of the Conference, we have resolved on the extension 
of our canal system. (Cheers.) Still further, I. think it 
well to state that while we have sought Confederation 
with Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Newfoundlarid,^ and 
Frince Edward Island, we \iavQ uo\» W\i\i<^^ectfixl 6f the 
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Far West, but we have made it a condition of Union that 
the great North-west may come into the Federation on 
equitable terms at any time it pleases, and that British 
Columbia and Vancouver Island may also be incorporated 
with us. (Hear, hear,) We have likewise made it a 
condition that so soon as the state of the finances will per- 
mit communication is to be opened up from Western 
Canada to the North-west territory. (Hear, hear.) 

There is another little announcement which will not be 
without its interest to you, Mr. Mayor. The decision was 
unanimously arrived at by the delegates that the oh] and 
respectable city of Toronto should be the future capital of 
the Province of Upper Canada. (Clieers.) On the 
whole, Sir, when we look at the probable results of this 
Union, I think there is no man, from one end of the Pro- 
vinces to the other, who ought not to give it his most 
hearty approbation. (Cheers.) But I would repeat what 
has' been so well said by Mr. McUully, that there is one 
danger we. have yet to fear. Let not gentlemen think we 
are. past all danger. We have still to meet the Legisla- 
tures of the different 'Provinces ; we have to encounter the 
prejudices of the people of the different Provinces ; and 
it requires the greatest harmony of action in order to obtain 
a favorable result. (HeS-r, hear.) Therefore I would say 
with my hon. friend, Mr. McCully, if there is one thing 
more than another necessary at this moment, it is that we 
should banish our party discords — that we should for- 
get for the moment that we were at one time arrayed 
against each other ; and whatever we may do after union 
is accomplished, let us forget until it is obtained our feuds 
and differences, in securing to the country the great boon 
which this Confederation promises to bring about. 
(Cheers.) Looking at the scheme in its entirety, I cannot 
help feeling this, in replying to the toast you have so 
kindly received, that if the present Administration shall 
succeed in completing the great work it has b^gun, and 
of bringing into operation the political system which has 
been foreshadowed, under the protecting rule of the mother 
country, we sh^U all have great reason to rejoice that we 
had the honor of being at such a time the advisers of the 
Crown. J;Hr. Brown resumed his seat amidst loud and 
long contmued cheering.] 
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Hon, A. T. Galt, on rising, was received with loud 
cheers. He said — Certainly the kindness with which he 
had been received was quite overpowering. He had not 
the same claims on their consideration as his respected 
friend and colleague, Mr. Brown, who had addressed them 
in his usual and forcible way. He might be said to 
represent in a certain degree another portion of Canada, 
and in that light it was exceedingly gratifying to him to 
• be welcomed, because though this measure of Union was, 
as far as Upper and Lower Canada were concerned, a 
measure of disunion, he trusted that the good feeling 
which had actuated us in the past would be carried for- 
ward into the future ; and that while we might have left 
local matters to' local legislatures, we still might feel witii 
regard to the great common interests of all that we were 
a united people, that it was not Canada which was to be 
divided but British North America which was to become 
united. (Cheers.) He felt, perhaps, more than any 
other person present, that from other lips than his own 
should have come the explanations with regard to Lower 
Canada. He would take this opportunity of saying that 
there was no man in the whole length and breadth of 
British North America who had shown a greater degree 
of self-sacrifice than his friend Mr. Cartier. That gentle- 
man had shown a degree of statesmanship, a degree of 
self-sacrifice, which would, he [Mr. Quit] thought, hand 
down his name into the future with honor equal to that 
of his illustrious progenitor, Jacques Cartier ; that while 
the one was known as the discoverer of Canada, the other 
will be known as the one who felt that the interests of aJl 
were common, and recognized the fact. There was no 
doubt, so far as Lower Canada was concerned, that a good 
deal of feeling existed with regard to the protection of 
their local interests, but he thought the audience by this 
time understood that while provision had been made in 
the new constitution for the protection of those interests, 
they would all have desired to effect a legislative union 
had it been possible. They would have desired to see a 
central government extending its «eeis over all interests. 
But there were difficulties wluch renoered this impossible, 
and in meeting these difficulties he trusted that tne mea* 
Bure which would be submitted U) \3afc i^^le^ to the 
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Imperial Parliament, and to the Provincial Parliaments, 
would be found to be one whicb protected local interests, 
while national interests had been reserved for one central 

Sower, which he hoped would manage them in a way to 
honor to the race from which we had sprung. (Cheers.) 
He would have liked, had time permitted, to say a few 
words with reference to those subjects to which Mr. Brown 
had alluded, but really he went into the matter so fully 
that he (Mr. Gait), telt that he would be trespassing on 
the patience of the audience should he venture to say 
more than a few words in expressing his own gratitude for 
the way in which they had drank the toast of the Admin- 
istration. He fully endorsed the words of Mr. Brown, 
that the announcements made here to-night quite justified 
the coalition which had been effected. He thought when 
they were able to present a constitution — ^not a small affair 
for the settlement of local difficulties, but a project for the 
union with communities of the wealth, resources and 
intelligence of the Lower Provinces, that they would be 
acquitted in the sight of all of anything they had done 
with regard to the formation of the Grovernment. (Cheers.) 
He was glad to have heard Mr. Brown say that the Inter- 
colonial Kailway ought to be built, because it was an 
announcement which, coupled with other explanations, he 
trusted would give them the support of the people of 
Canada in regard to the future measures which might flow 
from this. It meant not merely connection with the 
mother country — ^the measure went hand in hand with 
the opening up of the North-west Territory, and the one 
jand the other were equally admitted to be the policy of 
the Confederate Government. He was glad we had a 
policy, glad that we were growing out of the littleness of 
colonial politics, and that we were preparing for the 
responsibilities which would fall upon us, whether wel- 
come or not — ^the responsibilities of a national existence. 
He concurred with every word Mr. Brown had said with 
reference to the mother country. He believed that the 
people of Canada were prepared to do their duty, and if 
he did not believe it this would be the last moment he 
(Mr. Gait) would venture to say that he represented them. 
Ko one who desired to do his duty could fail to recognize 
the fact that we were in the presence of a great power. 
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and that we ought to unite our resources and be prepared 
for whatever there might be in the future in store for us. 
And he welcomed the declarations made by the Govern- 
ments of the different Provinces, as showing their willing- 
ness to do their part in the common cause. It was 
cerrtainly a most remarkable circumstance that upon this 
occasion they had seen the Provinces of New Brunswick 
and Nova Scotia entrusting the advocacy of this great 
measure to the leaders of the Opposition. What might 
we not hope when personal ambition was thus laid aside, 
when all were ready thus to sacrifice to the common good. 
(Loud applause.) 

The health of the Mayor having then been proposed 
and duly acknowledged by His Worship, three cheers 
were given for the Queen, and the company dispersed. 



INSPECTION OF THE VOLUNTEERS. 

On the evening of the 8rd of November, shortly after 
seven o'clock, there was a very large assemblage of the 
Toj-outo Volunteers iu their new Drill Shed in that city. 
They assembled in honor of the Delegates, and were 
inspected by Mayor General Napier, K.C B , then in 
Toronto. The building was brilliantly illuminated, and 
otherwise was well prepared for the reception of the 
visitors. There were, it was supposed, fully five thousand 
persons present on this occasion. The General and the 
Delegates entered the building about half-past seven 
o'clock, and having taken tlieir seats on the dais erected 
for their accommodation, the Volunteers were commanded 
to *'fall in," which they did in excellent military style. 
General Napier, accompanied by his aides-de-camp. Cap- 
tain Hall and Mr. Bell, also by the Commandant, Col. G. 
T. Deni.>on, Brigade Majors Denison and Dennis — march- 
ed round the force and minutely inspected the men. ' This 
duty being performed, the inspecting party returned, 
when the 13rigade formed into open column in front, and 
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marched past the saluting point. The Bands of the 
" Queen's Own" and " 10th Eoyals" played spirit-stirring 
airs during the inspection ; and when the order was given 
for the ofl&cers and colours to " come to the front to salute 
the Greneral," which was done, that gallant officer expressed 
his great pleasure at the military appearance of the Volun- 
teers there assen^bled, and at the efficient manner in 
which they had gone through the various evolutions in so 
confined a space. He said he should have liked to have 
inspected them in the open plains and in broad daylight, 
where he was sure they would have given him great satis- 
faction. He thanked them for their attendance, and as it 
was getting late he would not detain them longer, but 
would entrust the commanding officers to express to their 
men his satisfaction at their appearanbe. 

Colonel Gray, Chairman of the Convention of Mari- 
time Delegates, having expressed a wish to address a few 
words to the Volunteers, they were drawn up in close 
order, forming three sides of a square, with the General 
and party in the centre. 

Colonel Gray said that, on behalf of his colleagues the 
Delegates, he had been desired to address a few words to 
them, and in doing so he must express his great pleasure 
at witnessing them at drill to-night. It was, he said, very 
common for people to decry the volunteer movement, and 
even the fair sex were accustomed to look down upon the 
volunteers, when comparing theai with their more favored 
brethren of the regular army ; but he (Col. Gray) was a 
volunteer, and he did not think that those who decried the 
volunteers were serious in thus throwing cold water upon 
the movement. He was con^anced that the volunteers 
were as much to be praised and encouraged as the mem- 
bers of the Koyal Service. He himself had at one time 
belonged to that service, and he never looked slightingly 
upon the volunteer movement. He had mingled as a 
civilian a great deal with the soldiers of the Koyal army, 
and he was happy to say that no feeling of animosity or 
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slight was entertained by them towards the volunteers. 
A short time since, when there was an appearance that 
the servicfes of the volunteers would have been required to 
assist the regulars, he was proud to learn that the volun- 
teers of Canada sprung at once to arms to defend their 
hearths and homes from the attacks of the invader. 
(Cheers.) He did not believe that any one from his heart 
slighted the volunteer movement, but the cry was got up 
by the faint-hearted and craven to cover the disgrace of 
their remaining in the rear whilst their more mamy com- 
panions went to the front. (Cheers.) Who is at present 
in command of the volunteer force in England ? He was 
a man who had nobly fought in many a field of battle, 
and was son-in-law to an officer — ^he was going to say 
next only to Wellington, but he was equal to that able 
commander. He alluded to Col. McMurdo, son-in-law of 
Sir Charles Napier, who had been placed in command of 
the volunteer force of England, and who had ere this 
proved that he could command and was not afraid to lead 
anywhere. This noble officer had now command of 170,- 
000 volunteers, as fine soldiers as could be wished. He 
^Col. Gray) was not in the habit of speaking praise to the 
face of any one, but he could not let this opportunity pass 
without saying a few words about the able General now 
present. He was himself an old comrade of the General's, 
and he knew what stuff he was made of. He could assure 
the volunteers that if there had been any invasion or at- 
tempted invasion of the Canadian soil. General Napier — 
a name at which the enemies of England grow pale — 
would not have been satisfied to wait until the enemy had 
invaded our territory ; he would have met them on the 
borders, and side by side with their brothers in arms, 
would have led the volunteers where imperishable honors 
would have awaited them. They might rest assured they 
had the right kind of leader should the day of trial come. 
Colonel Gray related a circumstance of which he was cog- 
nizant during the time he was serving in the same force 
with the General. A small party of I)ragoons, about 80 
or 90 men, with two or three companies of mounted Rifle- 
men under General Napier, when on outpost duty, received 
intelligence that a strong body of the enemy, including 
TOO picked warriors, were otovdas a pUdn close at hand— 
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was just at the dawn of day both parties were surprised. 
Was there any hesitation there^otwithstanding the odds ? 
No I In one moment "Forward" was the word, and 
onward they went. The result of the day's work was seen 
the following day when the Commander-in-Chief rode 
over the field, and members of his staff counted some four 
hundred and fifty bodies of the slain. He alluded to the 
Maritime Provinces, shewing what a powerful force could 
be found there ready to co-operate in the defence of their 
territories were the Militia properly armed and organized. 
In one Province they could muster 50j000, in another 
30,000, in a third 10,000, and what a good right or left 
would they not form with the aid of Upper and Lower 
Canada ? He assured the Volunteers of Toronto that 
they had men of the right stamp in the Maritime Pro- 
vinces. He would only mention four of the sons of Nova 
Scotia, Williams, Inglis, Welsford and Parker, to shew 
them the sort of men of which these Provinces could fairly 
boast, and to whom could be entrusted the sacred duty of 
protecting the soil on which they stood as freemen proud 
of their birthright. (Cheers.) 

Colonel Gray next addressed a few words to the " Naval 
Brigade," and said there were thirty thousand hardy fellows 
in Newfoundland alone well worthy of the name of the 
first seamen in the world, and who would be proud to give 
the right hand of fellowship side by side with the Naval 
Brigade of Toronto. He concluded by hoping that one 
and all would ever press forward and assist each other as 
brothers, in the name of " our revered and glorious Queen," 
and do all that was possible to maintain that Kingdom to 
which we owed allegiance. (Loud cheers.) 

Three cheers were then given for the Queen • the bands 
struck up the " National Anthem ;" three cheers for the 
General and the Delegates, when the proceedings broke up. 



THE PUBLIC BALL. 

A Public Ball, unsurpassed for magnificence only by 
that which was given in honor of the visit of the Prince 
of Wales, closed, on the same night as that oa whkkt&bs^ 
16 
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Volunteer Beview took place, the festivities of the grand 
reception given to the Delegates from the Maritime Pro- 
vinces by the people of Toronto. The JBall was held in 
the same place in which the Dejeuner was given ; and it 
is needless to add, that it was as brilliant an entertainment 
as the wealth, beanty, fashion, and high social and public 
positions of the people of the great cities of Western 
Canada could possibly make it ; and indeed all the cities, 
great and small, of this section of the Province seemed to 
be fully represented at this pleasant re-imion. 



DEPARTUEE FEOM TOEONTO. 

RECEPTION OF THE DELEGATES AT IIA3IILTOX, feT. CATHERINE'S 
.VND CLIFTON, AND VISIT TO NIA(fARA FALLS. 

The Manager of the (xreat Western Eailway, Mi\ 
iSwiNYARD, having kindly placed a special traiu at the 
disposal of the Delegation party, they left Toronto on the 
forenoon of the 4th November for an excursion to Niagara 
Falls. The Greneral Manager of the Great Western, the 
Hon. Mr. McMaster, Chairman of the Company, and 
several distinguished persons, acoompanied the party. A. 
splendid run of a little less than aa hour brought the party 
to the Hamilton Station, where ths lilayor and members 
of the Corporation of the City, besides many leading citi^ 
zens of Hamilton, were in waiting to welcome the Dele- 
gates. The Station was very tastefully decorated with 
evergreens and flags, and the inner apartment was amply 
provided with refreshments. The Mayor read an address 
of welcome, in which the mission of the Delegates was 
warmly eulogised. 

The Hon. Mr. Tilley, of New^ Brunswick, responded 

to the address. He said he was rejoiced to know that the 

people of Hamilton coidiaLLy endorsed the principles of 
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the late Conference, and this sentiment he found to 
increase on proceeding westward from Lower Canada. 
The questions involved were of a grave and important 
nature, involving important advantages to the Lower 
Provinces, and he trusted the labors of the Conference 
would prove acceptable to all. The future was fraught 
with greatness and prosperity, such as these Provinces 
had never before seen. A closer union was necessary to 
the welfare of each and all the British North American 
Provinces. He expressed the thanks of the Delegates for 
the hearty response of Hamilton to the purposes of the 
Conference, for the present greeting, and meir regret that 
it should be found necessary to omit from the list of for- 
mal visits one of the most beautiM cities of the West, 

Hon. Isaac Buchanan, President of the Hamilton. 
Board of Trade, then presented an address on behalf of its 
members. He said, that in the contemplated Confedera- 
tion great benefits were anticipated for Hamilton in a 
commercial point, the probabilities of a large trada being 
speedily opened with the Lower Provinces, and direct 
water communication with the sea-board. Our city en- 
joyed commercial advantages unsurpassed in its magnifi- 
cent harbor, while the G-reat Western Railway provided 
an open way to the teeming west, with branches in all 
directions. It was hoped that the labors of so many 
eminent statesmen would ensure great blessings. 

Hon. Mr. Shea, of Newfoundland, replied in a brief 
address. The question of the defences had been previously ^ 
alluded to, and the hon. gentleman believed that the Dele-' 
gates would be obliged to adopt some system of defence, 
unless their visit to the tipper Provinces was speedily 
brought to a close. (Great laughter.) The Delegates had 
been charmed with this section of the country, and pleased 
with the characteristics of its people. There were striking 
evidences of the elements of wealth and commercial grea^ 
ness, and direct communication with the ocean was the 
great requirement ; therein lay mutual benefits to the 
Upper and Lower Provinces. He believed that on the 
establishment of the Confederation speedy measures would 
ensure the completion of the great public works in view. 
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Hamilton and neighboring places would shortlybecome sea- 
ports. Mr. Shea conclu(&d by returning thanks for the 
peeting of the citizens of Hamilton, and he trusted that all 
her hopes of the benefits of Confederation would be realized. 

Mayor McElroy proposed the health of Her Majesty 
the Queen, which was drunk with loud cheers, and " Qod 
save the Queen," was played by the band. 

At 8t. Catherine's Station, which was also very taste- 
fully decorated, the Delegates were welcomed by the lead- 
ing members of this small but interesting community, and 
an address of welcome, similar in tone and spirit to that 
of the Hamilton address, was read by W. McGiverin, 
Esq., M.P.P. for Lincoln County. 

After reading the address Mr. McGiverik said he 
r^retted to state that time and circumstances had pre- 
vented the town and district of St. Catherine's from making 
that display which they would like, in order to show their 
appreciation of the question which the gentlemen from the 
Lower Provinces, with our Grovernment, had been con- 
sidering. But the time of the Delegates, he knew, was 
short, and he must, therefore, accept that as an excuse. 
He regi-etted that the Mayor was unavoidably absent, in 
court, at Niagara, with several of their leading townsmen, 
who would have been delighted to have made the acquaint- 
ance of the Delegates. He begged to convey to the Dele- 
gates the congratulations of the municipality upon the 
harmony which had characterized their deliberations at 
Quebec, and the result they have arrived at respecting 
one of the most important questions which had ever 
been discussed on this side of the Atlantic. He ten- 
dered his hearty congratulations to them at the man- 
ner in which that result had been arrived at, believing, as 
he did, that the successfdl accomplishment of the scheme 
would place the United Provinces in a position of pros- 
perity that they could never otherwise hope for. He 
regretted that their short stay would not enable them to 
view one of the prettiest towns in this Province, nor that 
'great work, the Welland Canal, (cheers,) connecting the 
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Western lakes with the sea, by an enlargement of which 
the ships of the Lower Provinces would have free access 
to the extreme western boundary of Canada, and be the 
source of further extending and enlarging the prosperity 
of the United Empire, even beyond their most sanguine 
wishes. On the part of the municipality and citizens of 
St Catherine's he beffged to tender the Delegates a hearty 
welcome, and their best wishes for the consummation of 
the project in hand, and hoped they might have a pleasant 
journey home. 

Hon. Mr. Pope, of P. E. Island, who was received with 
much applause, said he had been deputed to return thanks 
on behalf of the Delegates from the Lower Provinces, for 
the kind manner in which they had been received, and 
the very hearty welcome they had met with. The cir- 
cumstances under which the Convention had assembled at 
Quebec — the great subject of a Confederation of the 
British North American Provinces which had engaged 
their attention, and the arguments in support of the con- 
clusions at which the Delegates had arrived, had all been 
very fully stated and discussed in speeches recently delivered 
by the able statesmen of Canada and of the other Pro- 
vinces. Thanks to the noble press of Canada, those 
speeches had been placed in the hands of the people 
throughout the country almost as soon as delivered, and 
had been read simultaneously in Quebec and in Sarnia. 
It was, therefore, not his intention to attempt a recapitu- 
lation of them. He stated that the Maritime Provmces 
had sent their Representatives to the Convention at the 
request of Canada. The people of the Maritime Provinces 
do not seek, by entering tne Confederation, to lighten their 
own burdens by placing a portion of them upon the people 
of Canada. A scale of texation lower than that existmg in 
Canada supplied a revenue equal to their necessities. 
But he believed the people of the Marit ime Provinces 
desired those advantages which result from Union. Many 
among them are tbe descendants of American Loyalists, 
and are acquainted to some extent with the progress made 
bv the old Colonies on this continent. At the time when 
tneir gnindfathers were boni^ the British Colonies in 
America were insignificant; t\\e\Y ^OTeLT£i'^t<^^i ^^^ xj^Sys^c^ 
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unknown. When they left the country its export trade 
was greater than was that of England when they were 
bom, in the days of Queen Ann. It should not be for- 
gotten that the inen, to whom I allude, left that country 
and the homes in which their children were bom, and 
emigrated to the ports of the Lower Provinces, because 
they desired to live under Monarchial Institutions and tiie 
protection of the flag of old England. The hon. gentle- 
man then referred to the great trade of the British Pro- 
vinces before the separation from the mother country, and 
contrasted the diflferent circumstances under which the 
Convention just concluded at Quebec had pursued their 
labors with those under which the British Provinces, which 
formed the nucleus of the great neighbouring Eepublic, 
discussed Confederation. 

The hon. gentleman's speech was frequently cheered, 
and at its conclusion three hearty cheers were given for 
the Delegates. 

After the interchange of other courtesies, the train 
moved oflF, and the party again delayed at the Clifton 
Station, which was decorated in a style similar to that of 
the others. Mr. Swinyard had here prepared a sumptu- 
ous dinner for his guests, at which speech-making was 
indulged as far as time permitted. 

The Hon. Mr. Dickey, of Nova Scotia, proposed the 
health of the General Manager of the Great Western. In 
the course of his brief but eloquent remarks, he said, 
(speaking for the Delegates) — ^Everywhere they had been 
most hospitably received, which they thought, had culmi- 
nated in the noble reception they had yesterday met with 
at Toronto. The regret they felt at leaving that city had, 
however, been very greatly lessened by the kind arrange- 
ments for their comfort and accommodation which they 
had that day experienced at the hands of Mr. Swinyard 
and the Great Western Kaflway. He felt that since they 
had entered the Province of Canada the Managers of Bail- 
ways had contributed in a very great degree to their 
pleasure, comfort and accommodation. He heajrtily 
thanked Mr. Swinyard for t\ie\^<aai<^^ ^\id forethought 
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which had dictated the placing of a special train at the dis- 
posal of the Delegates and the ladies of their party to visit 
the Niagara Falls, a sight of which they would doubtless 
suppose would not be the faintest remembrance they would 
carry away with them of their visit. They had been 
delighted with all that they had witnessed, and their only 
regret was that time would not permit of a closer ac* 

auaintance with the cities of this part of the Province and 
lie beauties of the country. 

Mr. SwiNTARD, on rising to respond, was received with 
loud cheers. He said he was truly obliged to them for 
the kindness they had shown in drinking to his health, 
and the hearty manner in which that toast had been 
received, for the little service the Company had been able 
to render to them in enabling them to visit the great 
wonder of the world, the Niagara Falls. He was in hopes 
that they would have been able to pass with him over the 
whole of the Great Western line, as well as the railways 
of their neighbours, the Michigan Central or the Detroit 
and Milwaukie, in order to have seen the great signs of 
prosperity evident everywhere in this vast western country. 
He assured them that they would have been greatly 
delighted with such a trip, but as their time would not 
permit of it, the people would gladly excuse them. In 
seeing Toronto and Hamilton he said they had only seen 
the results of the products and industry of Western 
Canada. These places have been raised to the importance 
they have now attained, not as they might suppose by a 
small section of country immediately surrounding them, 
but by a vast and expansive territory beyond them, extend- 
ing back to the Detroit river. They would have seen that 
these two cities are only the emporiums of the great Pen- 
insula of Western Canada, which had made and is now 
making the most rapid strides in commercial prosperity. 
He knew that it would not then become him to detain 
them with any lengthy remarks, as their anxiety was no 
doubt to visit the Falls. He would only say that the 
object for which the Conference had met seemed to be 
heartily and unanimously approved by the people and 

{)ress of this section of Canada, and he hoped that their 
abours to promote a union^ which should make each and 
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all the ProTinoes an integral portion of one great oo nnt ry " - 
all bound together by ties of commercial and personal 
relationship-^-wonld be crowned with success. 

The Delegation party, having been provided with car- 
riages, then visited the Falls ; and although the rain fell 
heavily, they spent several hours in wandering about the 
grounds of Mr. Street, a gentleman of large property and 
high standing in that section of the country, and from 
which they had a splendid view of the Falls in all their 
dread magnificence. 

At nearly night-fall the party returned to the Railway 
Station, where a few of them separated from the main 
body, taking their departure homeward via the United 
States. The others reached Toronto the same evening in 
perfect safety. 

On the evening of the 5th Nov^nber the Delegation 
party left Toronto for Montreal in a special train of the 
Grand Trunk Eailway, again obligingly provided by Mr. 
Brydges, the Managing Director; and they arrived at 
Montreal on the following morning at 10 o'clock. 

An informal meeting of all the Delegates then in Mon- 
treal was held at the St. Lawrence Hall, where the 
Minutes and Resolutions of the Quebec Conference were, 
for the last time, carefully read over ; and the parchment 
copy of the Resolutions was afterwards signed by all the 
Delegates present. 

The party left Montreal on the same evening, on their 
return to their several homes in the Eastern Provinces. 



Nothing more remains for the Compiler of these unpre- 
tending pages than to introduce the Report of the Quebec 
Conference, which was the result of the deliberations so 
frequently referred to hexein, and *^h.o^ outlines were 
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dimly Aadowed forth in several of the speeches delivered 
on important public occasions after the Conference had 
brought its labors to a close. The Beport has been ex- 
tensively published throughout the British Provinces, and 
every intelligent person is, no doubt, familiar with its 
detuls ; but the Compiler feels that this little work would 
be unpardonably imperfect if it did not contain a copy of 
it. The Beport of the Convention, in all its features, may 
not just now be deemed practicable as the basis of a con- 
stitution for a Confederacy of the British American Pro- 
vinces, as a whole — owing to sectional differences which 
are at present apparently irreconcilable ; but as the fruit 
of long and patient deliberation, it may, in many points, 
be taken as a guide for future and more successful states- 
manship. 

The festivities which the Canadian people so lavishly pour- 
ed upon the Delegates, and the offer of which it was found 
necessary to decline more frequently than to accept — ^were 
not allowed to intereferewith the business of the Conference, 
when, preliminary matters being adjusted, the details of 
the proposed constitution commenced to develope them- 
selves. Early and late hours were devoted to their dis- 
cussion and consideration ; and if the work of the Quebec 
Conference Chamber is not perfect — (what human work 
ever was?) — ^it will not be, however, without its advan- 
tages, inasmuch as it may serve to throw some light on 
the path of more skilful and sagacious adventurers, who — 
fearless of prejudice and suspicion — ^may be required to 
moil through the dark labyrinths of that most perplexing 
of all sciences — ^the framing of a Nation's Constitution. 
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REPORT 

Of Resolutions adopted at a Conference of Delegates from 
the Provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia and Neio 
Brwasvnch, and the Colonies of Newfoundland and 
Prince Edioard Island, held at the City of Quebec, 
10th October, 1864, as the Basis of a proposed Con- 
federation of those Provinces and Colonies. 

1. The best interests and present and future prosperity 
of British North America will be promoted by a Federal 
Union under the Crown of Great Britain, provided such 
Union can be eflfected on principles just to the several 
Provinces 

2. In the Federation oi the British North American 
Provinces the system of Government best adapted under 
existing circumstances to protect the diversified interests 
of the several Provinces and secure eflSciency, harmony and 
permanency in the working of the Union, would be a 
general Government charged with matters of common 
interest to the whole Country, and Local Gt)vemments for 
each of the Canadas aud for the Provinces of Nova Scotia, 
New Bi;unswick and Prince Edward Island, charged with 
the control of local matters in their respective sections — 
provision being made for the admission into the Union on 
equitable terms of Newfoundland, the North- West Tem- 
tory, British Columbia and Vancouver. 

3. In framing a Constitution for the General Govern- 
ment, the Conference, with a vieyv to the perpetuation of 
our connection with the Mother Country, and to the 
promotion of the best interests of the people of these 
Provinces, desire to follow the model of the JBritish G(5u- 
stitution, 80 far as our circumstances will permit. 

4,. The Executive Authority or Government shall be 
vested in the Sovereign of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and be admioistered afiG0tdi3;^5jt,tj^ ^^ 
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well understood principles of the British Constitation bjr 
the Sovereign personally, or by the Representative of the 
Sovereign duly authorized. 

5. The Sovereign or Representative of the Sovereign 
shall be Commander in Chief of the Land and Nara 
Militia Forces. 

6. There shall be a (General Legislature or Parliament 
for the Federated Provinces, composed of a LegislatiTe 
Council and a House of Commons. 

7. For the purpose of forming the LegislatiTe CouncQ 
the Federated Provinces shall oe oonsidered as consust- 
ing of three divisions, 1st. Upper Canada ; 2nd. Lower 
Canada ; 3rd. Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince 
Edward Island, each division with an equal repieflentation 
in the Legislative Council. 

8. Upper Canada shall be represented in the LegislatiTe 
Council by 24 Members, Lower Canada by 24 Members, 
and the three Maritime Provinces by 24 Members, of whidi 
Nova Scotia shall have Ten, New Brunswick, Ten, and 
Prince Edward Island, Four Members. 

9. The Colony of Newfoundland diall be entitled to 
enter the proposed Union with a representation in the 
Legislative Council of Four Members. 

10. The North-West Territory, British Columbia and 
Vancouver shall be admitted into the Union on sudi 
terms and conditions as the Parliament of the Federated 
Provinces shall deem equitable, and as shall receive the 
assent of Her Majesty ; and in the case of the Province of 
British Columbia or Vancouver, as shall be agreed to by 
the Legislature of such Province. 

11. The Members of the Legislative Council shall be 
appointed by the Crown under the Great Seal of the 
General Government, and shall hold Office during life. 
If any Legislative Councillor shall, for two consecutive 
sessions of Parliament, fail to give his attendance in the 
said Council, his seat shall thereby become vacant 

12. The Members of the Legislative Council shall be 
British Subjects by Birth or Naturalization, of the full age 
of Thirty years, shall possess a continuous real ptpp^ 
^[ualification of four thousand dolljirs over an4 aopve all 
iflcumbrances, and shall be and contiuue .worlj^ that smn 
over and above their debts auA.\\«fe\>Mi©e>\^^*»V^^ 
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Newfoandlwd and Prince Edward Island the property 
may be either real or personal. 

13. If any question shall arise as to the qualification of a 
Li^islative Councillor the same shall be determined by 
the Council. 

14. The first selection of the Members of the Legislative 
Gouncil shall be made, except as regards Prince Edward 
Island, from the Legislative Councib of the various Pro- 
vinces, so fiEur as a sufficient number be found qualified and 
willing to serve ; such Members shall be appointed by the 
Crown at the recommendation of the General Executive 
Government, upon the nomination of the respective Local 
Governments ; and in such nomination due regard shall 
be had to the claims of the Members of the Legislative 
Council of the Opposition in each Province, so that all 
political parties may as nearly as possible be fidrly re- 
presented. 

16. The Speaker of the Legislative Council (unless 
otherwise provided by Parliament,) shall be appointed by 
the Crown from among the members of the Legislative 
Douncil ; and shall hold office during plescsure ; and shall 
3nly be entitied to a casting vote on an equality of votes. 

16. Each of the twenty-four Legblative Councillors 
representing Lo^er Canada in the Legislative Council of 
the General Legislature shall be appointed to represent 
yae of the twenty-four Electoral Divisions mentioned in 
Schedule A of Chapter first of the Consolidated Statutes 
di Canada, and sucn Councillor shall reside or possess his 
qualification in the Division he is appointed to represent: 

17. The basis of Eepresentation in the House of Com- 
mons shall be population, as determined by the Official 
Census every ten years ; and the number of Members at 
first shall be 194, distributed as folllows : 

Upper Canada 82 

Lower Canada 65 

Nova Scotia 19 

New Brunswick '. 15 

Newfoundland 8 

and Prince Edward Island 5 

18. Until the Official Oensos of 1871 has beenmadeup 
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there shall be no change in the number of BepresentatiTei 

from the several sections. 

19. Immediately after the completion of the Census 
of 1871, and immediately after every Decennial Census 
thereafter, the Kcprcscntation from each section in the 
House of Commons shall be re-adjusted on the basis 
of population. 

20. For the purpose of such re-adjustments, Lower 
Canada shall always be assigned sixty-five members, and 
each of the other sections shall at each re-adjustment 
receive, for the ten years then next succeeding, the number 
of members to which it will be entitled on the same ratio 
of representation to population as Lower Canada will 
enjoy according to the Census last taken by having sixty- 
five members. 

21. No reduction shall be made in the number of Mem- 
berB returned by any section, unless its population shall 
have decreased relatively to the ix)pulation of the whole 
Union, to the extent of five per centum. 

22. Ill coniputiufj; at ujich decennial period the num- 
of MemberH to which each section is entitled, no fractional 
l)art8 shall be considered, unless when exceeding one half 
the number entitling to a Member, in which case a Mem- 
ber shall be given for each such fractional part. 

23. The Legislature of each Province sliaU divide such 
Province into the proper number of constituencies, and 
define the boundaries of each of them. 

24. The Local Legislature of each Province may, from 
tiijae to time, alter the Electoral Districts for the purposes 
of Representation in such local Legislature, and distri- 
bute the representatives to which the Province is entitled 
in any manner such Legislature may think fit. 

25. The number of Members may at any time be in- 
creased by the General Parliament — regard being had to 
the proportionate rights then existing. 

26. Until provisions are made by the Greneral Parlia- 
ment, all the Laws which, at the date of the Proclamation 
constituting the Union, are in force in the Provinces 
respectively, relating to the qualification and disqualifica- 
cation of any person to be elected or to sit or vote as a 
member of the Assembly in the said Provinces respectively 
— And relating to the qualification or disqualification cS 
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mB, and to the oaths to be taken by voters, and to 
turning Officers and their powers and dnties, — ^and 
Siting to the proceedings at Elections, — and to the 
•iod during which such Elections may be continued, — 
1 relating to the trial of Controverted Elections, — and the 
)ceedings incident thereto, — and relating to the vacating 
seats of Members, and to the issuing and execution of 
w Writs in case of- any seat being vacated otherwise 
in by a dissolution, — shall respectively apply to Elections 
Members to serve in the House of Commons for places 
late in those Provinces respectively. 

27. Every House of Commons shall continue for five 
irs from the day of the return of the Writs choosing the 
Qe, and no longer, subject, nevertheless, to be sooner 
>rogued or dissolved by the Grovemor. 

28. There shall be a Session of the Greneral Parliament 
ye at least in every year, so that a period of twelve 
endar months shall not intervene between the last sitting 
the General Parliament in one Session and the first 
ting thereof in the next session. 

29. The General Parliament shall have power to make 
ws for the peace, welfare and good Government of the 
derated Provinces (saving the Sovereignty of England), 
i especially Laws respecting the following subjects : — 

1. The Public Debt and Property. 

2. The Kegulation of Trade and Commerce. 

3. The imposition or regulation of Duties of Cus- 
" toms on Imports and Exports, except on Exports 

of Timber, Logs, Masts, Spars, Deals, and 
Sawn Lumber, and of Coal and other Minerals. 

4. The imposition or regulation of Excise Duties. 

6. The raising of money by all or any other modes 
or systems of Taxation. 

6. The borrowing of Money on the Public Credit. 

7. Postal Service. 

8. Lines of Steam or other Ships, Eailways, Canals, 

and other works, connecting any two or more 
of the Provinces together, or extending beyond 
the limits of any Province. 

9. Lines of Steamships between the Federated Pro- 

vinces and Couixbies. 
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10. Td^^phio Commumcatioii, and the incorpora- 

tion of Telegraphic Companies. 

11. All such worKs as shall, although lying whoQj 

within any Province, be specifuly dedared by 
the Acts authorizmg them to be for the general 
advantage. 

12. The Census. 

13. Militia — ^Military and Naval Service and Defenoe. 

14. Beacons, Buoys and Light Houses. 

15. Navigation and Shipping. 

16. Quarantine. 

17. Sea Coast and Inland Fisheries. 

18. Ferries between any Province and a Foreign 

Country, or between any two Provinces. 

19. Currency and Coinage. 

20. Banking, Incorporation of Banks, and the issue 

of paper money. 

21. Savings Banks. 

22. Weights and Measures. 

23. Bills of Exchange and Promissory Notes. 

24. Interest. 

25. Legal Tender. 

26. Bankruptcy and Insolvency. 

27. Patents of Invention and Discovery. 

28. Copy Rights. ^ ' ^ 

29. Indians and Lands reserved for the Indians. 

30. Naturalization and Aliens. 

31. Marriage and Divorce. 

32. The Criminal Law, excepting the Constitution of 

the Courts of Criminal Jurisdiction, but includ- 
ing the procedure in criminal matters. 

33. Rendering uniform all or any of the laws relative 

to property and civil rights in Upper Canada, 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Newfoundland 
and Prince Edward Island, and rendering uni- 
form the procedure of all or any of the Courts 
in these Provinces; but any Statute for this 
purpose shall have no force or authoriiy in any 
Province until sanctioned by the Legislature 
thereof. 

34. The Establishment of a (General Court of Appeal 

ibr the Fedyated Provinces. 
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35. Immigration. 

36. Agriculture. 

37. And generally respecting all matters of a general 

character, not specially and exclusively reserved 
for the Local Governments and Legislatures. 

30. The General Government and Parliament shall 
have all powers necessary or proper for performing the 
obligations of the Federated Provinces, as part of the 
British Empire, to Foreign Countries, arising under 
Treaties between Great Britain and such Countries. 

31; The General Parliament may also, from time to 
time, establish additional Courts, and the General Govern- 
ment may appoint Judges and Officers thereof, when the 
same shall appear necessary, or for the public advantage, 
in order to the due execution of the laws of Parliament. 

32. All Courts, Judges and Officers of the several Pro- 
vinces shall aid, assist and obey the General Government 
in the exercise of its rights and powers, and for such pur- 
poses shall be held to be Courts, Judges and Officers 
of the General Government. 

33 The General Government shall appoint and pay the 
Judges of the Superior Courts in each Province, and of 
the County Courts of Upper Canada, and Parliament 
shall iix their salaries. 

34. Until the Consolidation of the Laws of Upper 
Canada, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Newfoundland and 
Prince Edward Island, the Judges of these Provinces ap- 
pointed by the General Government shall be selected from 
their respective Bars. 

35. The Judges of the Courts of Lower Canada shall 
be selected from the Bar of Lower Canada. 

36. The Judges of the Court of Admiralty now receiv- 
ing salaries shall be paid by the General Governnaent. 

37. The Judges of the Superior Courts shall hold their 
offices during good behaviour, and shall be removable only 
on the Address of both Houses of Parliament. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT. 

38. For each of the Provinces there shall be an Execu- 
tive Officer, styled the Lieutenant Governor, who shall be 
appointed by the Governor General in Council, under the 
Great Seal of the Federated Proviacea^ d\rc\\i%^^'^ssQS3^\ 
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such pleasure not to be exercised before the expiration of 
the iirst five years, except for cause : such cause to be 
commuQicated in writing to the Lieutenant Grovemor 
immediately after the exercise of the pleasure as aforesaid, 
and also by message to both Houses of Parliament, within 
the first week of the first Session afterwards. 

39. The Lieutenant Governor of each Province shall 
he paid by the General Government 

40. In undertaking to pay the salaries of the Lieutenant 
Governors, the Conference docs not desire to prejudice the 
claim of Prince Edward Island upon the Imperial Govern- 
ment for the amount now paid for the salary of the 
Lieutenant Governor thereof. 

41. The Local Government and Legislature of each 
Province shall be constructed in such manner as the exist- 
ing Legislature of such Province, shall provide. 

42. The Local Legislatures shall have ])ower to alter or 
amend their constitution from time to time. 

43. The Local Legislatures shall have power to make 
Laws respecting lh(^ following subjects: 

1. Direct Taxation and the imposition of Duties ou 

the ox])ort ot Timber, Logs, Masts, Spars, 
Deals and Sawn Ijumber,and of Coals and other 
Minerals. 

2. Borrowing J\Ioney on the credit of the Province. 

3. The establishment and tenure of local Offices, and 

the ai)pointment and payment of local Officers. 

4. Agriculture. 
.5. Immigration 

f). Education; saving the rights and privileges which 
the 1^'otcstant or Catholic minority in both 
Canadas may possess as to their Denominational 
Schools, at the time when the Union goes into 
operation. 

7. The sale and management of Public Lands, 

exceptnig Lands belonging to the General 
Government. 

8. Sea coast and Inland Fisheries. 

9. The establishment, maintenance and management 

of Penitentiaries, and of Public and Befonnii- 
^ toryPrisouB. 
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10. The establishment, maintenance and management 

of Hospitaln, Asylums, Charities and Eleemosy- 
nary Institutions. 

1 1 . ilunicipal Institutions. 

12. »Shop, Saloon, Tavern, Auctioneer ami other 

Licenses. 

1 3. Local Works. 

1 4. The Incorporation of private and local Companies, 

except such as relate to matters assigned to the 
Greneral Parliament. 

15. Property and civil rights, excepting those por- 

tions thereof assigned to the General Parlia- 
ment. 

16. Inflicting punishment by line, ijenaltifs, impri- 

sonment, or otherwise for the breach of laws 
passed in relation to any subject within their 
jurisdiction. 

17. The Administration of Justice, including the 

Constitution, maintenance and organization of 
the Courts — both of Civil and Criminal Juris- 
diction,and including also the Procedure in Civil 
Matters. 

18. And generally all matters of a private or local 

nature, not assigned to the General Parliament. 

44. The power of respiting, reprieving and pardoning 
Prisoners convicted of crimes, and of commuting and 
remitting of sentences, in whole or in pail, which belongs 
of right to the Crown, shall be administered by the Lieu- 
tenant Governor of each Province in Council, subject to 
any instructions he may from time to time recei^-e from 
the General Government, and subject to any provisions 
that may be made in this behalf by the General Parlia- 
ment. 

MISCELLANEOrs.* 

45. In regard to all subjects over wliicli jurisdiction 
belongs to both the General and lj*x:i\l Legislatures, the 
laws of the Creneral Parliament shall control and su})crs(*d(» 
those made by tlie Local Legislature, and the latter shall 
be void so far as they are repugnant to, or inconsistent 
with the former. 
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46. Both the English and French languages may be 
employed in the General Parliament and in its proceedings, 
and in the Local Legislature of Lower Canada, and also 
in the Federal Courts and in the Courts of Lower Canada. 

47. No lands or i)ropcrty belonging to the General or 
Local Government shall be liable to taxation. 

48. All Bills for appropriating any part of the Public 
Revenue, or for imposing any new Tax or Impost, shall 
originate in the House of Commons, or in the House of 
Assembly, as the case may be. 

41). The House of Commons or House of Assembly 
shall not originate or pass any Vote, Resolution, Address 
or Bill, lor the ai)propriation of any part of the Public 
Revenue, or of any Tax or Impost to any purpose, not 
lirst recommended by Message of the Governor General, 
or the Lieutenant Governor, as the case may be, during 
the Session in which such Vote,. Resolution, Address or 
Bill is passed. 

50. Any Bill of the General Parliament may be re- 
served in the usual manner for Her Majesty's Assent ; and 
any Bill of the Local Legislatures may in like manner be 
reserved for the consideration of the Governor General. 

5L Any Bill passed by the General Parliament shall 
be subject to disallowance by Her Majesty within two 
years, as in the case of Bills passed by the Legislatures of 
the said Provinces hitherto ; and in like manner any Bill 
passed by a Local Legislature shall be subject to disallow- 
ance by the Governor General within one year after the 
passing thereof. 

52. The Seat of Government of the Federated Pro- 
vinces shall be Ottawa, subject to the Royal Prerogative. 

53. Subject to any future action of the respective Local 
Governments, the seat of the Local Government in Upper 
Canada shall be Toronto ; of Lower Canada, Quebec ; and 
the Seats of the Local Governments in the other Provinces 
shall be as at present. 

PnOrERTY AND LIABILITIES. 

54. All Stocks, Cash, Bankers' Balances and Securities 
for money belonging to each Province, at the time of the 
Union, except as hereinafter mentioned, shall belong to 

the General Government. 
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55. The following Public Works and Properljy of each 
Province, shall belong to the General Government — ^to wit : 

1. Canals ; 

2. Public Harbours ; 

3. Light Houses and Piers ; 

4. Steamboats, Dredges and Public Vessels ; 

5. Kiver and Lake Improvements ; 

6. Kailways and Railway Stocks, Mortgages and 

other Debts due by Railway Companies ; 

7. Military Roads ; 

8. Custom Houses, Post Offices and other Public 

Buildings, except such as may be set aside by 
the General Government for the use of the Local 
Legislatures and Governments ; 

9 . Property transferred by the Imperial Qovernment 

and known as Ordnance Property ; 

10. Armories, Drill Sheds, Military Clothing and 

Munitions of War ; and 

11. Lands set apart for public purpose^.; 

56. All lands, mines, minerals and royalties vested in 
Her Majesty in the Provinces of Upper Canada, Lower 
Canada, New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, for 
the use of such Provinces, shall belong to the Local Go- 
vernment of the territory in which the same are so situate ; 
subject to any trusts that may exist in respect to any of 
such lands, or to any interest of other persons in respect- off 
the same. - ' 

57. All sums due from purchasers or lessees ;of. such 
lands, mines or minerals at the time of the Union, shall 
also belong to the Local Governments. , > 

58. All assets connected with such portions oi the 
public debt of any Province as are assumed by. the Local 
Governments shall also belong to those Governments 
respectively. . - 

59. The several Provinces shall retain all othler Public 
Property therein, subject to the right of the General .Go- 
vernment to assume any Lands or Public Property req^uired 
for Fortifications or the Defence of the Country. . . 

60. The General Government shuU assume all the Debts 
and Liabilities of each Province 

61. The Debt of Canada, not specially assumed by 
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Upper and Lower Canada respectively, shall not exceed at 
the time of the Union, $62,500,(XX) ; Nova Scotia shall 
enter the Union with a debt not exceeding $8,000,000, and 
New Brunswick with a debt not exceeding $7,000,000. 

()2. In case Nova Kcotia or Now Brunswick do not in- 
cur liabilities beyond those for which their Govemnient8 
are now bound, and which sliall make their debts at the 
date of Union less than j!!;8,000,000 and $7,000,000 respec- 
tively, they shall be entitled to interest at five per cent, on 
the amount not so incurred, in like manner as is herein- 
after provided for Ne^vtbundland and Prince Edward 
Island ; the foregoing resolution being in no respect in- 
tended to limit the powers given to the respective Govern- 
uients of those Provinces by Legislative authority, but 
only to limit the maximum amount of charge to be assum- 
ed by the General Government. Provided always that 
the powers so conferred by the respective Legislatures 
shall be exercised within five years from this date or the 
same shall then lapse. 

G3. Newfoundland and Prince Edward Island, not 
having incurred debts equal to those of the other Provinces, 
shall be entitled to receive, by half yearly payments, in 
atlvance, from the General Government, the Interest at 
five per cent, on the difference between the actual amount 
of their respective Debts at the time of the Union and 
the average amount of indebtedness per head of the popu- 
lation of Canada, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 

64. In consideration of the transfer to the General Par- 
liament of the powers of Taxation, an annual ;^rant in aid 
of each Province shall be made, equal to 80 cents per head 
of the Population, as established by the Census of 1861. 
The Population of Newfoundland being estimated at 
130,000. Such aid shall be in full settlement of all future 
demands upon the General Government for local purposes, 
and shall be paid half-yearly in advance to each Province. 

65. The i>osition of New Brunswick being such as to 
entail large immediate charges upon her local revenues, it 
is agreed that for the period of ten years from the time 
when the Union takes effect, an additional allowance of 
,^63,000 per annum shall be made to thafr Province. But 
that 80 long as the UabVUty ot that Province remains 
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under $7,000,000, a deduction equal to the interest on 
such deficiency shall be made from the $63,000. 

66. In consideration of the surrender to the General 
Government by Newfoundland of all its rights in Mines 
and Minerals, and of all the ungranted and unoccupied 
Lands of the Crown, it is agreed that the sum of |150,000 
shall each year be paid that Province, by semi-annual 
payments. Provided that that Colony shall retain the 
right of opening, constructing and controlling Koads and 
Bridges through any of the said Lands, subject to any 
Laws which the General Parliament may pass in respect 
of the same. 

67. All engagements that may, before the Union, be 
entered into with the Imperial Government for the De- 
fence of the Country, shall be assumed by the General 
Government. 

68. The General Government shall secure, without 
delay, the completion of the Intercolonial Eailway from 
Eiviere-du-Loup through New Brunswick to Truro in 
Nova Scotia. 

69. The communications with the North- Western Ter- 
ritory, and the improvements required for the develope- 
ment of the Trade of the Great West with the Seaboard, 
are regarded by this Conference as subjects of the highest 
importance to the Federated Provinces, and shall be pro- 
secuted at the earliest possible period that the state of the 
Finances ^vill permit. 

70. The sanction of the Imperial and Local Parlia- 
ments shall be sought for the Union of the Province, on 
the principles adopted by the Conference. 

71. That Her Majesty the Queen be solicited to deter- 
mine the rank and name of the Federated Provinces. 

72. The proceedings of the Conference shall be authen- 
ticated by the signatures of the Delegates, and submitted 
l)y each Delegation to its own Government, and the Chair- 
man is authorized to submit a copy to the Governor Ge- 
neral for transmission to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. 
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